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CHAPTER  I 


Short  Survey  of  the  Jewish  Welfare  Services  in  the  Occupied  Poland. 


“On  September  1,  1939,  on  the  day  of  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War  n,  the 
government  of  Poland  established  in  Warsaw  Spoteczny  Komitet  Samopomocy 
Spolecznej  -S.K.S.S.,  a  “Metropolitan  Committee  of  Mutual  Social  Aid”,  allocating  to 
it  over  14  million  zloty,  and  all  resources  of  Pomocy  Zimowej  the  Winter  Assistance. 
S.K.S.S.  was  created  'na  wszelkq.  ewentualnosc  ,  that  is  on  any  eventuality  that  the 
capital  Warsaw  will  be  evacuated  by  the  state  authorities”1.  The  funds  of  S.K.S.S.  had 
to  be  used  for  all  the  people  of  Warsaw  in  need.  Approximately  at  the  same  time  in  the 
meeting  of  all  Jewish  organizations  called  by  the  American  Joint  Distribution 
Committee  AJDC,  Dr.  Weichert  came  forward  with  a  proposal  that  during  the  war  all 
Jewish  welfare  organizations  will  unite  themselves.  That  proposal  was  agreed 
unanimously,  and  in  the  result  Komisja  Koordyncyjna  Zydowskich  Instytucji 
Spolecznych-K.K.,  a  “Coordinating  Committee  of  Jewish  Welfare  Institutions”  was 
established,  with  Leon  Neustadt  the  director  of  JDC  as  its  chairman,  and  Dr.  Weichert 
as  the  vice-chairman.  “Soon  after  the  Germans  took  over  the  city,  S.K.S.S.  broke  off 
their  ties  with  the  Jewish  Coordinating  Committee.  They  claimed  that  the  German 
authorities  disapproved  of  Polish  aid  to  the  Jews. 

Together  with  the  German  army  entered  Warsaw  the  National  Socialist  Welfare 
Department  (National  Sozialistische  Volkswohlfahrt  N.S.V.),  which  assumed 
supervision  over  social  services  of  the  civil  population  in  Warsaw  but  was  not 
concerned  with  the  Jewish  Coordinating  Committee.  In  such  a  way  the  Jewish 
Coordinating  Committee  existed  illegally  till  January  1940.  On  January  9,  1940  the 
chairman  of  the  Jewish  Coordinating  Committee  was  summoned  before  NSV.  Leon 
Neustadt,  who  had  to  dedicate  all  his  time  to  the  activity  of  JDC,  placed  the 
chairmanship  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Weichert,  who  went  to  NSV,  where  he  was  told, 
that  from  now  on  NSV  assumes  also  supervision  over  the  Jewish  social  welfare 
organizations.  That  supervision  did  not  last  long.  At  the  end  of  January  1940  NSV  left 
G.G.,  and  after  a  short  period,  —  during  which  the  supervision  over  both  the  Polish  and 
the  Jewish  welfare  organizations  assumed  the  German  Red  Cross,  —in  the  middle  of 
February  1940,  that  task  was  assumed  by  the  German  department  BuF-  Abteilung 
Bevolkerungswesen  und  Fiirsorge  the  “Department  of  Population  Affairs  and  Welfare” 
of  the  Generalgouvemment  with  its  abode  in  Krakow,  which  established  contact  with 
the  representatives  of  the  Polish  population,  and  invited  to  a  separate  conference 
representatives  of  the  Jewish  population.  To  that  conference  was  delegated  Borenstein 
from  JDC  and  Dr.  Weichert  from  the  Jewish  Coordinating  Committee.  In  March  1940 
the  Jewish  Coordinating  Committee  changed  its  name  to-Yiddishe  Alleinhilf  or  in 
Polish-  Zydowska  Samopomoc  Spoleczna-  (Z.S.S.),  or  in  German-  Jiidische  Soziale 
Selbsthilfe-  (J.S.S.),  or  in  the  English  translation- Jewish  Mutual  Assistance,  sometimes 
translated  also  as  Jewish  Social  Self-Help-  (J.S.S.).  We  will  use  here  mainly  the 
abbreviation  J.S.S. 
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In  April  1940  Mr.  F.  Arlt  the  head  of  the  Department  of  BuF,  asked  to  establish  one 
central  body  that  would  represent  the  social-welfare  institutions  of  various  ethnic 
groups  in  generalgouvemment.  The  status  of  that  new  institution— N. R. O . -  Naczelna 
Rada  Opiekuncza  -“Central  Council  for  Welfare”  was  confirmed  in  May  1940,  and 
into  its  composition  entered: 

1.  The  Polish— Rada  Glowna  Opiekuncza-R.G.O.-the  Main  Social  Welfare- 
Committee. 

2.  The  Jewish  -Jtidische  Soziale  Selbsthilfe-J.S.S.  -  the  Jewish  Social  Self-Help. 

3.  The  Ukrainian-Centralny  Ukrainski  Komitet-U.G.K.-the  Central  Ukrainian 
Committee. 

Into  the  presidium  of  N.R.O.  entered  5  Poles,  1  Ukrainian  and  1  Jew.  At  the  head  of 
each  ethnic  organization  stood  presidium  consisting  of  seven  members.  To  the  first 
presidium  of  the  Jewish  Social  Self-Help  were  elected-  from  Warsaw:  Jaszunski,  Dr. 
Weichert,  Wielikowski,  and  Zabludowski,  from  Krakow  Prof.  Biberstein,  Dr.  Hilfstein 
and  Dr.  Tisch.  The  presidium  elected  Dr.  Weichert  as  a  chairman,  and  Jaszunski  as 
vice-chairman.  Later  Dr.  Alten  from  Lublin  came  in  place  of  Prof.  Biberstein,  and  Dr. 
Leib  Landau  from  Lwow  in  place  of  Zabludowski,  besides  with  a  consulting  voice 
came  J.  Diamant  from  Radom.  About  the  activity  of  J.S.S.  writes  Jonas  Turkov: 

“The  best  and  the  most  noble  that  had  been  among  the  Jews  of  Warsaw,  concentrated 
themselves  around  JSS,  Samopomoc.  All  the  people  of  culture  that  had  been  then  in 
Warsaw  without  exception,  from  political  and  social  circles  placed  themselves  with  total 
devotion  to  the  activity  in  all  spheres  and  branches  of  the  assistance  to  the  Jews.”3 


Dr.  Weichert  as  the  chairman  of  J.S.S.  was  granted  a  special  status.  He  was  allowed  to 
wear  the  armband  of  the  Polish  Red  Cross.  Later  when  J.S.S.  moved  to  Krakow, 
Weichert  became  exempted  from  wearing  an  armband,  and  when  all  Jews  were 
expelled  from  the  Ghetto  of  Krakow,  he  was  allowed  to  remain  in  Krakow  with  his 
family.  All  those  privileges  became  from  the  outset  a  thorn  in  the  flesh  of  many  Jews. 

Weichert  born  in  1890,  studied  law  and  philosophy  in  the  universities  of  Lwow 
(Lemberg),  Vienna  and  Berlin;  his  Ph.  D.  in  law  was  awarded  in  Vienna;  in  the  years 
1916-1917  had  been  a  pupil-teacher  in  the  Berlin  theater  of  Max  Reinhardt;  in  Berlin 
also  in  1916  he  made  his  literary  debut  in  Martin  Buber's  journal  “Der  Jude”.  In  the 
independent  Poland  set  about  into  organizing  Jewish  cultural  institutions.  In  the  years 
1918-1921  became  chairman  of  “Wilno  Theatrical  Troupe”;  in  1921  became  member 
of  “of  the  Committee  of  Jewish  Art  Affair”  and  co-opted  in  organizing  “  Exhibition  of 
Jewish  Arts”;  he  founded  literary-artistic  periodical  “Ringen”,  around  which  clustered 
writers  from  the  group  “Chalastra”  and  painters  from  the  circle  “Young  Yiddish”;  in 
the  years  1921-1922  together  with  Ignacy  Schipper  and  Jonas  Turkow  published 
magazine  “Yiddish  Teater”;  in  1922  founded  the  first  Jewish  theatrical  school 
“Yiddishe  Dramatishe  Schul”  acting  until  1924;  in  the  years  1924-1928  was  the 
chairman  of  “Jewish  Artists  Association”  and  editor  of  magazines  “Teater”  ,  • 
“Yiddishe  Bihne”  and  “Yiddishe  Teater”;  his  articles  on  theater  and  art  were  published 
in  two  volumes  “Theater  and  Drama”  in  1926;  in  1929  appeared  his  first  translation  to 
Yiddish  of  Remarque  “On  the  West  no  Change”;  from  1924  he  was  a  regular 
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contributor  to  the  magazine  “Literarishe  B  letter”;  in  the  years  1928-1934  was  stage- 
manager  in  “Wilno  Theatrical  Troupe”,  “Jewish  Representative  Theater”  and  the 
“Theater  of  Kaminski”  in  Warsaw;  in  1929  founded  the  “Jewish  Theatrical  Studio”, 
which  in  1933  was  transformed  into  “Youngteater”,  where  under  a  nickname  Michal 
Brandt  he  staged  eight  performances;  he  continued  directing  theater  performances  till 
the  second  world  war  in  the  “Teatr  Nowy”  in  Wilna  and  in  ’’Folks  un  Jungteater”  in 
Warsaw;  in  the  years  1936-1936  he  fulfilled  the  duty  of  vice-chairman  of  the  Jewish 
PEN-Club;  in  the  years  1919-1933  he  was  teaching  in  the  high  school  in  Warsaw 
“Ascola”;  and  in  1932  opened  a  lawyer  office  which  was  acting  till  the  second  world 
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war. 

When  in  1933  the  American  Jewish  Joint  Distribution  Committee  (AJDC)  initiated  the 
union  of  all  Jewish  charitable  and,  artisan  associations-  Zjednoczony  Komitet  dla  Spraw 
Zydowskiego  Rzemiosla  the  ’’Joint  Committee  for  Jewish  Artisans”,  Weichert,  as  a 
lawyer,  handled  the  incorporation  process  and  was  subsequently  appointed  the 
Committee  counselor.  His  work  with  the  Committee,  the  regular  contact  with  AJDC, 
his  organizational  and  negotiation  ability,  his  perfect  knowledge  of  German  language, 
but  much  more—  his  tenacity,  his  bravado,  his  inventiveness,  his  readiness  to  take  any 
chance  and  any  risk  to  help  his  fellow  creatures  made  him  in  the  times  to  come  the 
perfect  chairman  of  J.S.S.  but  also  a  perfect  target  for  jealousy  and  blistering  criticism. 

With  regard  to  the  relation  of  the  German  elements  to  J.S.S,  a  distinction  must  be 
made  between  two  groups.  On  the  one  hand-the  German  Red  Cross,  and  the  BuF 
which  performed  their  duties  in  a  business-like  way  with  whose  leaders  Dr.  Weichert 
succeeded  to  develop  correct  relations,  and  on  the  other—  the  extremely  hostile  from 
the  first  moment—  the  Ordnungspolizei  (Order  Police;  Orpo)  and  the  Sicherheitspolizei 
(Security  Police;  Sipo),  with  Sipo  composed  of  the  Gestapo  and  the  Kriminalpolizei 
(Criminal  Police).  Between  the  German  Police  and  SS  authorities  from  the  one  side 
and  the  civilian  authorities  among  them  departments  of  BuF  and  the  German  Red 
Cross  from  the  other,  came  to  a  constant  friction,  which  in  July  1942  brought  also  the 
dissolution  of  J.S.S.  It  should  be  noticed  that  J.S.S.  and  later  J.U.S.  was  the  only 
Jewish  organized  body  not  subordinated  to  the  German  Police  authorities. 

Yisrael  Gutman  writes  in  his  book: 

“It  is  pertinent  to  wonder  what  motivated  the  Germans  to  take  an  interest  in  the  Jewish 
social-welfare  program  and  allocate  it  legal  status  in  a  joint  framework  with  the  Polish 
and  Ukrainian  organizations.  This  move  was  completely  contradictory  to  the  overall 
Nazi  policy  toward  the  Jews,  and  especially  to  the  tendency  to  isolate  the  Jews  from 
other  national  groups.  The  Z.S.S.  was  also  the  only  Jewish  institution  allowed  to 
function  in  the  entire  sphere  of  the  Generalgouvemement.  As  it  turns  out,  this  same 
question  troubled  the  people  who  were  directly  involved  in  the  activities  of  the  Z.S.S. 
Weichert  recorded  the  following  doubts  in  his  memoirs: 

'It  simply  wasn't  logical.  On  the  one  hand  they  persecute  Jews  to  the  utmost,  and  on  the 
other  they  discuss  a  central  organization  for  social  aid  with  them.  We  didn’t  t  know  that 
they  were  under  pressure  from  the  American  Red  Cross  and  the  Commission  for  Polish 
Relief  in  America,  which  sent  a  few  boatloads  of  food,  medicine,  and  clothing  for  the 
civilian  population  of  the  Generalgouvemement,  emphatically  demanded  that  the 
distribution  be  handled  by  representatives  of  the  population  itself. '  ”5 
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In  June  1940  the  main  office  of  J.S.S.  moved  from  Warsaw  to  Krakow,  the  capital  of 
the  Generalgouvemment,  embracing  by  its  activity  the  whole  territory  of  the  so  called 
Generalgouvernment.  However  in  Warsaw  J.S.S.  continued  to  act  independently  and 
separately,  under  the  name  of  “Zetos”,  but  still  under  the  supervision  of  BuF. 

J.S.S.  drew  up  its  funding  from  four  main  sources:  from  donations  of  BuF  assigned  for 
N.R.O.,  from  donations  and  dispatches  of  Jewish  organizations  abroad,  from  general 
transports  of  assistance  designated  for  all  civil  non-German  population  of  GG 
(Generalgouvernment),  and  from  local  contributions. 

Speaking  about  donation  from  N.R.O.  writes  Yisrael  Gutman: 

“According  to  Weichert's  data,  the  monthly  allocation  received  through  the  N.R.O.  from 
the  German  administration  was  about  450,000  zlotys,  that  is,  between  twenty-five  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.”6 

The  Jewish  organizations  abroad,  not  involved  in  war  with  Germany-  mainly  JDC 
(Joint  Distribution  Committee  from  USA)  were  sending  money  officially  by  post  from 
United  States: 

“During  the  course  of  1940  the  JDC  spent  approximately  $1,500,000  for  the  Jews  of 
Poland.  In  1941  the  amount  was  reduced  by  20  percent,  even  though  the  economic 
situation  of  the  Jews  had  became  much  worse.  From  1942  the  Joint  faced  enormous 
problems,  since  the  United  States  had  entered  the  war  and  it  became  increasingly 
difficult  to  ship  food  and  transfer  funds  to  an  enemy  state.”7 

Whatever  money  JDC  had  sent  to  Poland  later,  was  done  entirely  through  “the  channel 
of  the  Polish  Government  in  Exile  and  its  subsidiary  underground  organizations  in 
Poland”,  was  destined  solely  for  the  Jewish  underground,  and  it  started,  and  as  far  as 
JDC  was  concerned,  only  in  December  1943,  (See  volume  II  of  my  book).  That  is  true 
that  as  long  as  JDC  was  sending  money  officially  “the  Nazis  appreciated  the  value  of 
...dollars  sent  by  the  American  relief  organizations,  which  were  traded  at  the  normal 
rate  exchange”8.  However  that  arrangement,  as  mentioned,  came  to  an  end  in 
December  1941,  when  USA  entered  the  World  War  n.  And  therefore  it  is  not  true  that 
“in  the  summer  1943  the  gifts  of  the  foreign  organizations  addressed  to  J.U.S,  among 
other  things,  in  the  form  of  the  important  for  the  Reich  foreign  exchange,  had  been 
used  by  the  Germans  for  their  aims”9 

As  to  the  third  source  of  funding-the  general  transports  of  food  products  and 
medicaments,  they  were  being  sent  from  neutral  countries,  till  December  1941  also  by 
ships  from  USA: 

“The  transports  started  to  arrive  already  in  the  first  months  of  1940.  They  came  mainly 
from  three  American  organizations:  “The  American  Red  Cross”,  “The  Commission  for 
Polish  Relief’  the  so  called  -“Hoover  Commission,  and  “The  American  Joint 
Distribution  Committee”.  All  were  sending  food  products,  clothes  and  medicaments.  The 
first  two  organizations  were  sending  the  goods  for  all  civil  non-German  population  the 
third  only  for  the  Jews . . . 

According  to  the  data  included  in  this  publication  and  the  inner  report  of  department  of 
'Innere  Verwaltung  for  the  period  from  October  1939  till  October  1941,  existing  in  the 
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Archiwum  Komisji  Badania  Zbrodni  Niemieckich  w  Krakowie,  arrived  in  the  first 
months  of  1940  from  the  American  Red  Cross  on  the  ships-  “Manhatten”  (5  times), 
Dalciania,  Exeter,  Excambion,  Rehord,  Belveder,  Exiria  (2  times),  Washington  (2 
times),  Exhibiter  to  Genova  and  from  there  by  land  to  Poland. . . . 

Smallest  dispatches  came:  from  the  International  Red  Cross  ..  from  the  Dutch  Red 
Cross,  from  the  Belgian  Red  Cross,  and  from  Central  Committee  of  the  Marons  in 
USA.... 

However  the  participation  of  Jews  in  the  general  transports  of  food,  medicaments,  and 
clothes  started  only  from  the  establishing  of  N.R.O.  that  is  from  May  1940,  until  that 
time  the  Polish  Red  Cross  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Jews  only  a  niggard  part  of  the 
goods....  deferring  establishing  a  definite  key  of  distribution  till  creating  of  a  central 
organization  for  the  whole  Generalgouvemment.”10 

The  products  after  arriving  to  Poland  became  subject  at  first  to  the  Polish  Red  Cross, 
and  with  its  dissolution  to  the  German  Red  Cross,  and  after  establishing  of  N.R.O. 
transferred  to  N.R.O.  (and  with  N.R.O.  dissolution  to  R.G.O.),  and  later  handed  over 
to  J.S.S.  (later  J.U.S.),  according  to  specifications  lists.  Later  all  articles  were 
distributed  to  the  ghettos,  where  special  committees  took  care  of  them. 

After  prolong  negotiation  Weichert  succeeded  that  N.R.O.  approved  17%  participation 
in  all  transports  of  medicines  and  food  sent  from  abroad  for  the  whole  civilian  non- 
German  population  of  Poland,  even  if  the  percentage  of  the  Jews  at  that  time  amounted 
to  8%-9%  only.  In  the  final  stage  it  still  amounted  to  10%,  even  that  the  percentage  of 
Jews  amounted  to  2%  and  less.  It  was  achieved  due  to  support  of  R.G.O.  J.S.S. 
received  in  many  towns  also  allotments  of  food  for  official  price,  which  amounted  to 
1/1 0th  of  the  free  market  price. 

J.S.S.  developed  additional  funding  sources  obtaining  contributions  from  Judenrat, 
organizing  collection  among  Jews,  demanding  and  receiving  allocations  from  taxes 
levied  on  the  Generalgouvemment  population  by  the  occupiers,  “special  campaign 
were  initiated,  and  donation  were  collected  at  private  celebrations  and  public 
assemblies”.  In  this  domain  the  Polish  branch  of  JDC  was  of  great  assistance: 

“..  the  Polish  JDC  did  not  hesitate  to  take  independent  initiative,  sometimes  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  instructions  and  rules  of  the  head  offices  abroad.  They  found  a  way 
to  receive  substantial  funds  from  the  JDC  in  Europe  and  appealed  to  wealthy  Polish  Jews 
to  invest  their  money  in  social  aid,  promising  that  the  JDC  would  reimburse  them  in 
dollars  after  the  war.  Since  it  was  dangerous  for  individual  Jews  to  keep  cash  and  the 
Jews  fiscal  freedom  of  maneuver  was  severely  limited,  some  men  of  wealth  hoped  to 
insure  their  money  and  its  value  by  “investing”  it  with  the  JDC,  though  in  addition  to  the 
financial  benefits  they  were  undoubtedly  moved  by  the  desire  to  help  Jews  in  need.  This 
was  only  one  of  the  stratagems  employed  by  the  organization.”11 

Before  liquidation  of  the  ghettos,  and  before  incorporation  of  Galicia  to 
Generalgouvemment,  J.S.S.  organized  344  kitchens,  112  hospitals,  108  dispensaries, 
and  299  institutions  for  the  children,  many  food  distribution  centers,  shelters  for 
displaced  persons,  homes  for  the  aged,  public  baths,  and  disinfection  centers.  It 
organized  craftsmen  and  agricultural  professional  classes,  and  established  workshops. 
After  placing  in  July  1940  out  of  law  all  Polish  and  Jewish  pre-war  organizations,  JSS 
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continued  the  activities  of  all  Jewish  social  organizations  like  “TOZ”a, 
CENTOS”*5,  and  “ORT”c.  After  incorporating  the  “District  Galicia”  to  G.G.  the 
number  of  J.S.S.  posts  amounted  to  412,  its  members  represented  the  whole  gamut  of 
political  trends  of  the  Jewish  society,  and  were  manned  by  respectable  activists,  with 
social  activity  background. 

Alongside  J.S.S.,  the  Judenrat  remained  the  mainstay  of  relief  for  the  Jewish  population 
in  the  ghettoes: 

“A  report  delivered  by  the  Department  of  Statistics  (in  the  Warsaw  ghetto)  included  the 
main  items  of  the  budget  of  the  Judenrat  for  the  period  January,  1  and  April  30,  1940. 

The  revenue  side  is  composed  of  a  few  entries  selected  from  a  total  of  3,082,101  zloty: 
the  regular  community  tax-206,  000  zloty;  payments  for  labor  battalion,  exemptions 
from  labor  duty  and  labor  registration  fees— 853,  000  zloty;  cemetery  payments-63 9,000 
zlotys;  various  small  revenues;  and  loans  and  borrowings  of  734,000  zloty.  The  column 
of  expenditures  is  based  primarily  on  what  the  head  of  the  council  called  expenses 
“connected  with  the  implementation  of  the  authorities  instructions.”  These  “instructions" 
included:  direct  payments  to  the  authorities  238,000  zloty;  expenses  for  the  labor 
battalion — 816,000  zloty;  and  expenditures  for  hospitals,  health,  and  social  help  - 
1,140,000  zloty.  The  budget  for  the  month  of  April  1940  is  drafted  as  follows:  revenue- 
498,  500  zloty;  expenditures  -910,050  zloty;  deficit -411,550  zloty.... 

Weichert  maintained  in  his  memoirs  that  the  Z.S.S.  (J.S.S.)  was  different  from  the 
Judenrate  both  structure  and  achievements.  He  claimed  that  in  the  eyes  of  the  Jews  the 
Z.S.S.  acquired  resources  from  the  Germans  for  the  Jewish  cause,  while  the  Judenrat 
took  money  and  valuables  from  the  Jews  and  handed  them  over  to  the  Germans.  This 
way  of  presenting  the  functions  of  the  two  bodies  is  actually  a  far-fetched  simplification 
of  very  complicated  problems.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  many  members  of  the  Judenrate  were 
active  in  the  Z.S.S.  and  in  many  places  departments  of  the  Judenraete  constituted  district 
and  local  branches  of  the  institution.  Thus  the  division  between  the  Judenrate  and  the 
Z.S.S.  is  in  many  cases  misleading.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Judenraete  were  forced  to 
deal  with  the  German  rulers  both  in  order  to  try  to  prevent  or  moderate  anti-Jewish 
decrees  and  to  implement  the  Nazi  policy  among  the  Jews.  Weicherfs  few  attempts  to 
abolish  or  postpone  anti-Jewish  measures  by  negotiations  with  the  German  authorities 
did  not  lead  to  any  positive  results.  Nevertheless,  the  fact  that  the  Z.S.S.  enjoyed,  to  a 
certain  extent,  freedom  of  action  and  dealt  only  with  the  sector  of  the  German 
bureaucracy  in  charge  of  welfare,  made  their  position  and  task  easier  in  relation  to  the 
Germans  as  well  as  in  respect  to  the  Jewish  population.”12 

Besides  the  official  institutions  of  social  welfare,  sprung  spontaneously  in  Warsaw 
another  system  of  welfare-  the  “House  Committees”: 


a  TOZ-Towarzystwo  Ochrony  Zdrowia  Ludnosci  Zydowskiej-The  association  for  protection  of  health 
of  Jewish  population. 

b  CENTOS-Centrala  Towarzystw  Opieki  nad  Sierotami  i  Opuszczonymi  Dziecmi-The  Center  of 
Welfare  over  Orphans  and  Abandoned  Children. 


c  ORT-The  Institute  for  Vocational  Guidance  and  Training. 
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“Important  instruments  created  by  Jewish  self-help,  under  the  direction  of  Emanuel 
Ringelblum,  were  the  Komitety  Domowe,  or  House  Committees.  Such  committees  had 
been  set  up  on  an  emergency  basis  during  the  September  1939  fighting,  but  Ringelblum 
and  his  associates  felt  that  they  could  become  a  permanent  feature  for  mutual  help.  The 
House  Committees  gained  in  importance  when  the  early  curfew  hours  were  introduced, 
by  which  time  all  the  tenants  had  to  be  in  their  homes;  as  a  result,  the  ties  among  the 
tenants  were  strengthened.  The  committees  were  staffed  by  volunteer  activists,  who 
developed  into  an  important  local  leadership  group  . 

As  the  distress  grew  worse,  the  committees  multiplied  and  gained  in  importance.  At  the 
end  of  April  1940  Warsaw  had  778  such  committees,  in  878  apartment  houses,  by  May 
1940  the  number  had  grown  to  1,5 18,  and  by  September  some  2,000  House  Committees 
were  functioning.  Ringelblum  and  his  colleagues  sought  to  make  the  House  Committees 
into  a  network  basing  its  work  on  social  principles.  The  committees'  first  task  was  to 
take  care  of  the  penniless  tenants  in  their  buildings,  but  they  also  set  up  kindergartens 
and  youth  clubs  and  arranged  cultural  activities . 5,1 3 

One  must,  however,  realize  the  shortcomings  of  all  relief  activity  with  the  German  who 
strove  to  put  the  Jewish  population  to  death,  first  by  starvation,  and  so  wrote 
Ringelblum  in  May  1942: 

"...  Relief  work  doesn’t  solve  the  problem;  it  only  keeps  people  going  a  little  while.  The 
people  have  to  die  anyway.  It  lengthens  suffering  but  cannot  save  them;  if  it  (the  Jewish 
Self-Help)  really  wanted  to  do  anything,  it  would  have  to  have  millions  of  zloty  at  its 
disposal  every  month,  and  it  does  not  have  them.  It  remains  a  proven  fact  that  the  people 
fed  in  the  soup  kitchens  will  all  die  if  they  eat  nothing  but  the  soup  supplied  and  the  dry 
rationed  bread.  The  question  thus  arises  whether  it  would  not  serve  the  purpose  better  to 
reserve  the  available  money  for  selected  individuals,  for  those  who  are  socially 
productive,  for  the  intellectual  elite,  etc.  But  the  situation  is  such  that,  first  of  all,  the 
numbers  even  of  such  select  individuals  is  quite  considerable,  and  there  would  not  be 
sufficient  even  for  them. 

Secondly,  the  question  arises  why  should  one  pronounce  judgment  on  artisans,  laborers 
and  other  useful  persons,  who  were  productive  people  back  in  their  small  towns,  and 
only  the  ghetto  and  the  war  have  turned  them  into  non-people,  into  scrap,  into  human 
dregs,  candidates  for  mass  graves.  There  is  left  a  tragic  dilemma:  what  shall  one  do! 
Shall  one  (handout  the  food)  with  little  spoons  to  everybody,  and  then  no  one  will  live,  or 
in  generous  handfuls  to  just  a  few?”14 

On  July  29,  1942,  the  German  SS  and  Police  authorities  demanded  from  BuF  to 
dissolve  J.S.S.,  it  coincided  with  the  mass  liquidation  of  ghettoes,  and  the 
“displacement”  to  Sobibor,  Belzec,  and  Treblinka,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  with 
implementation  of  the  plan  of  the  “final  solution”.  BuF  sent  a  notice  to  Dr.  Weichert 
that  “J.S.S.  is  to  be  dissolved  immediately”.  Adam  Roniker,  the  chairman  of  R.G.O., 
with  agreement  of  Dr.  Weichert  liquidated  N.R.O.-and  refused  later  to  approve,  in  the 
name  of  the  Jewish  population,  the  receipt  gifts  from  abroad.  There  is  a  strong  ground 
for  assumption,  that  that  became  the  main  reason  for  reactivating  J.S.S.,  later  on. 
After  N.R.A.  was  also  dissolved  R.G.O.  continued  to  function.  Weichert  and  his 
colleagues  protested  against  the  ban  and  were  able  to  attenuate  the  decree.  On  October 
16,  1942  they  received  permission  from  BuF  to  continue  to  function  under  a  new 
name:  Judische  Unterstutzungsstelle  fur  das  Generalgouvemment-J.U.S.  the  Jewish 
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Support  Center  for  the  Generagouvernment  (See  appendix  No.  1,  2).  The  attempt  to 
reactivate  J.S.S.  under  its  new  name  was  met  with  categorical  rejection  of  the  German 
police  authorities.  Following  it,  BuF  informed  Weichert  on  December  1,  that  “all 
further  social  measures  for  the  Jews  are  in  the  hands  of  the  SS  and  Police”,  and  that  “ 
J.U.S.  is  therefore  to  be  dissolved  immediately. 

With  the  liquidation  of  J.U.S,  Dr.  Weichert  became  subject  to  all  interdictions  and 
restrictions  like  any  other  Jew,  namely  the  obligation  of  wearing  an  armband,  the 
compulsion  of  forced  labor,  the  prohibition  of  free  movement  outside  ghetto.  Together 
with  him  lost  their  privileges  his  wife  and  eleven  other  J.U.S.  workers  from  Krakow 
including  presidium  members  Eliasz  Tisch  and  Chaim  Hilfstein.  From  December  1942 
Dr.  Weichert  started  to  work  in  the  workshop  “Optima”,  but  continued  to  maintain 
contacts  with  the  representatives  of  R.G.O.,  BuF  and  the  German  Red  Cross  with  an 
aim  of  renewing  the  activity  of  J.U.S.,  but,  apparently,  with  no  results.  In  the  late 
February,  however,  Richard  Turk  the  deputy  director  of  the  BuF  informed  Weichert 
about  intention  of  reactivating  J.U.S.,  requesting  from  Dr.  Weichert  a  proposal  for 
distribution  of  a  large  shipment  of  medicines  anticipated  from  abroad  it  contained 
nearly  15,000  kg.  of  medicaments  and  nutrients.  In  agreement  with  the  former 
members  of  the  presidium  of  J.U.S.-  Chaim  Hilfstein  and  Eliahu  Tisch,  both  now 
incarcerated  in  the  labor  camp  Plaszow,  Weichert  took  a  decision  of  renewing  J.U.S's 
activity  and  submitted  the  proposal  on  March  5,  1943.  Eight  days  later,  on  March  13, 
the  day  of  the  final  liquidation  of  the  Krakow  ghetto,  Dr.  Weichert  received  official 
announcement  that  the  J.U.S.  office  in  Krakow  will  be  reopened,  restricting,  however, 
its  activity  to  the  distribution  of  gifts  from  abroad  to  the  Jewish  camps,  and  that  Dr. 
Weichert  and  his  family  will  be  allowed  to  continue  to  live  in  Krakow  also  after 
liquidation  of  the  ghetto.  After  liquidation  of  Krakow's  ghettos,  Weichert  moved  to  a 
new  abode  near  the  magazines  of  J.U.S.  at  Jozefmska  2,  near  the  Plaszow  labor  camp. 
Now  the  J.U.S.  Tolerated  also  by  the  German  SS  and  Polizei  authorities,  but  after 
liquidation  of  the  ghettos,  concentrated  its  activity  to  the  labor  camps,  where  chosen 
and  trusted  men  handled  distribution  of  J.U.S.  goods.  Its  activity  encompassed  44 
labor  camps  in  G.G.,  24  working  places  and  8  vestigial  ghettoes  and  prisons.  (See 
appendix  No.  3) 

In  the  period  of  the  renewed  activity  of  J.U.S.  up  to  July  31,  1944,  when  Dr.  Weichert 
went  into  hiding  Dr.  Weichert  organized  distributing  to  the  camps  considerable  amount 
of  medicaments,  dressings,  nutrients  and  other  food  articles  as  well  as  clothes,  shoes, 
and  underwear,  he  also  organized  in  some  camps  diabetic  kitchens.  The  best  organized 
was  the  assistance  for  the  labor  camps  in  the  district  Krakow,  here  were  supplied  flour 
to  the  camp  kitchen  and  bread  in  great  quantity.  To  the  greatest  camp  in  the  district  of 
Krakow-  Plaszow,  J.U.S.  supplied  along  medicaments  and  clothes,  a  few  thousands  kg 
flour  weekly,  twice  a  week  bread,  and  2  to  3  times  a  week  highly  nourishing  soups  for 
the  patients  in  the  hospital.  Dr.  Weichert  received  consent  of  SS  and  Polizeifuhrer  of 
the  District  Krakow  for  a  direct  contact  of  J.U.S.  to  other  camps  that  is  a  direct  supply 
of  medicaments  to  the  inmates.  After  prolong  negotiation  and  through  mediation  of 
BuF,  Dr.  Weichert  received  the  same  right  in  the  Radom  district  where  majority  of  the 
Jewish  camps  were  erected.  Even  that  the  permission  related  only  to  medicaments,  Dr. 
Weichert  used  that  permission  to  supply  food,  clothes,  nutrients,  disinfection  material, 
and  surgical  and  dental  equipment.  To  some  of  the  camps  in  the  district  of  Krakow. 
Besides  bread  and  flour,  J.U.S.  supplied  other  food  products  like  meat-products,  fats, 
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vegetables  and  fruits.  In  addition  to  bread  baked  from  the  flour  of  JUS,  Dr.  Weichert 
supplied  to  the  camps  bread  sent  by  acquaintances  of  the  Jews  outside  of  ghetto,  and 
even  bread  supplied  by  one  of  the  firm  “Krakauer  Konfektion  -Julius  Madritch” 
employing  1500  Jews  in  the  Plaszow  camp,  was  brought  under  the  label  of  J.U.S. 

The  supply  of  food  articles,  especially  bread  and  flour,  which  were  not  among  the 
articles  brought  by  the  International  Red  Cross,  Dr.  Weichert  succeeded  to  provide  by 
his  own  initiative  and  inventiveness.  J.U.S.  was  receiving  a  great  amount  of  packages 
from  Lisbon  with  luxurious  food  products.  Those  luxurious  food  articles  like  coffee, 
tea,  sardines,  figs,  almonds  etc.,  Dr.  Weichert  received  permission  of  BuF  to  swap  for 
other  food  products.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Dr.  Weichert  was  selling  them  on  the  free 
market,  with  assistance  of  R.G.O.  and  by  the  attained  in  that  way  cash,  was  buying 
flour,  on  official  price,  from  which  bread  was  baked  in  three  bakeries  in  Krakow  and 
later  supplied  to  the  Jewish  labor  camps.  As  to  what  could  be  achieved  by  that 
transaction,  may  serve  an  example,  that  for  1  kg.  of  tea,  he  could  get  600  kg.  of  flour, 
which  produced  after  baking  840  kg.  of  bread,  and  for  a  small  box  of  sardines 
weighing  0. 12  kg  -15  kg  of  flour  that  is  21  kg,  bread.  And  that  again  could  be  achieved 
because  by  Dr.  Weichert  was  selling  the  luxurious  products  on  the  free-market,  but  the 
flour  he  was  buying  for  official  price  by  allotment  granted  to  him  by  BuF.  After  the 
members  of  J.U.S.  were  not  allowed  to  leave  the  camp  Dr.  Weichert  with  his  family- 
wife  and  two  children,  had  to  make  by  themselves  all  the  packing  and  loading  working 
day  and  night,  with  the  help  of  one  Polish  employee,  and  a  few  Polish  volunteers, 
keeping  abreast  besides,  with  all  documentation,  bookkeeping,  correspondence  with 
the  outer  world,  and  with  the  German  authorities,  where  also  Weichert' s  personal 
touch  and  his  negotiation  skill  was  required.  Dr.  Weichert  was  also  the  messenger,  and 
a  postman  between  the  Jews  in  the  camps  and  their  Polish  acquaintances  outside,  and 
between  Jews-acquaintances,  and  member  of  families  sitting  in  various  camps;  he  was 
also  the  one,  who  was  bringing  money  to  the  camp,  and  for  all  that  he  could  pay  with 
his  life.  Dr.  Weichert  was  also  the  one  who  helped  the  Polish  R.G.O.  to  make  their  first 
contact  with  the  Polish  inmates  in  the  Plaszow  camp,  and  to  supply  to  them  bread  and 
food  products.  Last  and  not  the  least,  all  the  information  which  Dr.  Weichert  was 
receiving  in  a  legal  and  an  illegal  way  from  the  camps  he  was  supplying  to  Edmund 
Seyfried  from  R.G.O.  and  Stanislaw  Dobrowolski  from  R.P.Z.  and  that  was  the  only 
source  of  information  about  the  camps  which  was  reaching  the  outside  world. 

Through  Edmund  Seyfried  director  of  R.G.O.  in  Krakow  Dr.  Weichert  tried  to  come 
into  contact  with  Bund,  and  with  Z.K.N.  proposing  to  them  supply  of  medicaments 
and  nutrients.  Twice  came  messenger  from  R.P.Z.  Warsaw  for  medicaments  and 
nutrients,  later  they  refused  to  take  anything,  proposing  even  payment  for  the  goods 
already  taken,  which  Dr.  Weichert  rejected  with  indignation,  writes  Dr.  Weichert: 

“By  no  means  could  I  understand,  why  K.K.a  and  R.P.Z.,  denied  in  the  end  of  1942,  or 
the  beginning  of  1943 -and  therefore  long  before  started  the  conflict  between  them  and 
J.U.S.  the  offered  to  them  goods  without  any  payment,  979  pieces  of  clothes  and 
underwear,  and  later  after  renewal  of  J.U.S.,  and  the  proposed  by  me  permanent 


a  KK-Coordinating  Committee,  not  the  one  mentioned  on  p.  1  of  this  chapter,  but  the  united 
representation  of  ZKN  and  Bund  towards  the  Polish  Underground,  see  p.  6  of  Vol.  II  of  my  book. 
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sharing  of  all  received  medicines,  food,  and  the  luxurious  articles  which  came  for 
J.U.S.  It  took  place  when  at  the  free  market,  the  price  of  one  piece  of  clothes  exceeded 
several  times  the  monthly  relief  allowance  for  the  “podopieczny”  “under  the  care”,  and 
the  children  and  the  sick  among  the  hiding  were  pining  away  due  to  lack  of  food  and 
medicaments.”15 

In  autumn  1943,  Marek  Arczynski  -the  treasurer  of  R.P.Z.  of  the  main  office  in 
Warsaw,  came  to  meet  Dr.  Weichert  in  Krakow  demanding  liquidation  of  J.U.S.  and 
that  is  how  Dr.  Weichert  describes  it: 

“In  autumn  1943,  exactly  in  October,  Marek  Arczynski  brought  me  from  Warsaw  a 
note,  containing  instruction  of  ceasing  activity  of  J.U.S.  In  the  note  scribbled  with  a 
pencil  I  recognized  the  handwriting  of  Dr.  Adolf  Berman.  The  note  was  directed  to  Dr. 
Hilfstein,  Dr.  Tisch,  and  me.  In  the  conversation  which  took  place  in  the  office  and  the 
presence  of  director  of  R.G.O.-  Seyfried,  Marek  Arczynski  announced  that  R.P.Z.,  and 
Coordinating  Committee,  consider  that  the  Jews  in  the  camps  are  doomed  to  death,  and 
that  no  medicines  will  help  them,  they  could  only  save  themselves  by  escape,  and  that  the 
activity  of  J.U.S.  brings  only  grist  to  the  German  mill,  and  is  used  abroad  by  the  German 
propaganda.  Arczynski  contended  that  the  Coordinating  Committee  had  confidential 
information  coming  from  the  circles  of  Gestapo  to  the  effect  that  on  December  31,  1943 
all  Jewish  camps  on  the  territory  of  G.G.  will  be  liquidated.  Coordinating  Committee  is 
very  anxious  to  preserve  my  life  recognizing  my  achievement,  and  therefore  places  at  my 
disposal  unlimited  financial  means  for  saving  myself  and  my  family,  and  assuring  to  us 
existence  in  hiding  in  the  country  or  abroad,  according  to  my  choice. 

I  answered  that  nobody  of  us  believed  to  survive  the  war  and  we  all  are  bent  on  assisting 
the  Jews,  as  long  as  it  will  be  possible.  In  the  light  of  that,  that  the  information  about  the 
date  of  the  final  liquidation  of  the  camps,  which  I  possessed,  coincided  with  the 
information  of  the  Coordination  Committee,  I  expressed  my  readiness  to  cease  the 
activity  of  J.U.S.  and  to  place  myself  to  the  disposal  of  the  underground  activity.  That 
took  place  in  October  1943.  Shortly  afterwards  I  received  information  from  four 
independent  reliable  sources,  that  the  Germans  decided  not  to  liquidate  the  labor  camps, 
and  continue  to  use  the  Jews  in  armament,  munitions  and  provision  industry. 

After  receiving  those  authoritative  information,  I  regarded  ceasing  activity  of  JUS  and 
leaving  several  thousands  of  Jews  in  the  camps  without  any  protection  as  a  crime.  That  I 
have  communicated  to  Marek  Arczynski,  Stanislaw  Dobrowolski  and  Edmund  Seyfried, 
asking  at  the  same  time  the  Coordinating  Committee  to  revise  their  position.  My  several 
requests  that  Coordinating  Committee  will  delegate  somebody  to  me  did  bring  no 
results.”16 

And  that  is  how  Mr.  Arczynski  describes  it: 

“With  proper  security  measures  by  the  armed  underground,  the  representative  of  R.P.Z. 
(Mr.  Arczynski  writes  about  himself  in  the  third  person)  paid  an  unexpected  visit  to 
Weichert,  in  the  abode  of  J.U.S.  on  Podgorze  in  Krakow  on  Jozefmska  St.  (in  the  direct 
neighborhood  of  the  Plaszow  camp).  Weichert  was  released  from  wearing  armband  with 
the  sign  of  Zion,  had  the  right  of  free  movement  in  the  city,  he  was  not  obliged  by  police 
hours,  and  had  a  permanent  pass  to  the  German  government  offices. 
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I  held  with  Weichert  a  serious  conversation....  I  must  admit  that  my  interlocutor 

displayed  self-possession . When  I  demonstrated  before  him  the  whole  monstrosity  of 

his  behavior,  and  especially  when  I  presented  to  him  the  stand  and  the  concrete 
resolutions  of  the  Polish  Underground  and  the  Jewish  organizations,  he  expressed  his 
readiness  of  submitting  himself  to  the  decisions  of  the  underground  authorities,  asking 
only  for  forbearance  and  assuring  him  and  his  family  a  refuge. 

At  the  end  of  that  visit  I  had  informed  Dr.  Weichert  that  he  has  to  await  further 
instructions  from  Warsaw  and  prepare  himself  together  with  his  family  to  leave  Krakow. 

After  that  mission  of  Arczynski,  R.P.Z.  had  hoped  that  it  had  succeeded  to  divert  finally 
Weichert  from  J.U.S.  and  together  with  K.K.  will  take  care  about  his  fate.  Weichert  after 
moving  to  Warsaw  had  to  be  placed  under  protection,  and  to  work  on  the  history  of  the 
martyrdom  of  the  Jews.  The  matter  of  his  collaboration  was  decided  to  deliver  to  the 
decision  of  the  Polish  authorities  after  the  liberation,  by  that  token  he  was  given  a  chance 
of  rehabilitation.  He,  however,  did  not  avail  himself  of  that  chance.  Several  times  called 
to  abandon  J.U.S.,  he  dragged  his  feet,  excusing  himself  by  various  difficulties,  and 
finally  in  the  spring  of  1944  bluntly  refused  subordination  to  the  underground 
authorities,  both  Jewish  and  Polish.”17 

In  view  of  Weichert' s  refusal  on  March  28,  R.P.Z.  decided: 

a)  To  prohibit  of  carrying  of  whatever  conversation  by  R.P.Z.  with  Dr.  Weichert  on  the 
subject  of  liquidation  of  JUS,  or  liquidation  of  the  property  of  JUS  on  behalf  of 
R.P.Z.  or  maintain  whatsoever  collaboration  in  the  sphere  of  the  assistance  to  the 
Jews. 

b)  Not  to  accept  any  authorization  for  collaboration  of  the  respective  members  of 
R.P.Z  Krakow  on  the  invitation  of  Dr.  Weichert 

c)  Not  to  accept  from  J.U.S. ,  any  help  in  the  action  of  R.P.Z.,  the  received  until  now 

two  dispatches  of  medicines  and  food  from  J.U.S.,  in  the  frame  of  intended 

liquidation  of  the  property  of  JUS,  was  decided  to  return  to  J.U.S.,  or  its  equivalent  in 

cash.  The  above-mentioned  decisions  were  undertaken  in  the  result  of  the  declaration 

of  Dr.  Weichert  towards  the  representatives  of  R.P.Z.  Of  Warsaw  -  Mr.  Lukowski, 

that  he  does  not  intend  to  subordinate  to  the  resolution  of  KK-  (Coordination 

Committee  of  Bund  and  Z.K.N.),  and  R.P.Z.,  because  he  does  not  recognize  neither 

of  KK,  nor  the  representatives  of  the  Jews  in  Rada  Narodowa-National  Council  in 

1  8 

London  as  a  disposition  factor.” 

“Z.O.B.  declared  a  death  sentence  on  Weichert,  which,  however,  for  technical  reason 
was  not  executed”19  It  should  be,  however,  emphasized  that  the  decision  to  ban  J.U.S. 
and  Dr.  Weichert,  was  never  heeded,  not  only  Edmund  Seyfried  from  R.G.O.  but 
Stanislaw  Dobrowolski  from  the  Krakow's  branch  of  R.P.Z.  continued  to  keep  contact 
with  Weichert,  asking  from  him  for  various  services  like  sending  correspondence 
abroad,  collecting  information  about  the  situation  in  the  camps,  and  serving  as  their 
messenger  to  the  camps. 

At  the  end  of  July  1944,  several  days  before  his  arrest  Dr.  Weichert  received  warning 
that  he  and  his  family  are  going  to  be  transferred  to  the  camp  of  Plaszow.  The  warning 
came  from  two  sources,  the  first  one  from  Pamper  who  worked  in  the  office  of  the 
Plaszow  camp,  who  overheard  the  telephone  conversation  of  commandant  Goeth,  and 
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who  later  gave  instruction  to  “Lageraeraelteste”3  Chilowicz  to  prepare  a  special 
barrack  for  all  equipment  of  J.U.S.,  and  from  Weinrauch-the  head  of  the  department  of 
BuF,  who  told  Dr.  Weichert  in  confidence  to  run  away.  Dr.  Weichert  received  also 
consent  from  Weirauch  for  further  supply  to  the  existing  Jewish  camps  through  R.G.O. 
as  a  trustee  of  J.U.S.  From  that  day  until  going  into  hiding,  Dr.  Weichert  and  his  family 
did  not  sleep  in  their  abode.  On  the  next  day  Dr.  Weichert  sent  to  the  camps  quadruple 
allotments  of  medicaments  and  food  products.  All  luxurious  goods  like  tea,  coffee, 
sardines  etc.  were  sent,  with  Seyfried  consent,  to  R.G.O.  stores,  to  be  sold,  and  the 
money  handed  to  R.P.Z.  with  the  intention  that  part  of  the  money  will  be  used  for 
further  supply  of  bread  and  flour  to  Plaszow,  and  the  rest  to  be  used  by  R.P.Z.,  for  the 
hidden  Jews.  Dr.  Weichert  and  his  family  went  to  hiding  on  July  31,  1944.  When  on 
the  next  night  Gestapo  came  to  arrest  him,  they  did  not  find  him  and  his  family.  Dr. 
Weichert  and  his  family  were  hidden  until  the  liberation  day  on  January  18,  1945,  the 
hiding  places  provided  to  Dr.  Weichert  Stanislaw  Dobrowolski,  the  head  of  R.P.Z. 
branch  in  Krakow,  who  also  took  care  of  all  their  financial  needs. 

The  amount  of  money  received  by  R.G.O.  from  the  sold  articles  amounted  to 
2,000,000  zlotys  (according  to  R.G.O.  accounts- 1,  700,000  zlotys),  and  was  handed  to 
R.P.Z.,  from  which  only  60,000  zlotys  received  R.G.O.  from  R.P.Z.  to  purchase  flour, 
for  the  Plaszow  camp,  and  so  writes  Dr.  Weichert: 

“I  went  into  hiding  on  July  31,  1944.  On  August  1944  R.G.O.  sent  to  the  Plaszow  camp 
the  remaining  left  by  me  1900  kg.  of  flour.  In  August  Plaszow  did  not  receive  even  gram 
of  flour,  not  even  one  loaf  of  bread,  even  that  the  price  of  bread  reached  at  that  time  in 
the  camp  500  zlotys  and  more.  During  the  whole  September  R.P.Z.  placed  to  the 
disposal  of  R.P.Z.  money  for  p  chasing  of  1,000  kg.  of  flour  and  3,180  loaves  of  two- 
kilograms  bread  for  the  Plaszow  camp,  in  October  for  4015  kg  flour  and  1325  loaves  of 
bread,  in  November  for  only  for  460  loaves  of  bread,  and  in  December  merely  for  310 
loaves  of  bread.  In  the  last  two  months  not  even  one  kg  of  flour  was  bought  for  the 
Plaszow  camp.  The  cited  data  are  based  on  the  documents  of  R.G.O.  and  receipts  from 

the  camp .  From  the  time  of  my  hiding,  no  other  camp,  beside  Plaszow  -did  receive 

even  once—  flour,  bread  or  other  products.  On  the  purchase  of  the  above-mentioned 
products  of  flour  or  bread  to  Plaszow  was  spent  app.  60,000  zloty.  That  was  the  sum 
that  R.P.Z.  assigned  for  the  camp  prisoners,  from  the  achieved  from  J.U.S.  according  to 
their  own  reports  the  sum  of  1,700,000  zlotys:  'it  was  not  worth  to  feed  the  piglet  before 
the  slaughter'  ”20 

83  boxes  of  valuable  medicaments  of  J.U.S.  that  remained  until  the  liberation  in  R.G.O. 
stores  were  sent  by  Dr.  Weichert  after  the  liberation  to  Centralny  Komitet  Zydowski  w 
Polsce-The  Central  Jewish  Committee  of  Poland. 

It  is  worth  mentioning,  that  the  information  that  the  Jews  in  the  camps  will  not  be  sent 
to  death  but  be  used  in  the  ammunition  factories,  the  reason  that  prompted  Weichert 
not  to  liquidate  J.U.S.  acknowledges  also  Arczynski  in  his  book: 

“Report  of  R.P.Z.  Krakow,  from  December  1943: 

From  14  to  15  of  November,  Julag  III  (in  Bierzanow)  was  liquidated,  in  such  a  way  that 
the  majority  of  persons  able  to  work  were  transferred  to  the  main  camp  of  Plaszow,  and 


a  Lageraeraelteste-tlie  leading  prisoner  foreman,  or  a  leading  “Kapo” 
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the  rest  60  persons  were  shot  on  the  spot.  On  November  1 1,  was  liquidated  Julag  I  (filial 
camp  of  Plaszow,  old  people  were  shot  down,  and  the  capable  to  work  were  transferred 
to  the  main  camp  of  Plaszow  In  the  above  mentioned  days  on  the  territory  of  the  camp 
proper,  was  carried  on  a  regrouping  of  Jews  from  one  barrack  to  another. 
Simultaneously  started  preparation  to  the  transport  of  about  5,000  Jews  to  armament 
factories,  hi  the  beginning  there  was  fear  that  that  is  liquidation  prepared  on  a  large 
scale.  However  it  occurred  further  that  the  collective  transport  had  other  aim.  The 
Commandant  of  the  camp  Goeth  repeatedly  emphasized  to  the  Jews  that  that  is  not 
hquidation,  or  deportation  to  the  place  of  destruction,  but  a  transfer  to  other  working 
places,  among  them  to  Skarzysko,  Starachowice,  Pionki  and  Czestochowa.  To 
corroborate  his  words  he  allotted  to  every  inmate  leaving  the  camp  a  new  working 
clothes. 

On  November  16  a  17  of  November  3  transports  were  sent  with  a  total  4,500  persons. 
About  the  fate  of  the  deported  persons  came  later  news,  that  they  really  were  transferred 
to  armament  factories...  and  that  the  conditions  there  are  much  better  that  in  the  Plaszow 
camp.  In  the  Plaszow  camp  find  themselves  now  about  8,600  Jews,  working  there  in  the 
extensively  developed  craftsmen  workshops.”21 

And  now  to  the  epilogue  of  the  Plaszow  camp: 

“The  camp  in  Plaszow,  was  the  last  stage  of  the  Krakow' s  Jews,  and  also  of  many  others 
from  Tamow  and  Bochnia.  Through  that  camp  passed  35,000  prisoners,  including  5,000 
Poles.  After  liquidation  of  the  Krakow  ghetto  there  were  in  Plaszow  about  10,000  Jews 
from  Krakow.  From  that  number  returned  to  Krakow  in  the  summer  1945  about  2,000, 
including  700  from  the  camp  Briinlitz.  About  3,000  Jews  which  the  end  of  the  war  found 
themselves  in  Briinlitz  did  not  return  to  Krakow.”22 

In  view  of  that  over  5.000  Krakow's  Jews  survived  the  holocaust,  and  Dr.  Weichert, 
had  certainly  contributed  to  it,  and  certainly  alleviated  the  suffering  of  many  others. 

After  the  war  on  March  6,  1945,  Dr.  Weichert  was  apprehended  by  UB  functionaries, 
in  Krakow  for  interrogation,  though  a  formal  arrest  warrant  was  issued  only  on  April 
5,  1945,  The  initiators  of  that  step  had  been  members  of  the  Central  Jewish 
Committee,  especially  previous  members  of  the  Jewish  underground,  who  now  exerted 
major  influence  in  all  Jewish  post-war  institutions.  On  August  13,  1945  Dr.  Weichert 
was  presented  with  an  indictment,  accusing  him,  among  others  things  of  “acting  in 
favor  of  the  German  occupation  authority,  and  to  the  detriment  of  the  Polish  state”  His 
trial  date  was  set  for  November  27,  1945.  From  the  day  of  apprehension  to  the  end  of 
his  trial  he  was  kept  in  custody.  In  conclusion  the  Special  Criminal  Court,  after 
investigation  and  two  court  sessions,  which  took  place  on  November  27,  1945,  and 
January  5,  1945,  acquitted  Dr.  Weichert  on  January  12,  1946  of  all  charges.  After 
more  than  10  months  Dr.  Weichert  was  released  from  prison.  The  appeal  of  the 
prosecution  before  the  Highest  National  Tribunal  was  turned  down  on  September  20, 
1946. 

All  those  Jewish  circles  who  brought  Dr.  Weichert  to  the  trial  in  the  first  place  could 
not  reconcile  themselves  with  Weichert' s  rehabilitation,  and  started  a  campaign  to 
compel  him  to  stand  trial  before  Civic  Court,  in  the  frame  of  the  Central  Jewish 
Committee,  which  aim  was  to  investigate  all  Jews  suspected  of  collaboration  with  the 
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Nazi  regime.  That  Civic  Court  had  no  authority  to  compel  Dr.  Weichert  to  stand  a  new 
trial,  the  only  way  was  t  convince  him  to  stand  a  renewed  trial,  of  his  own  will,  as  the 
only  chance  of  returning  to  the  public  life.  By  an  organized  battue  of  besmirch  and 
denigration  in  the  Jewish  newspapers  and  magazines,  not  flinching  before  the  worst 
kind  of  accusations,  like  that  Dr.  Weichert  was  a  close  friend  of  the  Nazi  Governor 
General  Hans  Frank,  and  calling  him  a  “German  lackey”  on  the  one  hand;  and  by 
promising  him  that  four  out  of  seven  judges  will  be  named  by  Weichert' s  (a  promise 
not  to  be  kept)  on  the  other,  Dr.  Weichert  let  himself  be  lured  into  accepting  the 
challenge.  Dr.  Weichert  whose  whole  life  orbited  round  the  Jewish  cause  and  culture 
saw  in  it  the  only  chance  to  be  accepted  again  by  the  Jewish  nation  and  its  institutions, 
consented  on  November  1,  1948  to  stand  trial  before  the  panel  of  seven  prominent 
Jews. 

The  hearings  lasted  from  November  25  to  December  19,  1949.  On  December  28,  the 
tribunal  announced  its  verdict: 

“The  Civic  Court  affiliated  to  the  Central  Jewish  Committee  in  Poland  ...declares: 

The  Civic  Court  ascertains  that  the  organization  J.U.S.  was  called  to  life  by  the  German 
authorities,  and  in  the  interests  of  those  authorities. 

The  Civic  Court  ascertains  that  Dr.  Michal  Weichert  by  accepting  appointment  of 
chairmanship  of  that  organization,  collaborative  by  its  very  establishment,  by  activity  in 
that  post,  and  by  persevering  in  that  post,  in  spite  of  the  appeal  of  the  underground 
organization,  is  guilty  of  cooperation  with  the  German  authority. 

Adjudging  the  guilt  of  Michael  Weichert  as  a  collaborator,  the  Civic  Court  severely 
condemns  him”23 

That  verdict  possessed  formally  no  legal  power  of  any  sanctions  against  Dr.  Weichert, 
and  certainly  no  authority  to  supersede  the  previous  verdict  passed  by  the  Polish 
Special  Criminal  Court,  but  it  had  a  moral  power  to  oust  Dr.  Weichert  from  the  society 
of  decent  human  being.  And  if  previously  Dr.  Weichert  was  ostracized  by  the  Jewish 
society  only,  now  he  became  discredited  by  the  Polish  society  as  well. 

In  their  collective  petition  to  the  Central  Administration  of  the  Theaters,  signed  by  10 
prominent  writers  and  jurisprudence,  on  March  17,  1956,  is  written  among  other 
things: 

“Not  entering  into  the  essence  of  the  verdict,  and  not  to  the  reason  of  his  hitherto 
exclusion  from  artistic  activity,  we  deem,  that  it  is  time  after  10  years  of  enforced 
inactivity  to  grant  him  the  possibility  of  renewed  integration  in  the  artistic  life.  In  our 
opinion  to  deprive  permanently  a  writer  or  an  artist  of  the  right  to  work  in  his  field  is  the 
most  sever  punishment,  on  which  Weichert  was  not  condemned  either  by  the  State  or  the 
Civic  Court.  It  concerns  not  only  with  a  wrong  done  to  Weichert  as  an  artist,  but  before 
all  with  the  unquestionable  loss,  which  sustains  the  Polish  theater”24 

On  March  30,  1950  Weichert  applied  for  a  permit  to  immigrate  to  Israel.  On 
November  3  he  received  a  negative  answer.  After  filing  on  November  18  an  appeal,  on 
December  27,  he  received  again  a  negative  answer.  On  October  14,  1957  Weichert 
received  a  passport  allowing  him  to  leave  for  Israel,  valid  only  in  one  direction.  He  left 
Poland  on  January  23,  1958.  In  Israel  he  was  also  not  admitted  to  any  artistic, 
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theatrics,  activity,  because  of  a  label  of  collaborator  that  stuck  to  him,  and  because  the 
same  Jewish  circles,  which  had  persecuted  him  in  Poland,  and  now  receiving  in  Israel 
the  highest  veneration,  continued  to  persecute  him.a 

One  final  thing,  the  archive  of  J.S.S.  and  J.U.S.  which  include  details  about  assistance 
to  Jewish  communities  in  Poland  and  to  the  labor  camps,  Weichert's  correspondence 
with  the  local  committees  in  Poland,  and  Jewish  organizations  abroad,  all  kept 
meticulously  by  Dr.  Weichert,  was  preserved  in  the  stores  of  R.G.O.  The  550  files  are 
now  in  the  Jewish  Historical  Institute  in  Poland,  and  their  microfilms  in  the  archive  of 
Yad  Vashem.  They  are  the  most  important,  and  in  many  cases  the  only  information 
about  the  last  years  of  the  Jewish  communities  in  Poland  and  their  extermination.  As  an 
example  I  am  attaching  to  this  book  the  file  of  Chellm.  (See  appendix  No.  4) 


a  See  Chapter  No.  ID,  §  No.  25  of  this  book 


CHAPTER  II 


The  “Benefactor”. 

In  this  chapter  “The  Benefactor”,  as  well  as  in  the  next  one  -’’The  Villain”-will  be  cited 
documents,  testimonies,  and  quotations  from  books,  articles,  and  other  sources. 
However,  all  of  them  will  consist  only  materials-  written  by  people  who  had  been 
directly  involved  or  connected  with  the  activity  of  “Judische  Soziale  Selbsthilfe”-J.S.S. 
the  Jewish  Social  Self-Help,  and  of  “Judische  Unterstuzungsstelle”-J.U.S.-the  Jewish 
Support  Center.  To  make  it  clear,  no  comments,  evaluations  or  interpretation  will  be 
included  here.  Neither  the  books  nor  the  testimonies  of  Dr.  Weichert  himself  will  be 
included  in  this  chapter. 

1 .  Pinkas  Hakehiloth,  Encyclopedia  shel  Haishuvim,  Encyclopedia  of  Jewish 

localities,  Volume  III,  Western  Galicia  and  Silesia,  Yad-Vashem,  Jerusalem  T'BWn 

P.  33  Krakow: 

“In  the  ghetto  acted  institutions  which  assisted  old-aged  persons,  orphans,  the  hungry 
and  the  sick.  The  orphanage  one  of  the  most  magnificent  pre-war  institutions  of  the 
Jewish  community  in  Krakow  struggled  for  its  existence  from  the  first  day  of  the 
German  invasion.  Its  management  composed  of  the  leaders  of  Jewish  community  in  the 
city  and  the  Judenrat  took  care  of  the  orphans  to  the  best  of  their  ability  also  in  that  hard 

period.  At  the  end  of  1940  there  were  140  orphans .  Also  the  branch  of  J.S.S. 

assisted  to  that  institution .  ' 

The  Jewish  organizations  in  the  frame  of  JSS,  developed  activity  to  alleviate  the  situation 
in  ghetto,  for  instance  they  took  care  for  300  children  who  were  placed  at  the  foster 
families.  It  opened  public  kitchens,  and  organized  professional  courses  for  the  youth.” 

P.  46-Ulanow: 

“On  January  1942,  was  established  in  Ulanow  ghetto.  At  that  time  concentrated  in  the 
ghetto  1400  persons.  In  the  ghetto  acted  representation  of  J.S.S.  and  they  provided  to  the 
needy  food,  clothes  and  medicines.  In  February  of  that  year  460  Jews  received  assistance 
from  JUS  third  of  the  population  of  the  ghetto.” 

P.  54-Osiek: 

“During  the  German  occupation  heavy  interdictions  were  imposed  on  the  Jews  of 
Osiek....  The  financial  situation  of  Osiek  came  from  bad  to  worse.  In  the  place  acted 
branch  of  JSS,  which  extended  assistance  to  the  needy.  Public  kitchen  distributed  hot 
meals.  In  February  1942,  availed  themselves  of  the  assistance  of  J.S.S.  170  persons.  To 
the  sick  was  given  medical  assistance  free  of  charge.” 

P.  59-Baligrod: 

“The  German  policy  of  restrictions  and  interdictions  caused  financial  distress.  Many 
families  suffered  from  of  hunger,  many  were  on  the  point  of  starvation.  In  Baligrod 
acted  JSS,  which  opened  public  kitchen  and  helped  the  needy. 
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In  winter  of  1941-42  hunger  and  diseases  took  a  heavy  toll.  In  February  1942,  200 
persons  availed  themselves  of  the  assistance  of  J.S.S.” 

P.  63-Bobowa: 

“Already  in  the  beginning  of  September  1940,  applied  Messinger  the  head  of  Judenrat  in 
Bobowa  to  J.S.S.  in  Krakow,  with  request  of  assistance  especially  for  refugees,  lacking 
everything.  In  April  1941  was  established  in  Bobowa  a  branch  of  J.S.S.  Till  the  end  of 
1941  J.S.S.  sent  financial  help  amounting  to  4650  zlotys,  in  March  1942-1300  zlotys. 
In  June  1942-800  zlotys.  JSS  opened  public  kitchen  —at  the  end  of  1940  the  number  of 
meals  distributed  in  the  public  kitchen  increased  from  94  in  February  1941  to  240  in 
November  of  that  year.  Those  meals  consisting  of  2-3  dishes  were  for  many  the  only 
food.  The  kitchen  acted  till  the  liquidation  of  the  ghetto.” 

P.  68-Bochnia: 

“J.S.S.  opened  here  public  kitchen,  it  organized  mutual  assistance,  opened  dispensary, 
which  extended  medical  assistance  help,  and  distributed  for  the  sick  free  of  charge 
medicines.” 

P.  70  Bukowsko: 

“In  March  1941  J.S.S.  opened  here  public  kitchen,  and  the  needy  received  hot  meals. 
J.S.S.  also  distributed  clothes,  and  small  financial  help.  In  February  1942  received 
assistance  from  J.U.S.  50  persons.” 

P.  72  Brzozow: 

“The  Ghetto  was  established  in  the  second  half  of  1941,  and  here  were  concentrated 
Jews  from  adjacent  villages.  In  September  1941  acted  in  the  ghetto  Brzozow  a  branch  of 
J.U.S. ,  that  extended  assistance  to  the  needy.” 

P.  74-Brzostek: 

“In  1941  acted  in  place  public  kitchen  on  behalf  of  J.S.S.,  that  provided  meals  for  the 
needy” 

P.  87-Bielsko-Biala: 

“hi  1942  when,  destitute,  hunger,  and  diseases  commanded  the  town,  financial  and 
medical  assistance  was  extended  to  the  needy  by  J.S.S.  J.S.S.  established  old-aged 
house,  dispensary,  and  a  public  kitchen  that  distributed  hundreds  hot  meals  daily.” 

P.  92-Blazowa: 

“There  is  information  that  here  was  a  branch  of  J.S.S.  still  acting  in  March  1942.  The 
numbers  of  distributed  meals  at  that  time  reached  300.” 
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P.  93-Gdow: 

“From  1941  and  till  liquidation  of  the  community  in  1942,  acted  here  branch  of  J.S.S.,  it 
opened  a  public  kitchen.  Tens  of  needy  people  received  here  hot  meals.  The  Judenrat  and 
J.S.S.  opened  dispensary  for  the  sick,  free  of  charge.” 

P.  96-Gorlice: 

“hi  order  to  reduce  the  suffering  and  starvation  of  the  refugees  and  the  poor  in  the  town 
in  1940  started  the  connection  with  J.S.S.  and  in  1941  was  established  in  Gorlica  branch 
of  J.U.S.  In  February  1942  received  here  assistance  300  Jews,” 

P.  98-Glogow: 

“  It  is  known  that  in  the  town  acted  J.S.S.  that  supported  the  poor.  In  1942  the 
number  if  needy  reached  220.” 

P.lOO-Gromnik: 

“It  is  known  that  in  the  beginning  of  1942  the  Jews  of  Gromnik  were  receiving  assistance 
from  JSS.  Besides  J.S.S.  organized  here  professional  training  for  the  youth  in 
agriculture.  In  the  notes  of  J.S.S.  was  published  that  in  July  1942  worked  in  agriculture 
41  Jews.” 

P.102-Grybdw: 

“With  the  increase  of  the  destitute  in  town  Judenrat  extended  assistance  to  the  needy  and 
the  local  branch  of  J.S.S.  opened  public  kitchen.  At  the  end  of  autumn  of  1940  the 
number  of  Jews  amounted  to  1320  Jews,  out  of  them  500  received  assistance  from  J.S.S. 
According  to  the  report  of  JSS  the  number  of  the  needy  at  that  time  reached  606  persons, 
hi  1941  were  brought  to  Grybow  400  refugees  and  the  local  community  could  not  help 
them  and  applied  with  an  urgent  request  to  JSS.  In  March  1942  J.S.S.  opened  here 
clothing  workshop  and  organized  professional  training  for  girls.” 

P.  106-Dobczyca: 

“In  1940  were  brought  to  Dobczyca  Jews  from  surrounding  localities.  In  order  to  assist 
the  needy  the  local  branch  of  J.S.S.  distributed  meals  in  the  public  kitchen.” 

P.  1 10-Dqbrowa  Tarnowska: 

“In  1940  applied  Judenrat  to  the  center  of  J.S.S.  in  Krakow  for  financial  assistance,  but 
started  to  receive  it  only  at  the  end  1940.  From  January  1941  and  till  May  1942, 
Judenrat  received  from  J.S.S.  9,000  zlotys.  In  1942  broke  an  epidemic,  J.S.S.  assisted 
in  maintaining  a  hospital.” 

P.  114-Dukla: 

“In  1941  the  financial  situation  aggravated,  J.S.S.  established  here  a  public  kitchen  that 
provided  hot  meals  for  the  needy.” 
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P.123-D$bica: 

“In  June  1940  were  a  number  of  Jews  were  caught  from  D^bica  to  Pustkow,  where  the 
were  employed  in  erecting  a  labor  camp  that  was  opened  in  November  that  year,  and 
lasted  till  1944.  It  became  a  place  of  torture  and  murder  of  the  local  Jews.  The  Judenrat 
of  D^bica  tried  to  relieve  their  situation.  In  exchange  for  a  great  bribery  the  command 
of  the  camp  a  kitchen  was  organized  in  the  camp  with  food  products  provided  by  J.S.S. 
that  arrangement  allayed  the  hardship  of  the  inmates.  Also  in  D^bica  itself  was  opened  a 
public  kitchen  by  J.S.S.  which  distributed  food  for  hundreds  of  the  needy.” 

P.127-Wadowice: 

“In  1940  were  brought  to  Wadowice  300  families  from  the  surrounding  villages.  The 
branch  of  J.S.S.  opened  here  a  public  kitchen  that  distributed  hot  meals  for  the  poor  and 
the  needy.” 

P.  130-Wielopole  Skrzynskie: 

“The  town  was  deprived  of  all  sources  of  income.  In  1940  was  opened  in  the  town  by 
J.S.S.  public  kitchen  for  the  poor,  J.S.S.  also  distributed  financial  help  to  the  needy.” 

P.  135-Wieliczka: 

“With  assistance  of  J.S.S.  was  organized  here  two  public  kitchen,  dispensary,  and 
distribution  of  food  to  the  needy.  At  the  end  of  1941  was  opened  in  Wieliczka  branch  of 
J.S.S.  In  February  1942  it  dispensed  assistance  to  1200  persons.” 

P.  139-WisniecNowy: 

“In  1941  in  order  to  prevent  or  at  least  to  decrease  catching  people  to  the  labor  camps, 
Judenrat  together  with  the  local  branch  of  J.S.S.  started  to  organize  professional  training. 
In  1942  was  organized  a  professional  training  for  production  of  brushes,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  year  was  opened  a  training  course  for  agriculture,  in  that  course  participated 
about  100  persons.  In  1941-1942  was  dispensed  assistance  to  the  needy.” 

P.  141-Zabno: 

“In  1942  J.U.S.  opened  here  a  public  kitchen.  In  Zabno  was  opened  a  branch  of  J.S.S. 
hi  February  1942  were  under  the  care  of  J.S.S,  260  Jews.” 

P.  152-Zywiec: 

“In  November  1943  was  founded  near  Zywiec  a  labor  camp  and  among  its  inmates  were 
also  Jews.  JSS  from  Krakow  supplied  to  the  Jewish  inmates  in  the  camp  food,  in 
addition  to  the  starvation  rations  received  by  them  in  the  camp.  The  labor  camp  was 
liquidated  in  January  1945.” 

P.  166-Rzeszow 

“The  Judenrat  together  with  the  local  branch  of  J.S.S.  managed  by  Adolf  Fiszman,  and 
Jacob  Birman  organized  assistance  to  the  most  needy.  In  spring  1942,  availed  themselves 
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from  the  assistance  about  2,500  Jews.  In  the  ghetto  were  founded  two  public  kitchen, 
that  distributed  hundreds  of  meals  daily.” 

P.  187-Tamdw: 

“At  the  end  of  1940  received  about  2,000  grown-up  meals  in  3  public  kitchen.  On 
October  1941  the  Jews  were  forbidden  to  leave  the  place  without  a  special  permission. 
The  restriction  of  movement  increased  even  more  the  financial  distress  of  the  Jews.  The 
prices  of  food  raised  steeply,  many  Jews  famished.  In  that  period  the  local  branch  of 
JSS  expanded  its  activity.  A  special  kitchen  provided  meals  for  750  children  aged  3-14, 
they  received  two  hot  meals  daily.” 

P.  199-Tyczyn: 

“It  is  known  that  branch  of  J.S.S.  was  foimded  here.” 

P.  200-Tirawa  Woloska: 

“The  local  branch  of  J.S.S. ,  supported  the  needy,  distributed  them  hot  meals  and 
clothes” 

P.  211-Jaslo 

“Judenrat  paid  special  attention  to  the  poor,  refugees,  children  and  the  sick.  It  applied  to 
the  center  of  J.S.S.  in  Krakow,  and  already  in  December  1940,  was  opened  in  Jaslo  the 
branch  of  JSS,  to  its  management  belonged:  Jacob  Goldstein,  Dr.  Leon  Berger,  Lejb 
Zommer,  Meir  Frenkel  and  the  teacher  Chaim  S.  In  February  1942  under  the  care  of 
J.S.S.  were  500  persons.  Judenrat  and  J.S.S.  distributed  food  to  the  needy,  public  kitchen 
was  opened.  Besides,  an  elementary-7  classes  school  was  opened,  where  learnt  300 
pupils.  That  school  acted  from  1940  till  July  15,  1941.  In  the  town  was  also  a 
kindergarten  which  took  care  for  180  children,  an  orphanage  and  a  hospital.” 

P.  223-Jedlica: 

“In  1941  increased  destitute  of  the  local  population  in  Jaslo,  but  most  of  all  of  the 
refugees  and  displaced  persons  who  came  here  from  other  places.  In  February  1942  was 
under  the  care  of  J.S.S.  200  Jews.” 

P.  224-Jodlowa: 

“In  1940  came  to  Jodlowa  were  brought  refugees  from  Lodz.  In  1941  they  received 
assistance  from  J.S.S.  In  February  1942  under  the  care  of  J.S.S.  were  1 10  Jews.” 

P.  225-Jordanow: 

“At  the  end  of  1941  was  opened  in  Jordanow  a  Branch  of  J.S.S.  which  assisted 
to  the  local  people  and  refugees.  In  February  1942,  were  under  its  care  170 
Jews,  in  Jordanow  was  opened  also  a  public  kitchen.” 


P.  237-Limanowa 
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‘The  Jews  suffered  from  many  interdictions  and  restrictions.  Especially  hard  was  the 
situation  of  500  refugees  from  Lodz  that  were  brought  here  in  March  1940.  They 
subsisted  in  condition  of  terrible  congestion;  J.U.S.  provided  them  small  rations  of  food. 
In  the  town  itself  in  autumn  1940  lived  895  Jews,  among  them  95  refugees,  out  of  them 
about  300  received  assistance  from  J.S.S.  The  local  branch  of  J.S.S.  was  opened  only  in 
June  1941.  To  realize  the  gap  between  the  need  and  the  supplied  may  serve  the  fact  that 
July  1941 -was  received  20  kg  of  meat  for  more  than  800  needy  persons. 

P.  239-Makdw  Podhalanski: 

“In  the  summer  1941  the  situation  of  the  Jews  aggravated,  on  behalf  of  J.S.S.  was  given 
assistance  to  the  needy.” 

P.  250-Myslenice: 

“In  the  year  1941-1942  acted  here  a  branch  of  J.S.S.,  which  extended  assistance  to  the 
needy.” 

P.  255-Nowy  Targ: 

“In  the  beginning  of  1941  aggravated  the  financial  situation  of  the  Jews  on  Nowy  Targ. 
To  the  assistance  of  the  needy  came  Judenrat  and  the  local  branch  of  J.S.S.,  public 
kitchen  was  opened,  food  products  and  medicines  were  distributed.” 

P.  263-Nowy  S4.cz: 

“From  November  1940  the  care  for  the  needy  was  taken  over  by  to  the  local  branch  of 
J.S.S.  In  autumn  1940  a  stream  of  refugees  and  displaced  persons  overran  Nowy  Sqcz 
obliging  special  arrangement  for  assistance.  Major  task  in  that  field  fulfilled  the  people 
of  J.S.S.  under  the  management  of  Jechezkiel  Gotreich,  and  his  assistants  Israel 
Friedman.  About  the  extent  of  the  assistance  can  be  learnt  from  the  following  data:  in 
the  months  July  -October  1949  were  assisted  by  various  way  2290  Jews,  among  them 
about  1000  refugees,  in  that  period  of  time  were  distributed  daily  about  200  meals  for 
the  local  population  and  about  300  for  refugees  and  the  displaced  persons.  In  November 
1940  were  assisted  by  JSS  2500  Jews.  In  the  months  May- August  of  1940  was  given  in 
the  dispensary  medical  assistance  to  about  4,300  Jews.  The  hospital  and  the  dispensary 
received  medical  equipment  and  medicines  from  J.S.S.  From  time  to  time  Judenrat  and 
the  local  branch  of  J.S.S.  organized  money-raising  among  the  population,  and  were 
assisted  by  the  JSS  from  Krakow.” 

P.  268-Niepolomice: 

“In  the  second  half  of  1941,  was  opened  here  branch  of  J.S.S.,  and  under  its  care  were 
280  Jews,  a  public  kitchen  distributed  food  for  the  needy.  In  March  1942  was  acting 
here  also  a  dispensary.” 

P.  273-Sanok: 

“In  the  summer  1941,  to  the  ghetto  were  brought  also  Jews  from  the  surroundings,  and 
in  the  result  of  it  increased  the  congestion,  and  destitute  diseases  spread  out.  Judenrat 
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and  the  local  branch  of  J.S.S.  opened  public  kitchen  which  distributed  hundreds  meals 
daily.” 

P.  278-Sokoldw: 

‘With  the  financial  assistance  of  JSS  the  Judenrat  opened  in  Sokolow  public  kitchen, 
which  distributed  hot  meals.  In  February  1942  received  assistance  200  persons. 
Judenrat  with  assistance  with  J.S.S.  tried  to  supple  work  and  professional  training  for 
the  youth,  to  allow  them  receive  labor  cards,  protecting  them  against  deportation.  “ 

P.  286-Strzyzdw: 

“In  February  1942  the  number  of  dependent  on  the  welfare  was  280.  Judenrat  and  J.S.S. 
made  efforts  that  the  Jews  will  be  employed  in  agriculture. 

P.  288-Skawina: 

“In  1942  existed  in  Skawina  branch  of  J.S.S.  In  February  1942  were  under  its  care 
about  200  Jews.  During  that  period  existed  public  kitchen  and  dispensary.  The  people  of 
J.S.S.  applied  to  the  German  authorities  to  find  working  places  for  the  Jews  in  the 
agriculture,  and  received  permission  for  employment  of  40  persons.  In  autumn  1942 
acted  several  workshops  in  the  town  among  them  a  tailor's  workshop.” 

P.  293-Pilzno: 

“At  the  end  of  1941,  that  is  at  the  end  of  its  existence  J.S.S.  opened  a  local  branch  in 
Pilzno.” 

P.  295-Pruchnik: 

“The  branch  of  J.S.S.  in  Pruchnik  assisted  the  Jews,  it  tried  to  receive  permission  from 
German  authorities  to  employ  the  Jews  in  the  surroundings  farms,  and  in  summer  1942 
worked  there  60  Jews. 

P.  293-Frisztak: 

“At  the  end  of  1939  came  to  Frisztak  refugees  from  Lodz  and  in  spring  1940  from 
Krakow.  In  1940  started  distribution  of  food  to  the  needy.  With  assistance  of  Judenrat 
was  opened  branch  of  J.S.S.,  and  in  1942  200  Jews  received  from  it  assistance,  in 
Frisztak  was  opened  public  kitchen  and  dispensary.” 

P.  302-Czamy  Dunajec: 

“In  1942  aggravated  the  situation  in  Czamy  Dunajec  and  with  the  assistance  of  J.S.S. 
was  opened  public  kitchen  which  gave  help  to  the  needy.” 

P.  332-Kroscienko: 

“In  the  second  half  of  1940  and  in  1941,  started  catching  to  the  labor  camps.  In  the 
beginning  Judenrat  and  J.S.S.  succeeded  to  maintain  contact  with  the  inmates  of  the 
camp,  and  to  provide  them  food,  clothes  and  medicines.  In  the  summer  of  1942  the 
contact  with  them  was  cut  off.” 
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P.  336-Krzeszowice: 

“In  1940  the  local  branch  of  J.S.S.  extended  help  to  the  needy.” 

P.  345-Radlow: 

“The  center  of  J.S.S.  in  Krakow  extended  assistance  in  food  and  clothes  to  the  needy, 
both  local  and  the  refugees.” 

P.  346-Ranizow: 

“In  1940  were  supported  the  needy  by  Joint  and  in  1941  by  J.S.S.,  the  needy  received 
from  tune  to  time  financial  help.” 

P.  350-Rozwaddw: 

“In  1940-1941,  were  brought  to  Rozwadow  refugees  from  surroundings  localities.  J.S.S. 
extended  assistance  to  the  local  people  and  the  refugees.  The  public  kitchen  of  J.S.S. 
distributed  hundreds  meal  daily.” 

P.  356-Riglica: 

“The  branch  of  J.S.S.  and  members  of  Judenrat  arranged  public  kitchen  and  distributed 
hot  meals  to  the  needy  both  local  people  and  refugees.” 

P.  358-Rymandw: 

“hi  1940  were  brought  to  Rymanow  displaced  persons  from  neighboring  localities,  but 
also  from  the  far-away  ones.  In  the  result  the  number  of  Jews  increased  to  3,000.  In 
1941  the  destitution  was  on  the  rise.  J.S.S.  opened  public  kitchen  which  distributed 
hundreds  meals  daily,  also  the  sick  received  medical  assistance.” 

P.  366-Szczucin: 

“In  1940-1941  arrived  in  Szczucin  refugees  from  Krakow,  and  in  July  1941,  also  from 
the  surrounding  villages.  To  help  the  refugees  and  the  needy  was  opened  in  Szczucin 
before  September  1941  a  branch  of  J.S.S.,  In  February  1942  were  under  its  care  120 
Jews.” 

2.  Jonas  Turkow,  Azoy  iz  es  geven:  The  Warsaw  Diary  of  Chaim  A.  Kaplan,  ed.  A.  I. 
Katsh,  New  York  1965,  p.227: 

“All  that  was  best  and  noblest  in  Jewish  Warsaw  at  the  time,  was  centered  around  JSS” 

3.  Testimony  of  Edmund  Seyfried  on  the  first  hearing  of  the  Special  Criminal 
Court  on  the  27. 1 0. 1 945 : 

“Witness:  Seyfried  Edmund  in  December  1940  I  started  my  work  in  R.G.O.,  in  the 
beginning  as  the  head  of  the  economic-financial  department  later  as  the  head  of  R.G.O. 
By  virtue  of  that  function  I  was  in  contact  with  Dr.  Weichert.  On  the  address  of  R.G.O. 
were  coming  gifts  destined  for  the  whole  non-German  civil  population,  in  which  the  Jews 
participated,  according  to  the  established  key  in  the  beginning  amounting  to  17%  and 
later  16%.  I  found  Dr.  Weichert  already  on  the  post  of  the  chairman  if  JSS.  therefore  I 
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could  not  answer  in  the  preliminary  investigation  on  the  question  if  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Germans.  From  the  relations  of  the  chairman  of  R.G.O.,  arose  that  Dr.  Weichert  was 
appointed  in  April  1940,  by  the  existing  then  in  Warsaw  institutions,  and  that  he  was 

unanimously  elected  on  that  position . It  is  out  of  question  that  he  was  appointed  by 

the  Germans,  because  according  to  the  statute,  the  Germans,  either  approved  the 
presented  to  them  candidates  or  rejected  them.  In  July  1942,  N.R.O.  was  dissolved 
together  with  J.S.S.  The  place  of  J.S.S.  took  J.U.S.,  formally  that  institution  did  not  exist 
because  it  had  no  statute,  but  in  fact  it  fulfilled  its  functions,  in  the  person  of  Dr. 
Weichert.  Why  the  German  created  J.U.S.?  On  that  I  can  express  only  my  personal 
opinion,  according  to  me  the  only  reason  was  the  fact,  that  there  had  to  exist  somebody 
who  was  receiving  and  acknowledging  the  gifts  destined  for  the  Jews.  From  the  other 
side  existed  competitive  struggle  between  the  administration  German  authorities  and  the 
Gestapo.  The  administration  authorities  were  concerned  not  to  reduce  the  activities  of 
their  departments,  which  will  result  in  sending  their  officials  to  the  front. 

About  the  Jewish  underground  organization  I  heard  only  in  August  1943,  when  Marek 
Arczyriski  broke  to  me  the  decision  of  the  Coordinating  Committee.  Till  then  I  did  not 
know  about  the  existence  of  Jewish  underground  organization.  The  conference  took  place 
in  my  office.  Arczyriski  informed  Dr.  Weichert  about  the  categorical  demand  of  the 
Coordinating  Committee  to  liquidate  J.U.S.;  they  imagined  that  by  disappearance  of  Dr. 
Weichert  that  institution  would  stop  to  exist.  If  that  would  really  happen,  that  was  a 
question?  Dr.  Weichert  was  convinced,  that  somebody  else  would  assume  that  position. 
The  reason  by  which  the  underground  organization  motivated  liquidation  of  J.U.S.  was 
the  position  that  at  the  moment  of  mass  extermination  of  the  Jews,  any  activity  of  J.U.S. 
is  detrimental.  At  the  beginning  Dr.  Weichert  agreed  to  liquidation  of  J.U.S.  and  a  fixed 
day  was  established--  December  15,  1943.  Afterwards  that  event  was  transferred  to  a 
later  date.  Dr.  Weichert  expressed  his  objection  with  regard  to  submitting  himself  to  that 
decision,  which  in  his  opinion  from  the  humanitarian  point  of  view  was  unjust.  He 
contended  that  if  there  exist  a  possibility  of  rescuing  people,  they  should  be  rescued.  Dr. 
Weichert  asked  me  to  contact  the  underground  organization  and  bring  about  to  a  revision 
of  their  decision;  they  however  persisted  in  their  demand. 

The  chairman:  by  what  motives  was  directed  the  accused,  refusing  the  order  of  fulfilling 
the  instruction? 

The  witness:  Dr.  Weichert  besides  the  purely  humanitarian  motive  other  motives  of 
personal  nature  did  not  present.  In  the  decision  of  Dr.  Weichert  I  did  not  perceive 
absolutely  personal  advantages.  At  that  time  the  fate  of  each  Pole  was  insecure  the  more 
so  of  a  Jew.  His  position  gave  him  no  guarantees,  he  knew  too  much.  From  the  other  side 
the  underground  organization  offered  him  possibilities  much  more  far-reaching  like 
hiding  or  going  abroad,  putting  to  his  disposal  unlimited  financial  means.  That  was, 
therefore,  from  the  personal  point  of  view,  much  more  advantageous  proposition.  If  in 
spite  of  all  he  did  not  accept  it,  he  was  directed  by  humanitarian  motives.  We,  during  the 
activity  of  R.G.O.  had  enough  sad  experiences,  no  papers  of  German  authorities  gave 
guarantees,  the  Germans  did  not  reckon  with  anybody  I  myself  had  good  papers,  and  in 
spite  of  that  was  for  2  months  under  arrest. 

The  chairman:  did  Coordinating  Committee  declared  readiness  to  assume  protection  over 
the  camps,  if  Weichert  will  leave  his  post? 

Witness:  Arczyriski  in  my  presence  announced  that  in  case  of  liquidation  of  J.U.S.  the 
Coordinating  Committee  would  assume  the  assistance  to  the  camps.  The  conversation 
between  Arczyriski  and  Dr.  Weichert  took  place  in  the  autumn  1943,  in  mine  nd 
Dobrowolski's  presence.  We  tried  to  prevail  upon  Dr.  Weichert  to  agree  to  the  demands 
of  the  underground  organizations.  Dr.  Weichert  argued  that  the  underground 
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organization  is  detached  from  the  life  in  the  camps,  and  that  the  people  not  knowing  the 
camps  could  not  decide  about  the  fate  of  the  people  in  the  camps. 

The  Chainnan:  did  Dr.  Weichert  realize,  that  the  Jews  in  the  camps  are  doomed  to 
death? 

Witness:  he  realized  that  they  are  exposed  to  a  great  danger,  but  always  believed  that 
part  of  them  could  be  saved. 

Chairman:  was  the  world  informed  what  is  going  on  in  our  country? 

Witness:  on  September  1943  Prof.  Vyss  from  the  International  Red  Cross  in  Geneva 
paid  a  visit  to  Krakow.  Dr.  Weichert  was  not  admitted  to  see  him.  On  the  request  of  Dr. 
Weichert  I  informed  Dr.  Vyss  about  what  is  going  on  here,  and  handed  to  him  data 
supplied  to  me  by  Dr.  Weichert,  relating  to  the  extermination  of  the  Jews.  Later  came 
also  to  Krakow  representative  of  the  International  Red  Cross  from  Sweden—  pastor 
Hellquist,  whom  I  also  informed  what  is  going  on  here.  Prof.  Vyss  was  again  in  the 
beginning  of  1944  in  Krakow  and  again  received  from  me  precise  information,  so  that  he 
was  perfectly  well  informed  what  the  Germans  are  doing  here  to  the  Jews. 

The  chairman:  did  the  gifts  reach  the  camps? 

Witness:  on  that  question  may  answer  in  the  best  way  the  inmates.  If  it  concerns  the 
camp  Plaszow  I  know  that  the  gifts  were  reaching  the  camp.  R.G.O.  also  was  sending 
packages,  from  which  in  major  part  were  reaching  the  camp.  We  realized  that  part  of 
them  are  lost  on  the  way,  but  the  very  fact  of  sending  them  legalized  whatever  illegally 
came  to  the  camp,  and  if  with  some  prisoner  was  found  food  and  medicines,  he  could 
always  explain  that  they  derive  from  the  gifts. 

The  chairman:  how  would  you  evaluate  the  charitable  activity  of  J.U.S.? 

Witness:  absolutely  positive. 

The  chairman:  did  you  hear  that  the  accused  said,  that  his  leadership  is  in  London? 
Witness:  I  hear  about  it  for  the  first  time. 

The  chairman:  do  you  think  that  Dr.  Weichert  had  clean  hands? 

Witness:  that  is  my  sacred  conviction. 

Prosecutor:  what  influenced  the  Germans  in  the  decision  of  reactivating  J.U.S.  was  it  in 
the  interest  of  the  Germans  or  the  Jews? 

Witness:  everything  the  Germans  did  was  before  all  in  their  interests. 

Prosecutor:  did  the  foreign  countries  believed  in  the  information  of  Vyss. 

Witness:  when  Dr.  Vyss  was  for  the  first  time  in  Poland,  he  did  not  know  about  the 
extermination  actions  against  the  Jews,  about  which  I  have  informed  him.  During  his 
second  visit  he  was  perfectly  well  informed.  Pastor  Hellquist  I  had  informed  thoroughly. 
When  he  came  to  control  the  Swedish  gifts,  I  took  him  round  R.G.O.'  magazines  and  I 
had  the  possibility  to  relate  to  him  widely  about  everything.  In  two  instances  I  was 
convinced  that  the  countries  abroad  are  perfectly  well  informed. 

Advocate  Giintner:  did  you  regard  the  assistance  of  J.U.S.  as  useful? 

Witness:  absolutely  yes. 

Advocate  Giintner:  did  Dr.  Weichert  change  his  behavior  depending  upon  the  situation  at 
the  front? 

Witness:  personal  considerations  were  out  of  question,  what  concerned  Dr.  Weichert  was 
the  aid  to  the  interned.  He  first  reached  the  camp  in  Plaszow,  later  he  connected  me  with 
the  deputy  of  the  commandant  of  the  camp,  by  which  he  enabled  R.G.O. ,  the  thing  of 
extraordinary  importance,  namely  regular  supply  of  food  for  the  Poles  in  the  Plaszow 
camp. 

Prosecutor:  to  what  do  you  attribute  those  facilities?  Dr.  Weichert  as  a  Jew  enabled  you 
as  a  Pole,  an  access  to  the  camp  in  Plaszow? 

Witness:  If  it  concerns  the  camp  in  Plaszow,  in  that  camp  the  prevailing  part  of  the 
inmates  were  Jews,  Dr.  Weichert  first  reached  the  camp.  And  having  already  the 
connection  he  introduced  me.  He  also  helped  me  to  reach  the  prison  on  Montelupi,  where 
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we  could  not  send  packages  till  that  moment,  even  that  we  had  official  permission  on  the 
paper. 

Advocate  Giintner:  from  whom  did  you  obtain  information  about  the  situation  of  the 
Jews  in  the  country? 

Witness:  I  availed  myself  exclusively  from  the  information  supplied  to  me  by  Dr. 
Weichert. 

Adv.  Giintner:  did  Dr.  Weichert  ask  you  to  use  those  information? 

Witness:  yes 

Prosecutor:  why  Dr.  Weichert  himself  did  not  inform  Dr.  Vyss. 

Witness:  Prof.  Vyss  was  the  guest  of  the  German  Red  Cross;  Dr.  Weichert  was  not 
allowed  to  meet  him.  In  general  it  was  very  difficult  to  have  access  to  him  because  he 
was  watched  all  the  time. 

Chairman:  did  you  notice  that  Dr.  Weichert  acted  in  the  interests  of  the  Germans? 
Witness:  there  is  not  the  smallest  doubt,  that  what  concerned  Dr.  Weichert  were 
exclusively  the  interests  of  the  Jews. 

Advocate  Ettinger:  if  you  knew  about  Weichert  then,  what  you  know  about  him  now, 
would  you  consider  Dr.  Weichert  as  a  traitor,  and  would  you  help  him? 

Witness:  I  never  considered  Dr.  Weichert  as  a  traitor,  and  not  only  I  lent  help  to  him,  the 
underground  organization  R.P.Z.  gave  him  money  when  he  went  into  hiding  and  gave 
him  a  hiding  place. 

The  accused:  in  what  way  did  you  receive  from  me  information  for  the  underground? 
Witness:  I  received  notes. 

Accused:  how  did  I  behave  towards  the  Germans? 

Witness:  I  had  opportunity  to  observe  Dr.  Weichert,  on  several  mutual  meetings  of 
NRA,  and  I  must  tell,  that  he  behaved  himself  with  all  dignity. 

The  chairman:  if  it  concerned  the  relation  to  the  German  did  you  trust  to  Dr.  Weichert 
or  you  had  to  be  cautious? 

Witness:  I  had  in  him  full  confidence 

The  accused:  What  relation  I  kept  with  R.G.O.? 

Witness:  Dr.  Weichert  informed  R.G.O.  about  everything  that  was  going  on.” 

4.  Testimony  of  Roman  Luczko-advocate,  on  the  first  hearing  of  the  Special 
Criminal  Court  on  the  27.10.1945: 

“I  acquainted  myself  with  Dr.  Weichert  in  1943,  when  through  his  daughter  I  received  a 
letter  from  the  camp,  in  order  to  send  by  his  mediation  money  for  my  colleagues  in  the 
camp.  From  the  time  Dr.  Weichert  was  visiting  me  in  my  office  I  was  giving  him  each 
month  money  for  the  colleagues-advocates  in  the  camp.  That  money  was  always 
reaching  the  addresses,  and  I  knew  it  because  I  was  receiving  handwritten 
acknowledgments .  ” 

5.  Testimony  of  Natan  Stem  -advocate,  on  the  first  hearing  of  the  Special  Criminal 
Court  on  the  27. 1 0. 1 945 : 

“From  the  moment  of  dissolution  of  JUS,  all  employees  of  JUS  among  them  Dr. 
Weichert,  Dr.  Hilfstein,  Dr.  Tisch  and  I,  went  to  work  like  other  Jews.  Dr.  Weichert  was 
instructed  to  prepare  a  report,  and  was  several  times  in  the  office  of  the  German  Red 
Cross  and  BuF,  which  stood  on  the  position  that  JUS  should  continue  to  exist  further. 
According  to  the  information  Dr.  Weichert  brought  us,  were  carried  on  that  matter 
consultations  between  different  German  authorities.  At  that  time  Dr.  Weichert  kept 
contact  with  the  members  of  presidium  as  long  as  he  could  by  telephone,  and  later  only 
with  the  Krakow's  members.  At  that  time  came  to  the  country,  a  great  dispatch  of 
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medicines  nearly  100  tons,  from  which  to  the  Jews  fell  15  tons.  According  to  the  list, 
which  we  received,  the  physicians  gave  their  opinion  that  those  medicines  are  of  great 
value,  and  are  unattainable  here.  It  had  enormous  significance  for  the  Krakow's  ghetto. 
All  hospitals  in  the  ghetto  Krakow  were  supplied  by  J.U.S.  In  that  time  started  to  build 
barracks  in  Plaszow,  which  at  the  beginning  were  destined  for  the  Jewish  quarters.  The 
construction  of  the  barracks  was  directed  by  Muller,  which  did  it,  supposedly 
incompetently,  after  him  assumed  the  command  SS.  Untersturmfuhrer  Goth.  On  March 
13,  1943,  we  all  were  instructed  to  move  from  Krakow  to  the  camp.  All  the  members  of 
the  presidium  were  convinced  that  everything  must  be  done,  to  continue  the  activity  of 
J.U.S.  Shortly  in  March  or  April  Dr.  Weichert  informed  us  that  he  succeeded  to  receive 
consent  of  the  authorities  about  reactivating  J.U.S.,  but  its  activity  will  be  concentrated 
in  one  central  institution  in  Krakow,  and  restricted  to  the  distribution  of  the  gifts  coming 
from  abroad,  and  that  J.U.S.  had  to  take  care  of  the  camps.  That  facilitated  access  of  Dr. 
Weichert  to  the  camp.  Dr.  Hilfstein  and  Dr.  Tisch  continued  to  work  with  Dr.  Weichert 
and  decided  on  everything  collectively  and  I  was  informed  about  everything. 

The  chairman:  did  you  know  about  existence  of  cells  of  clandestine  organizations  in  the 
camps? 

The  witness:  I  knew  nothing  about  it.  It  was  known  to  me  from  Dr.  Weichert,  that  he 
tried  to  receive  from  clandestine  organizations  funds,  and  it  was  known  to  me  from  Dr.. 
Nehmer,  with  whom  Dr.  Weichert  stood  in  contact  in  the  Plaszow  camp,  that  he  from  an 
underground  organization  received  an  illegal  aid.  Dr.  Weichert  was  concerned  to 
increase  the  help  to  the  inmates  in  the  camp,  he  wanted  that  along  allotment  of  bread, 
medicines  and  food,  —money  would  also  come  to  the  camp.  That  money  was  later 
divided  between  certain  groups,  from  which  certain  percentage  went  to  the  leftists, 
certain  percentage  to  the  Zionists,  and  20%  to  people  with  no  party  adherence.  Dr. 
Weichert  wished  that  together  with  the  legal  help,  by  the  same  channel  will  flow  also 
illegal  help.  I  myself  distributed  funds  received  by  Dr.  Weichert  from  conspiratorial 
organization,  and  from  private  persons-Poles  who  were  sending  money  to  the  Jews  in  the 
camp,  through  Dr.  Weichert.  Besides  me  distributed  those  funds  Elkan  Rozenzweig,  Dr. 
Bieberstein,  and  Dr.  Nehmer. 

The  chairman:  in  your  opinion,  from  the  national  dignity  point  of  view,  J.U.S.  should 
have  to  carry  on  further  its  activity? 

Witness:  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  national  dignity  I  did  not  take  the  matter  into 
consideration.  Otherwise  on  that  matter  look  people  today,  and  otherwise  then,  when  we 
were  in  the  camp,  when  among  us  all,  the  tendencies  went  in  one  direction  only  of  an 
instinctive  preserving  one’s  life.  We  spoke  a  lot  on  that  subject  with  Dr.  Hilfstein  and 
Dr.  Nehmer,  of  whom  the  first  was  a  Zionist  leader  and  the  second  a  Bundist  leader,  and 
who  maintained  that  as  long  as  their  exist  even  a  flicker  of  hope  of  saving  a  handful  of 
people  everything  should  be  made,  in  order  to  save  those  people. 

When  took  place  discussion  between  Dr.  Weichert  and  the  Coordinating  Committee 
about  liquidation  of  J.U.S.,  that  is  in  the  time  of  changing  the  destination  of  Plaszow 
from  the  forced  labor  camp  to  the  concentration  camp,  we  had  news,  that  the  camp  will 
stay  in  its  full  capacity,  and  that  our  situation  will  undergo  considerable  improvement, 
before  all  the  security  of  life  will  be  increased.  Because  up  to  now  about  the  life  of  any 
inmate  decided  the  mood  of  any  individual  German,  who  could  go  around  the  camp  and 
shoot  scot-free  anybody.  From  the  moment  of  turning  the  camp  into  a  concentration 
camp  we  were  subordinated  to  Berlin  and  certain  instructions  bound  the  Germans, 
instructions  they  had  to  preserve.  It  was  said  that  the  nourishment  will  be  improved  and 
ration  of  bread  increased.  All  those  news  I  received  from  the  German  manager  of  the 
clothing  manufacture  firm  Madritsch.  In  that  firm  I  worked  in  the  camp.  That  news 
proved  to  be  true  and  a  considerable  part  of  people  was  saved  in  the  camps. 
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From  March  13,  1943,  when  we  were  brought  to  the  camp  of  Plaszow,  till  September  1, 
1943,  part  of  the  interned,  namely  those  who  worked  in  the  posts  in  the  cities,  ate  in  the 
city,  and  were  bringing  even  food  to  their  families  in  the  camp.  From  September  2,  1943 
the  situation  changed  radically.  The  camp  was  tightly  closed,  nobody  went  outside  to 
work,  and  smuggling  into  the  camp  fell  to  minimum.  The  first  who  brought  bread  to  the 
camp  was  J.U.S.,  already  on  September  the  5th  or  the  6th  a  cart  full  of  bread  drove  into 
the  camp,  and  caused  tremendous  relief  in  the  nourishment.  Not  only  part  of  the  inmates, 
received  free  of  charge  bread  from  J.U.S.,  but  the  price  of  a  loaf  of  bread,  (smuggled 
into  the  camp)  which  before  amounted  to  100  zlotys  fell  to  25  or  even  20  zlotys.  In  the 
middle  of  October  1943  Dr.  Weichert  came  forward  with  an  initiative  that  each  inmate 
would  receive  1  loaf  of  bread. 

The  chairman:  did  you  consider  the  activity  of  J.U.S.  as  useful? 

The  Witness:  I  regarded  the  activity  of  J.U.S.  absolutely  proper  and  useful. 

When  Weichert  intervened  in  the  action  on  June  1942  in  the  Jewish  quarter  in  Krakow  in 
the  matter  of  a  well-known  Jewish  song-writer  Gewirtig,  he  was  shot  by  a  German,  he 
intervened  in  many  cases  during  the  displacement  action,  when  he  supplied  to  individual 
persons  stamps  or  working  cards  which  then  saved  them  from  death.  Besides  he  was 
bringing  into  my  hands  packages  for  particular  persons,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  zlotys 
collected  from  the  Polish  acquaintances. 

The  chairman:  did  the  accused  have  contacts  with  the  Germans? 

The  witness:  about  relation  of  Dr.  Weichert  with  the  Germans  is  not  known  to  me.  I 
know  only  that  he  was  visiting  very  often  the  German  department  of  BuF,  which  was  our 
authority,  and  the  German  Red  Cross. 

The  chairman:  do  you  know  something  about  the  bank  account  of  Weichert? 

The  witness:  I  know  only  about  that  that  Dr.  Weichert  opened  a  bank  account  in  the 
“Komunalna  Kasa  Oszcz^dnosci”  Saving  Bank  in  Podgorze,  into  which  was  paid  his 
salary,  because  it  amounted  to  more  that  500  zlotys  per  month,  and  according  to  the 
German  instructions  could  not  be  paid  directly  to  him,  about  any  other  bank  accounts  I 
don’t  know. 

Accused:  where  from,  came  the  rumor  that  the  Germans  are  taking  98%  of  the  gifts? 

The  witness:  when  JUS  was  reactivated,  the  Germans  wanted  to  approve  to  us  only  2% 
from  the  general  gifts,  destined  for  the  non-Jewish  population,  which  finally  due  to  the 
efforts  of  Dr.  Weichert  was  agreed  to  be  10%.  From  here  started  the  rumor  that  the 
Germans  are  taking  98%  of  the  gifts.” 

6.  Testimony  of  Dr.  Aleksander  Bieberstein,  56  years  old,  physician,  married,  living 
in  Krakow,  on  the  first  hearing  of  the  Special  Criminal  Court  on  the  27. 10. 1945: 

“I  passed  through  camps.  On  March  13,  1943  I  was  displaced  from  the  Jewish  quarters 
to  the  camp  in  Plaszow,  from  there  I  was  sent  to  the  factory  of  cables,  where  also  was  a 
camp  for  the  Jews,  I  worked  there  in  the  character  of  a  physician.  I  did  not  find  there  the 
smallest  trace  of  medicaments.  I  informed  Dr.  Weichert  in  a  secrete  way  that  the  camp 
is  completely  devoid  of  medicaments.  I  received  immediately  the  demanded  medical 
resources.  Later  I  was  again  transferred  to  the  camp  in  Plaszow,  where  I  worked  in  the 
camp  hospital.  There  the  medicaments  were  never  lacking.  Whenever  Dr.  Weichert  was 
informed  that  something  is  needed,  he  immediately  was  sending  the  medicaments.  I 
assert  that  if  not  the  help  of  Dr.  Weichert  no  medical  treatment  would  be  possible  at  all. 
That  medical  assistance  not  only  was  needed  but  also  due  to  it  many  people  are  alive 
today.  That  is  my  deep  conviction.  Besides  the  medicaments  we  were  receiving  in  the 
camp  for  the  sick,  special  nutrients  like  condensed  milk,  lacto-protein,  milk  powder  and 
so  on.  In  the  camp  were  also  the  so  called  J.U.S. -soup,  which  were  destined  to  nourish 
the  sick,  and  from  which  availed  themselves  also  others,  like  hard-working  persons  and 
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the  personnel  of  the  hospital.  Dr.  Weichert  was  bringing  to  the  camp  enormous  amount 
of  bread,  which  was  not  an  easy  thing.  He  was  our  only  connection  with  the  outside 
world.  He  saw  the  destitute  of  the  camp  and  its  need.  He  was  bringing  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  zloty,  had  contact  with  the  people  outside,  and  because  of  his  reliability  as 
a  man,  people  readily  availed  themselves  from  his  mediation  and  helped  through  him  the 
others.  Dr.  Weichert  not  once  threatened  his  life  to  bring  assistance  to  the  people  in  the 
camp. 

The  chairman:  do  you  know  if  on  the  territory  of  the  camp  was  some  cells  of  the 
underground  organization,  and  if  they  extended  some  help. 

The  witness:  I  knew  something,  but  the  assistance  was  minimal  almost  nothing. 

The  chairman:  was  in  your  opinion  the  assistance  of  J.U.S.  useful. 

The  witness:  the  assistance  of  J.U.S.  was  absolutely  necessary.  I  would  rather  accuse 
Dr.  Weichert,  if  he  would  abandon  the  assistance.  From  no  other  side  did  we  receive 
assistance.  On  October  15,  1944  we  were  evacuated  to  Gross-Rosen,  and  from  there  we 
were  sent  to  Brunnlitz.  The  first  medicaments  from  which  we  availed  ourselves  were  the 
medicaments  of  J.U.S.,  it  came  from  that  firm  for  enameling  in  which  we  worked,  and 
was  transferred  from  Krakow.  In  Krakow  in  that  firm  also  worked  Jews  who  were 
encamped  in  Plaszow.  To  that  post  J.U.S.  also  supplied  medicaments.  When  the  firm 
was  packing  their  equipment  they  took  with  them  those  medicaments,  which  rendered  us 
later  enormous  service  and  served  us  till  the  end  of  the  war  in  May  1945. 

The  accused:  I  would  like  to  clarify  that  in  the  anticipation  for  evacuation  of  that  firm  I 
allotted  to  them  quadruple  amount  of  monthly  ration  of  medicines. 

The  chairman:  how  do  you  know  that  those  medicaments  derived  from  J.U.S. 

The  witness:  all  medicaments  of  J.U.S.  were  stamped  several  times  with  the  stamps  of 
JUS. 

The  chairman:  were  the  Germans  taking  for  themselves  the  medicaments  and  in  what 
amount. 

The  witness:  taking  of  medicaments,  which  were  brought  for  the  Jews,  was  out  of 
question.  If  it  concerned  Plaszow,  I  myself  had  been  taking  the  medicaments  directly 
from  the  dispensary.  The  Germans  were  not  allowed  to  avail  themselves  from  Jewish 
medical  assistance;  there  was  even  a  special  announcement  to  that  effect.  As  far  as  the 
money  was  concerned,  which  Dr.  Weichert  was  bringing  to  the  camp  I  myself  distributed 
them  to  tlie  respective  people.” 

7.  Testimony  of  Mieczyslaw  Pemper,  a  student  in  the  university  26  year  old  on  the 
first  hearing  of  the  Special  Criminal  Court  on  the  27. 1 0. 1 945 : 

“Dr.  Weichert  I  met  in  the  years  1943-1944  in  the  camp  of  Plaszow,  where  I  was 
working  as  a  short  hand  typist  in  the  headquarters  office  of  the  camp.  Dr.  Weichert  was 
coming  almost  from  the  first  moment  trying  to  establish  contact  with  the  German 
authorities  of  file  camp,  in  order  to  receive  permission  to  bring  gifts  to  the  camp.  He 
confronted  considerable  difficulties  on  behalf  of  the  German  authorities  and  the  Jewish 
policemen,  the  lasts  trying  to  influence  unfavorably  the  commandant  of  the  camp,  special 
difficulties  created  the  chief  commandant  of  the  Jewish  police  Chilowicz.  The 
commandant  of  the  camp  wanted  to  restrict  the  activity  of  J.U.S.  Then  Dr.  Weichert 
tried  to  carry  on  the  activity  without  agreement  with  commandant,  by  establishing  direct 
contacts  with  the  lower  German  functionaries,  with  whom  it  was  easier  to  come  into 
agreement.  They  let  every  cart  of  J.U.S.  enter  the  camp  without  controlling  its  contents,  I 
remember  that  after  taking  over  the  supervision  of  the  camp  by  central  authorities  from 
Berlin,  the  commandant  gave  instruction  not  to  let  Dr.  Weichert  enter  to  Schutzhaftlager 
that  is  to  tlie  living  quarter  of  the  inmates  in  the  camp.  Weichert  had  to  do  everything 
through  the  German  physician  in  headquarters  of  the  camp.  Dr.  Weichert  circumvented 
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that  instruction,  and  under  pretext  of  making  some  orders  in  the  workshops  of  the  camp 
was  reaching  Schutzhaftlager,  and  here  came  into  contact  with  the  inmates  whom  he 
supplied  gifts,  money  and  letters.  Civil  persons  coming  to  the  camp  had  to  receive  at  the 
gate  a  pass  and  in  the  assistance  of  the  German  sentry  were  entering  the  camp.  Here 
again  Dr.  Weichert  circumvented  that  instruction,  because  going  to  the  workshop,  he 
was  leaving  the  sentry  at  the  inner  gate,  near  the  living  quarters  of  the  inmates  and  had 
opportunity  to  contact  the  inmates  without  a  control.  To  the  concentration  camp,  came 
once  an  instruction  that  the  camp  cannot  rely  on  the  supply  of  medicines  from  SS.  Then 
the  commandant  of  the  camp  gave  an  instruction  allowing  using  the  assistance  of  J.U.S. 
Dr.  Weichert  was  trying  to  receive  from  me  all  the  time  information  about  the  Jewish 
matters.  I  imparted  to  him  information;  according  to  his  wish;  about  all  secrete 
instructions  and  circular  letters,  about  the  number  of  Jews  in  GG,  and  about  intention  of 
the  Germans  towards  the  inmates  in  the  camps. 

The  accused:  I  would  like  to  clarify  those  data  and  numbers  about  the  Jews  in  the  camps 
of  GG,  as  also  information  about  the  secrete  instructions  I  was  collecting  from  Pamper 
for  Dobrowolski  and  Seyfried,  who  communicated  them  to  the  conspiratorial 
organization,  and  abroad. 

Witness:  to  me  Dr.  Weichert  told  that  the  numbers  are  needed  to  him  for  correct 
distribution  of  the  medicaments,  among  the  respective  camps.  But  for  me  was  not 
difficult  to  guess  that  he  needed  it  for  other  aims.  At  the  end  of  1943  when  trembled  in 
the  balance  the  fate  of  the  camp  in  Plaszow,  and  when  the  camp  in  Lublin  was 
liquidated,  and  came  the  turn  of  Plaszow  I  informed  Dr.  Weichert,  that  the  contacts  with 
the  Berlin  are  already  established  and  that  we  will  be  subordinated  to  the  general  German 
instructions,  and  that  the  security  of  life  will  be  greater  and  we  will  be  in  a  better 
situation  than  those  camps  who  were  subordinated  to  SS  and  Polizeifiihrer. 

The  change  of  the  destination  of  the  camp  from  labor  camp  to  concentration  camp 
indicated  for  us  improvement  of  the  situation.  At  the  end  of  1943  we  received  in  the 
headquarters  of  the  camp  a  circular  letter  about  the  approaching  change.  Besides,  to 
Plaszow  were  assigned  transports  with  inmates  from  other  camps  of  GG.  We  knew, 
therefore,  that  the  camp  will  not  be  liquidated  and  some  elements  will  survive. 

The  chairman:  what  was  the  relation  of  the  inmates  to  J.U.S.  ? 

The  witness:  the  inmates  in  Plaszow,  who  were  exposed  to  be  the  prey  of  the  German 
bandits,  languished  for  any  assistance.  For  them  did  not  matter  from  where  that  aid  will 
come.  That  assistance  was  absolutely  necessary,  both  in  the  medical  and  in  the 
nourishment  field.  Besides,  it  had  bearing  on  reducing  prices  of  food  in  the  camp. 

The  chairman:  was  there  some  underground  organization  in  Plaszow,  which  extended 
assistance  to  the  inmates. 

The  witness:  it  is  not  known  to  me,  if  there  were  some  other  organization  besides  J.U.S. 
who  extended  assistance  to  the  camp  on  a  wider  scale. 

Advocate  Guntner:  was  possible  illegal  delivery  of  medicaments  to  the  camp. 

The  witness:  only  a  small  quantity  of  medicaments  could  be  brought,  and  that  also  not 
always.  In  one  case  a  working  column  “Bonarka”  composed  of  50  men,  was  searched  on 
their  return  to  the  camp  from  their  work  in  the  city.  Food  was  found,  on  some  of  them, 
which  they  brought  for  their  families  in  the  camp.  As  a  punishment  the  whole  group  was 
shot  down  all  50  people.” 

8.  Testimony  of  Dr.  Leon  Steinberg,  44  years  old,  physician,  married,  on  the 
first  hearing  of  the  Special  Criminal  Court  on  the  27. 10. 1945: 

“With  Dr.  Weichert  I  came  across  during  my  stay  in  the  camp  Szebnia.  When  I  came 
there  I  did  not  find  anything,  no  medical  equipment,  no  instruments  and  no  medicaments. 
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Because  I  knew  the  institution,  which  was  directed  by  Dr.  Weichert,  I  applied  to  him 
through  the  camp  authorities  for  allotment  of  medicaments,  attaching  a  list.  And  really 
after  2-3  weeks,  I  received  a  delivery  of  medicaments  according  to  my  list,  and  in 
addition  nutrients  like  condensed  milk  etc.  That  allowed  me  to  place  the  medical 
assistance  on  a  proper  level,  and  to  extend  to  the  prisoners  an  efficient  assistance. 
Without  those  medicaments  I  would  not  be  able  to  help  those  prisoners.  ...That  lasted  1 1 
months.  Later  the  camp  was  liquidated,  and  I  was  transferred  to  the  camp  in  Plaszow. 
From  here  I  was  sent  to  the  camp  Nachrichtengeratelager.  I  had  to  organize  there 
everything  from  anew  and  did  it  with  the  assistance  of  JUS  from  where  I  received  a 
whole  range  of  needed  by  me  medicaments.  The  work  in  that  camp  was  very  hard.  The 
prisoners  worked  in  loading  and  unloading  heavy  military  equipment  and  materials.  The 
food  ration  was  obviously  insufficient.  If  there  would  be  no  food  assistance  from  J.U.S. 
tire  people  would  not  be  able  to  withstand  the  hardship  of  that  camp.  Dr.  Weichert  was 
visiting  often  the  camp,  and  on  my  request,  increased  the  donations  on  behalf  of  the 
inmates.  Each  visit  of  Dr.  Weichert  in  the  camp  was  for  us,  a  moral  injection,  because  he 
always  had  for  us  strong  words  of  encouragement  like:  “keep  well,  the  liberation  is 
near”,  that  elevated  the  spirit  of  us  all.  Besides  I  was  also  visiting  the  camp  Deutsche 
Email warenfabrik  in  Zablocie  as  a  specialist  for  women  diseases.  And  in  that  camp  I  had 
also  possibility  to  avail  myself  from  the  medicaments  of  J.U.S. 

The  chairman:  Besides  J.U.S.  did  the  inmates  receive  some  help  from  the  underground 
organization? 

The  witness:  In  the  camp  there  was  no  underground  organization  cell,  and  no  other 
assistance  besides  J.U.S.  did  come  to  us. 

The  chairman:  were  in  the  camps  groups,  which  related  themselves  negatively  to  the 
activity  of  J.U.S. 

The  witness:  No,  on  the  opposite.  In  the  camp  J.U.S.  was  welcomed  and  expected  with 
yearning. 

The  chairman:  did  the  Germans  take  away  some  medicaments  of  J.U.S.? 

The  witness:  all  dispatches  of  medicaments,  I  myself  was  receiving,  they  did  not  reach 
the  German  hands.  The  Germans  were  not  availing  from  them.  There  was  a  prohibition 
for  die  Germans  to  avail  themselves  from  the  medical  assistance  of  the  prisoners.  All 
food  products,  which  we  received  from  J.U.S.  like  pea,  flour,  cereals,  marmalade,  lump 
sugar,  condensed  milk,  milk  powder,  went  straightway  to  the  camp  kitchen  and  there  use 
was  also  under  my  control.  Besides  the  legal  and  the  official  assistance.  Dr.  Weichert 
arranged  dirough  his  mediation,  many  things  for  respective  people,  like  packages  money, 
letters  from  die  city  to  the  camp  and  back. 

The  chairman:  would  die  financial  help  be  sufficient  for  the  inmates? 

The  witness:  if  die  inmates  would  receive  instead  additional  food  and  medicines  money, 
then  they  would  not  be  able  to  buy  anytiiing  in  the  camp. 

9.  Testimony  of  Helena  Giintner,  34  years  old,  of  evangelical  religion,  married,  on 
the  first  hearing  of  the  Special  Criminal  Court  on  the  27. 10. 1945: 

“I  was  working  in  RGO  and  there  I  met  Dr.  Weichert.  I  was  receiving  certain  amount  of 
money,  anywhere  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  zlotys,  which  I  in  turn  was  handing  to  Dr. 
Regula  destined  for  Dr.  Weichert,  or  I  was  informing  directly  Dr.  Weichert,  that  there 
was  money  for  him  and  he  should  come  to  take  it. 

The  chairman:  did  Dr.  Weichert  hand  that  money  further? 

The  witness:  I  did  not  have  further  information,  to  my  activity  belonged,  receiving  those 
money  and  direct  them  to  Dr.  Weichert,  and  what  happened  with  them  further  I  don't 

know.” 
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10.  Testimony  of  Itchak  Szmulewicz,  51  years  old  merchant  of  Jewish  faith,  living  in 
Krakow,  on  the  first  hearing  of  the  Special  Criminal  Court  on  27.10.1945: 

“The  chairman:  did  you  receive  some  gifts  from  J.U.S.? 

The  witness:  in  our  camp  Julag  I,  broke  up  an  epidemic  of  spotted  fever,  there  had  been 
500  sick,  I  was  receiving  all  the  medicaments,  sometimes  even  2-3  times  daily,  Dr. 
Weichert  himself  was  bringing  the  medicaments  to  the  camp.  Besides,  we  were  receiving 
in  great  number  nutrients  bread,  flour,  shoes  and  clothes.  The  assistance  was  very 
efficient. 

The  chairman:  did  you  receive  some  assistance  from  underground  organization? 

The  witness;  nothing  at  all 

The  accused:  did  the  Germans  take  some  medicaments  from  dispensary,  or  if  the 
medicaments  brought  to  the  camp  were  passing  through  the  German  hands? 

The  witness:  the  Germans  in  our  camp  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  medicaments,  and  took 
nothing. 

The  accused:  would  it  be  possible  to  overcome  that  epidemic  without  those 
medicaments? 

The  witness:  out  of  question 

The  accused:  is  it  true  that  the  epidemic  was  kept  secrete  before  the  commandant  of  the 
main  camp  Goth? 

The  witness:  yes.  The  commandant  of  the  camp  Muhler  promised  that  Goth  will  not 
know  about  supply  of  such  great  amount  of  medicaments  for  battling  against  epidemic, 
otherwise  we  would  all  perish.  After  the  liquidation  of  the  camp  in  Julag,  I  was 
transferred  to  the  camp  in  Plaszow,  and  from  there  to  the  camp  in  Skarzysko  Kamienna. 
And  there  we  were  receiving  from  JUS  bread,  flour,  and  clothes  and  before  all 
medicaments.  Besides,  Dr.  Weichert  was  bringing  all  the  time  back  and  forth  letters 
between  me  and  my  son,  who  was  in  the  camp  of  Plaszow. 

After  completing  his  testimony  the  witness  bowed  down  before  the  accused  and  told:  “we 
thank  you  for  our  life”,  on  which  the  accused  pointing  to  his  bench  answered:  “that  is  my 
thanks” 

1 1 .  The  testimony  of  Izaak  Scheindlinger  on  the  second  hearing  of  the  Special 
Criminal  Court  on  the  28.10.1945: 

“The  opinion  about  Dr.  Weichert  in  the  camp  was  good.  The  assistance  of  J.U.S.  was 
considerable,  the  people  in  the  camp  simply  swollen  from  hunger  and  only  the  assistance 
of  JUS  kept  them  alive” 

12.  Testimony  of  Felicja  Rosenblat  on  the  second  hearing  of  the  Special  Criminal 
Court  on  the  28.10.1945: 

“I  personally  did  not  meet  persons  not  satisfied  from  the  activity  of  Dr.  Weichert, 
according  to  my  perception  in  the  camp  of  Skarzysko  all  the  medicines  sent  by  the 
accused  reached  the  camps  and  the  Germans  did  not  take  anything.” 

13.  Extract  from  the  deposition  of  Dr.  Chaim  Hilfstein,  Tel-Aviv  08.07.47: 

“..  During  the  dissolution  of  J.S.S.  on  1.12.43  Dr.  Weichert  succeeded  to  conceal  the 
major  part  of  medicines  and  clothes.  Working  with  Dr.  Weichert  from  April  till 
September  1943  in  JUS  in  the  character  of  an  associate,  I  could  leam  about  his  diligence 
and  perseverance.  I  remember  the  awful  epidemic  of  spotted  fever  in  Julag  I,  II,  III  near 
Plaszow,  when  only  by  supplying  medicines,  most  of  the  inmates  were  saved  from  a 
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certain  death.  A  great  relief  for  the  sick  on  diabetes  brought  supply  of  insulin.  With  each 
new  transport  of  medicines  of  J.U.S....  improved  the  health  condition  of  the  inmates  in 
the  camp  on  Jerozolimska  or  Zablocie  and  other  camps,  and  especially  with  the  provision 
of  bread  baked  from  the  flour,  and  other  food  products  like  macaroni,  canned  food,  and 
nutrients  all  supplied  by  J.U.S.  If  not  some  corrupt  practices  of  the  management,  the 
results  could  have  been  even  better.” 

14.  Deposition  of  Edmund  Seyfried,  Poznan,  February  24,  1949 

“Since  December  1940  I  worked  in  Rada  Glowna  Opiekuncza  (the  Main  Assistance 
Committee)  R.G.O.  in  Krakow,  in  the  beginning  in  the  character  of  the  head  of  the 
financial  department  and  from  July  1941  as  the  chief  director  of  the  head  office  of 
R.G.O.  hi  the  line  of  my  duty  I  had  been  in  a  close  contact  with  the  only  Jewish 
charitable  institution-the  Jewish  Social  Self- Assistance-  J.S.S.  at  the  head  of  which  stood 
Dr.  Michal  Weichert.  R.G.O.  was  engaged,  among  other  things,  in  receiving  gifts 
coming  from  abroad  to  Poland,  and  distributing  them  among  Poles,  Jews  and  Ukrainians, 
according  to  a  key  established  by  the  Naczelna  Rada  Opiekuncza  (Main  Assistance 
Council)  in  which  took  their  seats  the  representatives  of  the  three  nationalities.  My 
contact  with  Dr.  Weichert  was  from  the  very  beginning  very  close,  R.G.O.,  grasping  the 
extremely  hard  situation  of  the  Jews  on  the  territory  of  Generalgouvemment,  tried  by  all 
means  to  assist  to  Dr.  Weichert  in  his  hard  task  of  extending  help  to  the  Jews  persecuted 
on  each  step,  by  the  occupant. 

Every  now  and  again  took  place  meetings  of  N.R.O.,  in  the  presence  of  the  (German) 
representatives  of  the  Department  of  Population  and  Social  Assistance  Abteilung  der 
Bevolkeningswesen  und  Fursorge,  in  which  on  behalf  of  the  Jews  took  seat  Dr.  Hilfstein 
and  Dr.  M.  Weichert  as  the  chairman  of  JSS.  In  those  meetings  the  main  subject  was  the 
desperate  situation  of  the  Jews,  because  that  was  the  only  accessible  to  us  forum  where 
that  matter  could  be  discussed.  Dr.  Weichert  before  each  new  meeting  discussed  with 
R.G.O.  the  questions,  which  are  to  be  dealt  with,  trying  to  assure  himself  our  full 
support  by  his  extremely  competent  way  of  presenting  the  desperate  situation  of  the 
Jews,  demanding  in  a  tranquil  but  a  decided  way  the  improvement  of  the  existing 
conditions  of  the  Jews.  Time  and  time  again,  we  in  R.G.O.  admired  his  civil  courage  and 
full  of  dignity  attitude  towards  the  Germans.  Obviously  whenever  on  the  agency  were 
discussed  Polish  questions  Dr.  Weichert  ardently  supported  our  demands. 

Till  the  middle  of  1942  the  charitable  activity  of  J.S.S.  were  carried  on,  so  far 
unconstrained,  and  with  no  interference  of  the  German  police  authorities,  in  spite  of  their 
general  decidedly  negative  attitude  towards  the  Jews.  From  the  middle  of  1942,  however, 
aggravated  to  the  extreme  the  policy  against  the  Jews,  started  the  first  mass  liquidation 
of  ghettoes,  and  the  “displacement”  to  Sobibor,  Belzec,  and  Treblinka.  In  spite  of  that 
Dr.  Weichert  did  not  remit  his  endeavors  to  rescue  the  Jews  by  his  assistance  activities. 
In  spite  of  dissolution  of  N.R.A.  and  J.S.S.,  Dr.  Weichert  succeeded  with  support  of 
R.G.O.  to  maintain  further  the  assistance  activity  to  the  Jews.  Later  the  Germans  agreed 
to  reopen  the  Judische  Soziale  Selbsthilfe-  J.S.S.  under  the  name  Judische 
Unterstiitzungsstelle-J.U.S.  From  that  time  onward,  that  is  from  the  second  half  of  1942, 
started  the  process  of  creation  of  the  labor  camps  for  the  Jews,  which  ended  with 
complete  liquidation  of  the  ghettoes,  and  transferring  the  remaining  Jews  to  the  camps. 
At  that  time  Dr.  Weichert  was  confronted  with  the  most  difficult  task  of  extending  help 
to  the  Jews  contained  in  the  camps.  Dr.  Weichert,  -  taking  into  consideration  that  he 
himself  could  be  detained  in  the  labor  camp  any  moment,  and  the  JUS  liquidated,  -  by 
agreement  with  R.G.O.  did  not  remove  J.U.S.' s  whole  share  of  the  foreign  gifts  (-from 
the  R.G.O.  stores-),  but  only  gradually,  to  the  extent  of  the  need,  to  prevent  seizing  them 
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by  the  Germans  in  case  of  liquidation  of  J.U.S.  Besides  the  gifts  received  by  the  agency 
of  the  International  Red  Cross,  the  gifts  of  the  Jewish  organizations  destined  exclusively 
for  the  Jews,  Dr.  Weichert,  in  defiance  to  the  German  instructions,  stored  in  the 
magazines  of  R.G.O.  on  Bonerowska  No,  1,  Sanitama  St.,  Pieracki  St.  19,  Dluga  St.  48, 
Dietla  St.,  Agnieszki  St. 

The  luxurious  food  articles,  which  were  supplied  to  us  by  Dr.  Weichert  like  coffee,  tea, 
sardines,  figs,  almonds  etc.,  with  the  consent  of  the  chairman  of  R.G.O.  and  its 
management,  R.G.O.  sold  disinterestedly  on  the  free  market.  By  the  attained  in  that  way 
cash.  Dr.  Weichert  bought  food  products  and  flour  from  which  bread  was  baked  and  all 
that  supplied  it  to  the  Jewish  labor  camps.  All  the  transactions  of  the  sale  and  the 
purchase  were  conducted  with  the  supervision,  and  precise  recording  by  the  bookkeeper 
and  the  chairman  of  the  stores  of  R.G.O.  Mr.  Zwirski.  At  the  end  of  July  1944  became 
known  to  me,  that  Dr..  Weichert  had  to  be  in  the  near  future  detained  in  the  labor  camp 
in  Plaszow.  In  the  course  of  three  days  we  transferred  the  main  part  of  JUS  goods  from 
magazine  on  Jozefinska  St.  to  the  stores  of  R.G.O.  with  the  consent  of  counselor 
Weirauch  the  head  of  the  population  department  and  social  assistance.  Abteilung  der 
Bevdlkerungswesen  und  Fursorge  He  also  agreed  that  R.G.O.  would  continue  the 
activity  of  J.U.S.  During  Dr.  Weichert' s  hiding  I  remained  with  him  in  a  close  contact, 
and  according  to  his  instructions  continued  the  assistance  to  the  Jews  in  the  camps.  That 
assistance  continued  incessantly,  till  the  liberation  in  the  middle  of  January  1945. 
Independently  from  the  assistance  extended  to  the  Jews  in  the  camps,  the  stock  of  J.U.S. 
served  also  for  assistance  to  the  Jews  hiding  on  the  (-Aryan  side-)  and  that  through  the 
agency  of  Krakow  branch  of  R.P.Z.,  and  that  also  according  to  the  instruction  received 
from  Dr.  Weichert.  As  far  as  I  can  remember  the  amount  of  money  achieved  by  the  sale 
of  the  luxury  articles  amounted  to  about  2,000,000  millions  zlotys, 

I  must  emphasize  that  Dr.  Weichert  advised  me  how  to  extend  assistance  to  the  Poles 
interned  in  the  camp  in  Szebnie  near  Jaslo,  and  helped  me  to  overcome  the  difficulties  in 
sending  food  packages  to  the  prison  in  Montelupi.  Dr.  Weichert  by  his  connections 
enabled  R.G.O.  to  supply  3,000  kg.  bread  weekly  to  the  Polish  inmates  in  the  camp  of 
Plaszow,  and  provide  three  times  a  week  hot  soup,  to  the  Polish  sick  inmates  in  the 
camp. 

From  the  Polish  underground  I  received  instruction  to  collect  information  about  the 
Jewish  labor  camps.  Having  personally  no  direct  contacts  with  those  camps,  I  asked  Dr. 
Weichert  and  he  was  providing  me  with  all  the  current  events  in  the  camp,  which  I 
provided  further  to  the  Polish  underground.  On  the  ground  of  those  and  other 
information  of  Dr.  Weichert,  I  prepared  a  comprehensive  report  about  the  persecution  of 
the  Jews  in  Poland,  and  handed  it  to  the  representative  of  the  International  Red  Cross  Dr. 
Vyss  and  the  pastor  Hellquist. 

(--)  Edmund  Seyffied 

Notarial  Acknowledgment  February  24,  1949 

15.  Extract  from  the  letter  of  Dr.  Eliasz  Tisch  the  member  of  the  presidium  J.S.S.  to 
the  defendant  Dr.  R.  Guntner.  (The  original  is  in  the  file  of  the  Special  Criminal 
Court  inKrakow-K.  Spec.  291/45): 

“The  assistance  extended  by  Weichert  to  the  camps  and  their  miserable  tenants  was 
expedient,  effective  and  indispensable,  because  it  helped  many  people  on  the  abyss  of 
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misery  to  survive  and  rescue  their  life.  That  relates  both  to  the  material  help  in  the  sphere 
of  nourishment  and  medical  care,  and  to  the  moral  one  by  providing  information  about 
the  nearest  and  acquaintances  and  keep  correspondence  with  them.  I  do  not  doubt,  that 
many  people  owe  their  survival  to  Weichert.  .. 

The  activity  of  Dr.  Weichert  found  full  support  of  the  people  behind  the  camp  wires 
(Tisch  was  one  of  them).  .. 

(-)  Dr.  Eliasz  Tisch 

Dr.  Eliasz  Tisch,  Moelle  Hotel  Grand,  Post  Box  7,  Sverige  (Sweden),  Moelle,  4.12.1945 
Notarial  acknowledgment... Helsinborg,  a  radhuset.,  dems  5  December  1945” 

16.  Declaration  of  Janusz  Machnicki,  Former  Chairman  of  the  Polish  Committee  of 
Welfare  of  the  Capital  of  Warsaw;  former  Vice  Chairman  of  RGO: 

1.  In  the  period  from  September  1939  to  app.  the  middle  of  1940  I  had  been  with  Dr 
Weichert  in  almost  everyday  contact  we  discussed  mutually,  and  always  in  the 
atmosphere  of  full  harmony,  the  current  problems,  of  the  mutually  binding  us 
activity.  And  before  us  stood  extremely  difficult  problems  to  be  solved:  to  supply 
to  the  devastated,  by  the  siege  and  the  instructions  of  the  occupant  the  population 
of  Warsaw,  with  indispensable  food  articles,  and  their  rational  distribution  among 
several  hundreds  soup  kitchen  and  welfare  institutions.  In  that  so  hard  and 
responsible  activity  we  came  close  to  each  other,  and  then  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
evaluate  the  magnitude  of  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Weichert,  to  assure  the  Jewish 
population  under  his  care,  die  optimal  in  the  existing  then  situation,  conditions  of 
survival. 

2.  We  cooperated  witii  Dr.  Weichert  also  in  the  period  of  the  assumed  by  the 
representatives  of  the  Polish  and  Jewish  society,  efforts  to  establish  a  central 
organization  for  assistance,  according  to  suggestions,  put  forward  by  the  abiding 
dien  in  Poland  representatives  of  die  American  organizations  of  assistance  (Mac 
Donall  and  others).  In  May  1940,  arrived  the  first  transports  of  food  from 
America.  The  setting  up  of  that  organization  took  place  with  an  active  cooperation 
of  Dr.  Weichert.  All  those  who  participated  in  diat  action  knew  how  much  we  owe 
to  the  energy  of  Dr.  Weichert. 

Simultaneously  came  to  Poland  a  delegate  of  American  organizations  Mr. 
Hartigan.  With  his  participation,  and  under  a  watchful  eye  of  several 
representatives  of  the  occupational  audiorities,  from  Krakow,  Warsaw,  and 
Berlin,  took  place  establishing  the  index  of  distribution  of  gifts  among  the  Polish, 
Jewish  and  Ukrainian  population.  In  agreement  with  Dr.  Weichert,  we  proposed 
especially  advantageous  for  the  Jewish  population,  index  of  distribution,  namely 
25%  for  Warsaw,  and  20%  for  all  other  Polish  cities,  and  therefore  considerably 
greatly  surpassing  the  statistical  data  of  the  population.  I  remember  the  speech  of 
Dr.  Weichert  on  that  meeting;  how  eloquently  he  presented  the  tragic  situation  of 
die  Jewish  population,  and  how  fervently  and  competently  he  motivated  the  right 
of  the  Jewish  population  to  die  assistance  from  abroad.  The  resolution  put 
forward  by  me  was  accepted. 

3 .  From  the  moment  of  establishing,  in  the  second  half  of  1940  the  so  called  Naczelna 
Rada  Opiekuncza  N.R.O.  with  abode  in  Krakow,  in  the  composition  of  which 
along  the  Polish  R.G.O.  and  Ukrainian  Kom.  Pom.  entered  also  the  Jewish  Social 
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Welfare  Society  (J.S.S.)  .  Dr.  Weichert  as  its  chairman  moved  to  Krakow.  A  close 
contact  between  us  we  maintained,  nevertheless,  further  on.  On  the  official 
meeting  of  N.R.O.  and  before  all  on  the  numerous  unofficial  meeting  of  R.G.O. 
and  J.S.S.,  we  discussed  the  current  topics,  and  agreed  on  a  common  tactics.  All 
tragic  problems  of  the  occupation  had  been  the  subject  of  our  contemporary 
agreements.  Observing  closely  Dr.  Weichert  I  can  ascertain,  how  impressed  me 
always  his  indefatigable  energy,  his  audacity  of  thought  and  deed;  with  self-denial 
he  carried  on  the  hopeless  struggle  for  saving  his  fellow-citizens.  Personally 
threatened  him  every  moment  death,  and  in  spite  of  it  we  never  saw  him  spiritually 
broken,  his  personal  pains  and  worries,  he  new  how  to  subordinate  to  the  great 
purpose,  which  he  so  ardently  served:  he  always  fervently  believed  in  a  better 
tomorrow  for  his  nation. 

From  the  middle  of  1944,  Dr.  Weichert  had  to  hide  himself  before  Gestapo,  I 
know,  in  how  awful  physical  and  moral  conditions  he  and  his  family  spent  that 
period. 

For  me,  and  I  deem,  that  for  all  Polish  activists,  who  in  those  grim  years  of  Nazi 
occupation,  cooperated  with  Dr.  Weichert,  could  be  no  doubt,  that  his  activity  had 
never  been  “collaboration  with  an  occupant”,  it  had  been  a  heroic  in  the  full 
meaning  of  that  word,  struggle  for  biological  survival  of  his  nation,  and  for 
easing  of  the  fate,  of  so  hardly  experienced  Jewish  population.  Dr.  Weichert  did 
well  served  his  nation! 

Warsaw  June  30,  1946 

Notarial  acknowledgment  21,  12.  1946” 

17.  Fela  Sznek,  from  Lwow,  in  her  testimony: 

“Almost  immediately  after  the  entrance  of  the  Germans  to  Lwow,  started  to  function 
Jiidische  Soziale  Selbsthshilfe  (J.S.S.),  which  opened  in  the  main  points  of  the  city  field 
kitchens  for  the  poor  Jewish  population.  They  also  provided  medical  assistance.  The 
funds  were  partly  provided  from  local  contributions,  from  payment  imposed  on  some 
persons,  but  mainly  from  funds  coming  from  Warsaw,  probably  from  Joint.  Provisions 
were  supplied  also  the  Jewish  Council.  I  myself  worked  for  some  time  in  JSS,  and  from 
here  I  know  that  organization.  The  first  directors  of  that  institution  in  Lwow  were  Max 
Scharf,  Leib  Landau  a  lawyer,  and  Dr.  P.  Zarwincer.  With  exception  of  Max  Scharf, 
who  remained  on  his  position  till  his  death,  other  employees  changed  themselves. 

All  employees  of  J.S.S. ,  and  they  were  at  least  several  hundreds,  received  employment 
document  with  a  distinct  heading  J.S.S.,  and  that  documents  was  equivalent  to  the 
working  cards  giving  the  right  to  live.  Ukrainian  Militiamen,  who  were  checking  those 
cards  seeing  the  initials  JSS  assumed  that  the  German  SS  issued  them.  Later  the 
Germans,  who  tried  to  avoid  the  misunderstanding,  changed  its  name  to  Jiiedishe  Soziale 
Hilfe,  and  the  initials  to  JSH”.1 

18.  Aleksander  Bieberstein,  Zaglada  Zydow  w  Krakowie,  “The  annihilation  of  the 
Jews  in  Krakow”,  Wydawnictwo  literackie,  Krakow,  1985/6,  p.  132: 

“The  food  prepared  by  the  camp  kitchen  for  the  sick  was  entirely  insufficient,  the  main 
nourishment  for  many,  was  food  supplied  by  their  families.  Later  a  substantial  aid  for 
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the  sick  was  additional  soup  the  so  called  “J.U.S.  soup”  and  bread,  brought  to  the  camp 
by  Dr.  Michael  Weichert  and  his  son.” 

P.  135: 

“In  Plaszow.  The  food  products  sent  by  Dr.  Zurowski  and  brought  to  the  isolation 
department  of  the  hospital  by  Dr.  Michael  Weichert  together  with  official  transports 
coming  from  J.U.S. 

From  October  1943  R.G.O.  was  supplying  food  to  the  camp  for  the  Poles.  At  the  same 
tune  had  been  increased  the  supply  of  food  products  by  Dr.  Weichert  for  the  Jews  and 
simultaneously  started  to  come  to  the  camp  officially  food  packages,  destined  for  the 
Polish  prisoners-those  packages,  alas,  were  often  were  robbed  by  the  Germans.  Due  to 
the  increase  of  supply  of  food  from  outside,  decreased  the  price  of  food,  smuggled 
illegally  by  the  prisoners  employed  outside  of  the  camp.” 

P.  146: 

“The  camp  in  Plaszow,  was  the  last  stage  of  the  Krakow' s  Jews,  and  also  of  many  others 
from  Tamow  and  Bochnia.  Through  that  camp  passed  35,000  prisoners,  including  5,000 
Poles.  After  liquidation  of  the  Krakow's  ghetto  there  were  in  Plaszow  about  10,000  Jews 
from  Krakow.  From  that  number  returned  to  Krakow  in  the  summer  1945  about  2,000, 
including  700  from  the  camp  Briinlitz.  About  3,000  Jews  which  the  end  of  the  war  found 
in  Briinlitz  did  not  return  to  Krakow.” 

P.162: 

“After  liquidation  of  Krakow's  ghetto,  the  activity  of  J.U.S.  under  management  of  Dr. 
Michal  Weichert  proved  to  be  very  useful.  Dr.  Weichert  who  remained  in  his  apartment, 
continued  to  receive  allotments  from  the  transports  of  the  International  Red  Cross.  He 
had  also  permission  of  the  German  authorities  to  move  freely  in  the  city,  and  had  free 
access  to  the  camp  in  Plaszow.  Dr.  Weichert  was  the  messenger  between  the  Jews  in  the 
camp  and  their  Polish  acquaintances  outside  of  the  camp.  JUS  in  the  person  of  Dr. 
Weichert  was  supplying  to  the  camp  hospital  all  the  needed  medicaments,  dressings  and 
nutrients.  A  great  help  for  the  camp  was  bread  brought  regularly  twice  a  week.  The 
bread  brought  by  Dr.  Weichert  was  baked  in  the  city  from  allotment  of  flour  bought  for 
official  price.  Besides  bread  J.U.S.  supplied  to  the  camp,  2-3  times  weekly  high  caloric 
soup  for  the  sick  in  the  hospital,  from  which  availed  itself  also  the  hospital  personnel. 

Dr.  Weichert  due  to  his  direct  contact  with  the  camp  extended  to  many  prisoners 
assistance.  He  was  buying  for  the  valuables  which  the  Jews  concealed  at  the  Poles-food, 
which  he  illegally  supplied  to  the  camp,  endangering  thus  his  and  his  family  life,  the 
more  so  that  some  Jews  in  the  camp,  the  trustees  of  Goth,  looked  with  a  jaundiced  eye  on 
his  activity  and  on  the  freedom  he  was  enjoying.  To  that  group  belonged  first  and 
foremost  Chilowicz  and  Dr.  Gross. 

J.U.S.  used  sometimes  to  send  dispatches  through  the  firm  of  Madritch  and  Tisch,  which 
had  their  workshops  in  the  camp,  and  which  owners  were  very  well  disposed  towards  the 
Jews.  In  a  similar  way  RPZ  organized  assistance  for  the  Jews  using  the  services  of 
Natan  Stem,  employed  in  that  firm.” 


P.163: 
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“Dr.  Weichert  was  receiving  many  information  about  the  situation  in  the  camp  from  the 
Jews,  and  especially  from  Icchak  Stem  and  Mieczyslaw  Pemper  working  in  the  camp 
head  office.  They  had  partly  access  to  the  secrete  documents  and  instructions,  the  copies 
of  which  received  Dr.  Weichert,  who  in  turn  handed  them  to  the  Polish  underground 
organizations. 

During  my  four  months  detention  in  summer  1943  in  the  Plaszow's  filiation  camp 
“Kabel”,  I  availed  myself  also  from  medicaments,  dressings  and  food  products  supplied 
by  J.U.S.  Whenever  took  place  some  real  deficiency,  it  was  enough  to  inform  Dr. 
Weichert,  through  Dr.  Ludwik  Zurowski,  working  also  in  “Kabel”.  During  my  detention 
in  “Kabel”,  I  received  once  permission  to  receive  an  adequate  provision  from  the 
distribution  center  of  J.U.S.  I  proceeded  there  under  an  escort.  In  the  distribution  center 
I  met  physicians  and  messengers  from  other  filiation  camps  from  the  vicinity  of  Krakow, 
and  all  were  receiving  adequate  provision. 

Dr.  Weichert  was  sending  very  often  to  the  camp  by  various  ways,  food  packages  to  his 
former  co-workers.  The  packages  contained  butter,  eggs,  and  sausages.  Those  packages 
were  coming  to  the  contagious  department  into  my  hands,  from  which  were  distributed 
according  to  their  destination.  One  of  the  permanent  recipients  of  those  packages  was 
Dr.  Leon  Nehmer;  the  well  known  before  the  war  activist  of  Bund,  Dr.  Nehmer  his 
modest  possessions  was  always  sharing  with  his  comrades. 

During  my  stay  in  Briinlitz  the  first  dispatch  of  medicaments  that  we  received  was  with 
an  inscriptions  “J.U.S.”,  it  was  sent  to  us  by  R.G.O.  in  which  stores,  Dr.  Weichert 
concealed  considerable  part  of  goods  of  J.U.S.  before  going  into  hiding.  After 
disappearance  of  Dr.  Weichert  all  assistance  from  the  outside,  for  the  Jewish  prisoners 
came  to  an  end.” 

19.  Julian  Aleksandrowicz,  Kartki  z  dziennika  dr.  Twardowskiego,  “Pages  from  the 
Diary  of  Dr.  Twardowski”,  p.49: 

“Acting  by  sophisticated  methods  the  occupant  succeeded  to  make  people  indifferent  to 
the  evil.  But  even  if  he  depraved  the  mind,  and  corrupted  the  character  of  many  human 
beings,  in  spite  of  that  he  did  not  achieve  his  aim.  The  fervent  Polish  patriots,  such  as  the 
apothecary  Tadeusz  Pahkiewicz,  the  physician  Ludwik  Zurowski  and  others,  knew  that 
by  themselves  they  cannot  defeat  the  occupant,  whose  armed  potential  surpasses  the 
might  of  many  world  powers.  They  chose  therefore  another  way-  the  road  of  spreading 
good  deeds  and  faith.  At  the  peril  of  their  and  their  family  life,  not  sparing  financial 
means,  they  saved  from  ghetto  Krakow  many  people,  enabling  them  existence  on  the 
"Aryan"  side.  Their  indestructible  goodwill  brought  them  even  further--  to  the  Plaszow 
camp,  where  they  helped  the  prisoners  with  medicines  and  food.  That  activity  threatened 
them  with  death.  Many  times  they  cooperated  with  Dr.  Michael  Weichert,  who  having 
the  liberty  to  move  on  the  "Aryan”  side,  by  the  reason  of  his  activity  and  contacts  with 
R.G.O. --became  one  of  the  channels  of  the  help  to  the  prisoners  in  the  Plaszow  camp. 
Their  fervent  hearts,  instilled  among  the  miserable  confidence  and  the  will  to  survive. 
And  they  won,  many  people  restored  their  faith  in  the  sense  of  humanity,  and  therefore 
came  through.” 

20.  Tadeusz  Pankiewicz,  The  pharmacy  in  the  ghetto  Krakow,  Yad-Vashem 
Publishing  House,  Jerusalem, 

The  word  of  the  publisher  Yad  Vashem: 
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“Tadeusz  Pankiewicz  a  Pole  a  native  of  Krakow,  was  owner  of  a  pharmacy  in  the  ghetto 
Krakow  during  the  holocaust.  During  two  years  since  establishment  of  the  ghetto  and 
until  its  final  liquidation  in  March  1943,  he  was  an  eyewitness  of  the  events  in  the 
ghetto-the  interdictions,  the  persecutions,  and  the  deportations.  His  pharmacy  served  as 
the  meeting  point  of  two  worlds:  the  Jewish  population  immured  in  the  ghetto,  and  the 
non-Jewish  population  that  continued  to  live  in  the  city.  His  book  brings  a  detailed 
description,  from  a  special  angle,  of  the  daily  life  in  ghetto,  and  the  suffering  of  the  Jews. 
The  writer  describes  also  the  behavior  and  activity  of  the  Germans  that  acted  in  the 
ghetto.  For  his  help  to  the  persecuted  Jews,  which  he  carried  on  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  he 
was  bestowed  the  title  “The  Righteous  among  the  Nations”  by  Yad  Vashem  and  a  tree  on 
his  name  was  planted  on  the  mountain  of  memory  in  Jerusalem.” 

P.  40: 

“hi  the  ghetto  started  panic,  all  are  speaking  about  deportation,  who  will  go  and  who  will 
stay,  nothing  could  be  said  for  certain.  The  Germans  do  not  disclose  their  plans.  Nobody 
dares  to  ask  them,  and  in  any  case  their  answers  -lies. 

In  the  days  of  29,  30  and  3 1  of  May  1942,  in  the  big  hall  of  the  building  of  “J.S.S.”  were 
placed  small  tables — at  each  table  sat-one  Gestapo  man  and  an  official  from  the  “Labor 
Office” 

P.  42: 

The  streets  leading  to  the  square  Zgoda  are  becoming  empty.  The  people  are  hiding 
behind  the  gates  of  the  buildings.  Szapira  and  all  his  family  are  rushing  in  frenzy.  The 
Gestapo-men  stand  outside.  We  are  looking  and  see  that  one  of  them  is  directing  his 
pistol  in  the  direction  of  Jozefinska  Street;  Jewish  policemen  are  calling  each  other. 
Suddenly  a  shot  if  fired... one... second....  third.  And  the  pistol  descends  slowly.  The 
clamor  deadened.  Only  the  steps  of  policemen  rushing  here  and  there  were  heard.  Why 
did  they  shot?  Whom  did  they  aim,  hit  or  missed?  And  maybe  wanted  only  to  awoke  a 
panic?  Quick  thoughts  crossed  our  minds.  It  transpired  that  somebody  was  wounded  but 
not  fatally.  The  first  wounded  in  the  ghetto  was  Dr.  M.  Weichert,  the  chairman  of  JSS 
“The  Jewish  Social  Self-Help”,  and  the  first  to  use  the  arms  in  the  ghetto  was 
Sturmscharfiihrer  Wilhelm  Kunda,  who  was  the  spokesman  of  SS  and  Gestapo  on  the 
matter  of  Jews,  and  served  in  the  “Kripo”  Office  -Criminal  Police.  His  bullet  hit  Dr. 
Weichert  in  the  arm. 

P.  149: 

hi  August  1943  the  fences  still  surrounded  one  block  of  houses  and  there  the  building  of 
the  Jewish  police  station,  and  a  few  houses  around  it.  The  only  working  place  that  now 
existed  in  the  area  of  the  former  ghetto,  was  the  medications  store  on  Jozefinska  Street  2 
a.  Here  was  the  distributing  point  of  J.S.S.  and  later  of  J.U.S.  That  place  and  that  office 
managed  Dr.  M.  Weichert. 

After  March  1943  Dr.  Weichert  moved  with  permission  of  the  authorities  to  the  building 
on  Jozefinska  Street,  from  here  he  managed  his  institution.  From  here  he  organized  with 
efficiency  and  ability  dispatches  of  food  and  medicaments  to  Plaszow  and  other  camps  in 
Poland.  At  first  his  helpers  in  the  management  had  been:  Dr.  Hilfstein,  Dr.  Tisch,  Mgr. 
Bieberstein,  and  others....  Dr.  Weichert  was  the  only  one  that  was  permitted  to  enter 
Plaszow  and  other  camps  in  the  vicinity;  he  was  extending  to  the  prisoners  of  the  camps 
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general  and  individual  help.  At  all  hazards  he  was  handing  over  letters  and  money  from 
the  Poles  to  the  Jews.  Also  the  money  and  the  letters  that  was  passing  through  our 
pharmacy  were  reaching  the  camps  through  Dr.  Weichert.  The  dispatches  of  food  and 
medicaments  had  saved  not  a  few  lives  from  certain  death.  His  wife  his  son  and  daughter 
had  helped  him  in  his  hard  work.  His  charming  and  beautiful  wife  Mrs.  Franciszka 
Weichert  was  organizing  the  purchase  of  medications,  which  were  coming  from 
hundreds  of  phannacies.  Those  medicaments  were  being  sent  to  the  camps,  big  and 
small. 

P.150: 

When  started  the  talks  about  erecting  a  shack  for  J.U.S.  in  the  camp  of  Plaszow, 
increased  the  danger  to  life  of  Dr.  Weichert.  The  commandant  of  the  Plaszow  camp  A. 
Goth  did  not  suffer  the  intervention  of  the  Red  Cross,  for  him  as  a  thorn  in  his  flesh  was 
the  relation  of  the  civil  authorities  towards  Dr.  Weichert.  The  chances  of  Dr.  Weichert  to 
remain  alive  after  he  would  move  to  the  camp  were  meager.  Each  evening  before  going 
to  sleep  Dr.  Weichert  could  not  be  sure  that  he  will  see  the  light  of  the  next  day.  In  July 
1944,  when  started  the  panic  of  withdrawal  of  the  German  army  from  the  Eastern  front, 
Dr.  Weichert  and  his  family  stopped  sleeping  in  their  house.  And  it  transpired  that  their 
precautions  had  been  justified:  one  day  arrived  at  their  office,  cars  with  SS-men,  to 
arrest  them.  His  absence  from  home  saved  his  life.” 


21.  The  State  Archive  in  Krakow  Krakow  -  23.09.1998 

30-960  Krakow,  Sienna  Street  16  Ref.  No.  845-127/98 

POX-324 

To  Mrs.  Aviva  Chen 
Mashabim  25 
Hod-Hasharon  45201 
Israel 

“hi  response  to  your  letter,  the  State  Archive  in  Krakow  kindly  informs  you  that  it  does 
not  possess  any  files  regarding  the  activity  of  Gestapo  in  Krakow,  and  the  works  of  the 
Jewish  translator  women  in  the  Krakow' s  prisons  in  the  period  of  the  Nazi  occupation. 
We  do  not  possess  any  files  of  the  prisoners  in  Krakow  on  Montelupi  St.  from  the  period 
of  the  Nazi  occupation.  In  our  possession  find  itself  only  the  list  of  prisoners  of  that 
prison,  who  were  receiving  food  packages.  In  those  list  kept  in  the  collection  of  files  of 
the  Polish  Welfare  Committee  in  Krakow  appears  the  name  Margit  Feldman,  who 
received  a  package  on  June  28,  1944  from  Dr.  Weichert-J.U.S.  Jozefmska  2  (signature 
PolkoLKO -174,  p.721/28) 

Margit  Feldman  appears  also  in  “the  list  of  prisoners  of  Monelupi”  published  in  1980  by 
the  “Glowna  Kimisja  Badania  Zbrodni  Hittlerowskich  w  Polsce”-“The  main 
Commission  for  investigation  Nazi  Crimes  in  Poland  with  a  reference  note:  ’’(Krakow 
Jozefmska  str.  2,  Dr.  Weichert,  J.U.S.  ( Jiidische  Unterstiitzungsstelle  -Zydowska 
Opieka  Spoleczna),  June  1944” 

22.  Fiszer  Fela,  in  her  testimony: 

“About  the  Childrens'  House  attached  to  the  Jewish  Council  took  care  Dr.  Weichert 
from  Warsaw.  The  food  products  for  the  House,  we  succeeded  to  receive  through  Joint. 
Weichert' s  relation  to  the  children  and  personnel  was  extraordinary.  Fela  remembers, 
that  during  the  deportation  from  the  Krakow's  ghetto  on  28.10.1942,  when  it  seemed 
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that  the  children  of  the  Children  House  are  not  threatened  with  deportation,  (in  spite  that 
the  orphanage  had  been  liquidated).  Dr.  Weichert  assisted  the  women  guardians  to  hide 
themselves  in  the  office  of  the  Jewish  Social  Self-Help,  due  to  which  they  saved 
themselves  this  time.  Weichert  also  hid  himself,  but  was  found  and  carried  out  to  the 
Square  Zgoda.  The  Jewish  Community,  however,  succeeded  to  snatch  him  from  the 
German  hands.  After  liquidation  of  Krakow's  ghetto  Fella  was  taken  to  the  Plaszow's 
camp”2 

23.  Helema  Anisfeld  in  her  testimony  (not  translated- See  appendix  No.  5  )3 

24.  Dr.  Julian  Aleksandrowicz  (not  translated-See  appendix  No.  6)4 

25  To  the  Main  Management  of  ZB  OWED 
In  Warsaw 

By  the  District  Management 
In  Krakow 

“In  connection  with  10  anniversary  of  the  liberation  from  the  Nazi  concentration 
camps,  the  fornier  prisoners  of  the  concentration  camps  and  the  forced  labor  camps  in 
Plaszow,  Stalowa  Wola,  Rzeszow,  Mielec,  Rozwadow,  Pustow,  Starachowice,  Pionki, 
Szebnia,  Czestochowa,  Skarzysko  Kamienna,  Brimnlitz,  and  others-consider  it  as  their 
duty  to  remind  the  activity  of  the  citizen  Dr.  Michal  Weichert,  who  with  the  peril  of  his 
life  was  bringing  versatile  assistance  to  the  prisoners  and  especially  medicaments,  food, 
and  clothes. 

Breaking  and  circumventing  draconic  fascist  regulations,  he  enabled  the  prisoners,  to 
maintain  contact  with  the  outer  world,  and  the  members  of  their  families,  finding 
themselves  in  other  camps,  or  hiding  themselves  before  persecutions. 

By  his  attitude  he  heartened  the  spirit  for  survival  in  those  Gehenna  camps. 

Many  of  the  undersigned  saved  themselves  from  the  Hitler  place  of  torture  solely  to  the 
assistance  of  Dr.  Weichert. 

Reminding  it  in  the  10th  anniversary  of  liberation  of  the  death  camps,  the  undersigned  ask 
for  awarding  Dr.  M.  Weichert-as  a  true  token  of  evaluation  of  his  activity-  with  the 
Honorary  Diploma  of  Zwiqzek  Bojownikow  o  Wolnosc  I  Demokracjq-Vmon  of  Fighters 
for  Freedom  and  Democracy.”5  (See  appemdix  No.  7) 


72  signatures 


CHAPTER  II! 


The  “Viliam”. 


1.  Stem  (Mikotajczyk  Stanislaw)  to  the  Delegate,  telegram  No.  1 12.  June  06,  1943: 

“In  the  Palestinian  press,  was  published  news  from  Geneva,  that  in  Krakow,  was  called 
into  life-Komitet  Pomocy  Zydom  w  Polsce-a  Committee  for  the  assistance  for  the  Jews 
in  Poland,  composed  of  Dr.  Weichert,  Dr.  Hilfstein  and  Dr.  Tisch.  Is  that  information 
true,  and  a  Committee  still  exist?”1 

2.  From  Delegate  of  the  government  to  Minister  Stanislaw  Mikolajczyk,  following 
the  telegram  No.  112,  July  07,  1943: 

“Die  Germans  dissolved  Zydowski  Komitet  Samopomocy  --  The  Jewish  Committee  for 
Relief,  which  together  with  the  Ukrainian  and  the  Polish  R.G.O.  -Rada  Glowna 
Opiekuncza  composed  the  Naczelna  Rada  Opiekuncza-the  Main  Relief  Committee.  In 
the  result  the  Polish  and  the  Ukrainian  R.G.O.  started  to  work  separately.  On  April  1, 
1943,  the  German  established  Zydowski  Komitet  Samopomocy-the  Jewish  Committee 
for  Relief  with  Dr.  Weichert  and  Dr.  Hilfstein,  at  the  head  were  even  allowed  to  live  in 
the  Aryan  quarter  in  Krakow.  Those  two  consisted  a  Committee  and  their  task  is, 
allegedly,  solving  the  Jewish  problems  with  the  authorities  of  G.G.-Generalgouvemment. 
In  reality  they  have  nothing  to  do,  in  view  of  the  destruction  of  the  Jews  of 
G.G.  The  Committee  was  organized  for  foreign  countries.  The  number  of  the  Jews 
evaluated  on  the  territory  of  G.G.  is  400,000.  On  the  territories  incorporated  to  the  Reich 
is  a  great  concentration  of  Jews— e.g.  Lodz  and  surrounding  app.  200, 000. ”2 

3.  Written  statement  deposed  by  Witold  Bienkowski  (Kalski)  on  December  9,  1947, 
before  Mr.  Edward  Stock,  the  prosecutor  of  the  Civic  (Social)  Court  in  Warsaw. 

“Personally  I  did  not  know  Dr.  Weichert,  I  acquainted  myself  with  his  activity  in  the  line 
of  my  official  duty  as  the  head  of  the  Special  Department  of  the  Delegate  Office  and 
besides  as  the  head  of  the  Department  of  the  Entirety  of  the  Jewish  Affairs  in  the 
Delegate  Office.  That  was  in  the  end  1942.  After  R.P.Z.  the  Council  for  Assistance  for 
the  Jews-”  Zegota”  was  organized,  was  created  a  direct  political  connection  with 
Z.K.N.  Bund,  and  with  the  Coordinating  Committee  of  Z.K.N.  and  Bund.  In  order  to 
reinforce  the  action  of  assisting  the  Jews,  aroused  as  the  first  problem,  the  necessity  to 
concentrate  all  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Polish  Government,  the  Polish  and  Jewish  society 
in  order  to  mobilize  all  financial  and  security  means.  My  cooperation  with  the 
lawyer  Leon  Feiner  and  Dr.  Adolf  Berman  went,  before  all,  on  the  line  of 
alarming  foreign  countries  in  order  to  assure  great  donation  from  the 
organized  Jewish  societies  in  England,  Palestine  and  United  States.  After 
receiving  several  information  from  abroad,  I  have  received  in  the  official  way  from 
London  the  first  information  about  train  transports  which  were  coming  from  Switzerland 
in  the  legal  way  through  the  Red  Cross  to  the  J.U.S.  in  Krakow  which  was  directed  by 
Dr.  Weichert. 

At  the  same  time  the  representatives  of  Z.K.N.  had  been  cautioned  about  the  activity  of 
Dr.  Weichert.  In  the  course  of  my  official  duty  I  gave  instruction  to  the  appropriate 
services  in  the  Krakow  Delegate  office  to  examine  the  affair  of  Weichert,  and  to  send 
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me  report  about  the  situation.  (In  the  result-my  addition)  it  became  known  to  me,  that 
lastly  Dr.  Weichert  receives  and  acknowledges  train  transports  from  Switzerland,  which 
are  coming  for  the  Jews  in  Poland.  Those  transports  contain  a  great  amount  of  valuable 
medicines,  dressings,  surgical  operation  instruments  and  nutrients.  I  was  besides 
informed  that  those  transports  contain  greatly  needed  products  for  the  German  army,  and 
that  only  a  small  portion  about  10%-30%  was  given  to  Dr.  Weichert  to  be  turned  over 
for  the  help  of  the  Jews  in  Plaszow  camp.  Those  who  gave  me  that  information 
concluded  that  in  their  opinion,  Dr.  Weichert' s  activity  causes  to  strengthening  of  the 
German  army.  That  I  had  reported  to  the  Delegate  and  to  Dr.  Feiner  and  Dr.  Berman. 
Personally  I  could  account  then  and  am  ready  to  account  myself  now  for  the  failure  of 
our  (common-my  addition)  action,  -of  Z.K.N.  R.P.Z.,  and  the  Delegate  Office, -to  the 
activity  of  Dr.  Weichert,  by  whom  the  Jewish  society  abroad  had  been  misinformed, 
and  due  to  it  part  of  the  dispatches  continued  to  be  transported  by  that  way.  K.K., 
R.P.Z.  and  the  Delegate  had  performed  their  duty  by  sending  their  information  about 
Weichert  several  times  by  telegrams  and  letters  to  London.”3 

4.  Marek  Arczynski,  Wieslaw  Balcerak,  Rryptonim  “Zegota”-(crypto-name  of 
R.P.Z.)  in  his  book: 

“A  special  card  in  the  policy  of  the  occupant,  taking  use  of  “zwyrodnialych” 
degenerated  individuals  of  the  Jewish  society,  for  their  own  aims,  is  connected  with  the 
existence  of  the  only  Jewish  legal  organization  in  the  occupied  Poland.  That  organization 
called  to  life  in  1941,  under  the  name  Judische  Soziale  Selbsthilfe  (Jewish  Social  Self- 
Help),  was  in  1942  suspended  by  the  occupational  authorities,  in  order  to  be  reinstalled 
in  the  summer  1943— in  the  period  of  especially  relentless  annihilation  of  the  Jewish 
population,  but  under  a  new  name  Judische  Unterstutzungsstelle  (Jewish  assistance 
post).  Both  J.S.S.,  and  J.U.S.,  declared  as  the  aim  of  its  activity-  carrying  protection 
and  assistance  to  the  Jews,  but  in  reality,  serving  German  propaganda  intended  to 
deceive  public  opinion  (especially  in  the  neutral  and  the  western  countries),  that  the  Jews 
in  Poland  are  not  persecuted,  but  find  themselves  under  the  protection  of  German 
authorities,  proven  by  the  very  existence  of  the  Jewish  organization  for  assistance. 

The  alleged  organization  for  assistance  for  the  Jewish  population  had  also  diversionary 
character,  reinstalled  in  1943,  under  the  name  familiar  to  R.P.Z.,  it  could  enable  the 
German  security  authorities  and  police  to  infiltrate  R.P.  Z.,  to  bring  to  a  dangerous 
linking  of  the  contacts,  and  finally  to  the  loss  of  popularity  of  Zegota  activity,  among  the 
Jewish  society,  or  even  a  part  of  it. 

On  the  meeting  of  R.P.Z.  on  April  20,  1943a  Leon  Feiner  in  the  name  of  K.K. 
Coordination  Commission  presented  in  writing  its  stands  towards  J.U.S.  In  that 
memorandum  of  K.K.  asserted  that  J.U.S.  is  a  diversionary  enterprise  created  to  simulate 
towards  foreign  nations  an  appearance  of  German  humanitarian  relation  towards  the 
Jews  of  Poland,  of  spreading  among  them  harmful  illusions,  to  enable  the  occupation 
authority  to  expose  the  Polish  R.P.Z.,  and  to  receive  dispatches  from  abroad  destined  for 
the  Jewish  population.  The  representing  the  whole  Jewish  Underground  organ  warned  at 
the  same  time  everybody  against  cooperation  with  J.U.S.  and  condemned  those  few  who 
let  themselves  be  mobilized  to  it.  It  proclaimed  its  intention  on  that  matter  to  the 
Delegate  of  the  Government,  to  all  underground  organizations  in  the  Country  and  to  the 
Jewish  organizations  abroad.  K.K.  applied  at  the  same  time  to  R.P.Z.  with  an  appeal  to 
take  similar  stand: 


a  The  memorandum  from  14.8.43  could  not  be  presented  on  20.4.43 
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'K.K.  deems  that  the  same  consideration  should  induce  R.P.Z.  to 
assume  analogous  relation  towards  J.U.S.  R.P.Z.  as  a  general 
institution,  one  of  the  cells  of  the  Polish  underground,  which  relation 
to  the  occupant  is  decisively  negative.  From  that  traditional  mutual 
course  of  the  battle  against  the  occupant  it  should  not  deviate  even  if 
it  concerns  the  assistance  to  the  perishing  ones' 

R.P.Z.  approved  the  stand  of  K.K.  and  adopted  resolution  in  the  same  spirit.  Later  on,  it 
assumed  steps  having  for  its  aim  counteraction  against  agreement  and  cooperation  of 
J.U.S.  with  the  organization  of  the  Polish  and  Jewish  underground. 

Through  the  conspiratorial  press  R.P.Z.  informed  wide  circles  of  society  about 
diversionary  character  of  J.U.S.  Through  the  Delegate  of  the  Government  it  appealed  to 
London  Government  with  a  request  of  alarming  public  opinion  in  the  allied  and  neutral 
countries,  and  all  Jewish  organizations.  It  took  also  steps  having  for  its  aim  liquidation 
of  J.U.S. 

Simultaneously  the  management  of  R.P.Z.  was  bent  on  collecting  more  information 
about  J.U.S.  and  to  exert  a  pressure  about  a  possible  withdrawal  of  Weichert  from 
collaboration  with  the  occupant.  It  delegated  to  him  an  investigating  mission  in  the 
person  of  Marek  Arczynski.  With  proper  security  measures  by  the  Polish  armed 
underground  the  representative  of  R.P.Z.,  he  paid  an  unexpected  visit  to  Weichert  in  the 
abode  of  J.U.S.  on  Podgorze  in  Krakow  on  Jozefinska  Street,  in  the  direct  vicinity  of  the 
Plaszow  camp.  The  course  of  that  interesting  visit  I  related  later  on  the  meeting  of  the 
Council.  And  here  are  fragments  of  the  report  of  Arczynski: 

'Dr.  Weichert  enjoyed  special  favors  from  his  principals.  He  was  for  example 
released  entirely  from  the  obligation  of  wearing  an  armband  with  a  star  of  Zion, 
had  the  right  of  free  movement  in  the  city,  the  police  hours  did  not  obliged  him, 
and  even  had  a  permanent  permit  to  enter  official  building.  Such  privileges 
possessed  only  the  Germans  and  not  all  of  them. 

Dr.  Weichert  lived  together  with  his  family  and  a  company  of  his  trusted 
employees,  in  an  especially  for  J.U.S.  restored  stylish  building,  where  found 

themselves  offices  and  partly  magazines  of  J.U.S .  In  that  very  building  after 

assuring  myself  against  eventual  surprise, 

I  held  with  Weichert  a  serious  conversation....!  must  admit  that  my  interlocutor 
displayed  self-possession.  At  the  beginning  Dr.  Weichert  tried  to  justify  his 
behavior  by  his  charitable  activity.  However,  when  I  demonstrated  before  him  the 
whole  monstrosity  of  his  behavior,  and  especially  when  I  presented  to  him  the 
stand  and  the  concrete  resolutions  of  the  Polish  Underground  and  the  Jewish 
organizations,  he  expressed  his  readiness  of  submitting  to  the  decisions  of  the 
Underground  authorities,  asking  only  for  forbearing  and  assuring  him  and  his 
family  a  refuge. 

Dr.  Weichert  handed  me  correspondence  and  all  the  most  important  documents  for 
review.  Those  were  letters  from  Turkey,  Spain,  Switzerland,  Sweden  and  others, 
the  copies  of  correspondence  to  German  authorities  of  executions  instructed  task, 
records  of  goods  and  so  on. 

In  the  letters  sent  abroad,  there  had  been  not  a  word  about  the  real  situation  of  the 
Jews.  The  demands  of  J.U.S.  reduced  themselves  in  principle  to  material  help, 
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...before  all,  however,  such  goods  like:  sardines,  coffee,  tea,  and  a  choice  of 
medicaments  (which  lack  the  Germans  felt  most  acutely),  and  assistance  in  cash 
(obviously  in  dollars). 

In  the  files  I  found  also  answers  from  those  countries,  and  numerous  information, 
about  serious  dispatches  for  J.U.S.,  by  the  International  Red  Cross.  In  some  cases 
that  were  dispatches  of  full  wagons.  I  visited  also  several  days  later  the  magazines 
of  J.U.S.,  in  which  those  goods  were  stored.  They  were  located  in  Krakow  on 
Bonerowska  St.  J.U.S.  acted  as  figurehead,  however,  they  stood  to  the  disposal  of 
the  Germans.  The  Germans,  for  propaganda  aims,  several  times  filmed  the 
magazines. 

At  the  end  of  that  visit  I  had  informed  Dr.  Weichert  that  he  has  to  await  further 
instructions  from  Warsaw  and  prepare  himself  together  with  his  family  to  leave 
Krakow.  ' 

After  that  mission  of  Arczyriski  R.P.Z.  had  hoped  that  it  had  succeeded  to  divert  finally 
Weichert  from  J.U.S.  and  together  with  K.K.  will  take  care  about  his  fate.  Weichert  after 
moving  to  Warsaw  had  to  be  placed  under  protection,  and  to  work  on  the  history  of  the 
martyrdom  of  the  Jews.  The  matter  of  his  collaboration  was  decided  to  deliver  to  the 
decision  of  the  Polish  authorities  after  the  liberation,  by  that  token  he  was  given  a  chance 
of  rehabilitation.  He,  however,  did  not  avail  himself  of  that  chance.  Several  times  called 
to  abandon  J.U.S.  he  dragged  his  feet,  excusing  himself  by  various  difficulties,  and 
finally  in  the  spring  of  1944  bluntly  refused  subordination  to  the  underground 
authorities,  both  Jewish  and  Polish. 

Because  the  refusal  of  Weichert  came  when  the  Soviet  army  was  approaching  Polish 
borders,  and  when  the  activity  of  J.U.S.  in  the  result  of  the  carried  on  publicity  campaign 
in  the  allied  and  neutral  countries  was  not  so  destructive,  and  the  underground  courts  had 
to  deal  more  with  more  urgent  cases  of  collaboration  and  treason,  the  affair  of  Weichert 
was  decided  to  be  delivered  to  the  courts  of  the  liberated  Poland.. 

The  institution  of  J.U.S.  did  not  fulfill  the  hope  of  the  occupant,  with  regard  to  the 
infiltration  into  the  Polish  and  Jewish  Underground,  exposing  of  R.P.Z.,  impediment  of 
the  activity  of  R.P.Z. ,  and  depreciation  of  its  popularity  among  the  oppressed  and  the 
persecuted  Jewish  population.  It  happened  due  to  the  counter-action  assumed  by  the 
Jewish  organization  and  R.P.Z.  and  by  preserving  strict  conspiratorial  and  preventive 
measures.”4 

5.  Resolution  of  the  Jewish  Coordinating  Committee  taken  on  August  14,  1943,  with 
regard  to  J.U.S.,  to  take  the  following  steps3: 

“Indeed  in  August  14,  1943  after  considering  information  about  the  reactivated  J.U.S. 
obtained  from  Jewish  and  Polish  associates  in  Krakow,  the  underground  Jewish 
Coordinating  Committee  which  regarded  itself  as  the  legitimate  authoritative  body  for 
the  Polish  Jews  under  German  occupation  issued  a  statement  asserting  that  the  occupier 
had  created  the  Jewish  organization  for  four  purposes:  l)-to  provide  evidence  for  the 
people  abroad  of  the  false  nature  of  the  reports  of  a  mass  liquidation  being  carried  out 

_ _ - - * 

a  See  discrepancy  in  the  phrasing  of  the  resolution  as  quoted  by  Arczynski  from  his  private  collection 
-see  item  No.  4  ,  p.  44-45  abW. 
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(against  Jews)  and  to  counteract  the  opinion  created  in  foreign  countries  on  the  basis  of 
those  reports.  2)  To  demonstrate  to  people  abroad  its  own  '  humanitarianism'  in  general 
even  in  relation  to  the  Jews,  3)  To  continue..  To  sow  a  tragic  illusion  among  the  Jewish 
community,  thereby  making  it  easier  to  liquidate  those  remaining  in  the  camps,  4)  to  take 
for  itself  the  objects  sent  from  abroad.”5 

6.  The  central  leadership  of  Bund  in  Poland  in  its  letter  from  September  15,  1943  to 
the  representative  of  the  Bund  in  London  announced: 

“After  the  liquidation  action  of  Krakow' s  and  other  ghettos,  the  Germans  called  to  life  an 
institution  called  “Jiidische  Unterstuzungsstelle”  (J.U.S.)  the  “Jewish  Supporting  Post” 
carried  on  by  Dr.  Weichert  with  an  unofficial  cooperation  of  two  respectable  men  from 
Zionist  organizations  from  Krakow.  That  organization  (J.U.S.)  had  for  its  apparent  aim 
distribution  of  medicines,  and  other  goods  sent  by  the  Jews  from  abroad,  through  the 
agency  of  the  International  Red-Cross  to  the  Jewish  camps  in  G.G.-General  Government. 
In  reality,  however,  it  is  a  diversionary  affair  of  the  occupant,  which  has  for  its  aim 
cunningly  to  deceive  the  public  opinion  abroad,  about  its  stand  towards  the  Jews,  and 
besides  to  take  the  medicines  for  themselves. 

The  Coordination  Committee  issued  to  you,  and  to  Dr.  Schwarzbard  a  telegram,  warning 
the  foreign  opinion  before  J.U.S.,  and  all  that  affair,  demanding  stopping  the  dispatch 
of  medicines  and  other  objects  for  J.U.S.”6 

7.  Joint  telegram  of  the  Council  of  Relief  of  the  Jews  -R.P.Z.,  and  the  Coordination 
Committee,  Warsaw,  September  6,  1943: 

“In  the  middle  of  the  former  year  the  Coordination  Committee  of  Bund,  and  Z.K.N.  sent 
to  London  a  warning,  against  Jiidishe  Unterstiizungsstelle,  directed  by  Dr.  Weichert,  and 
created  by  the  Germans  as  a  diversion  and  a  deceitful  propaganda,  and  demanded  to  stop 
further  dispatch  of  medicines,  and  presents  from  abroad  for  J.U.S.  Dr.  Weichert  refused 
to  subordinate  to  K.K.  (Coordination  Committee),  and  gave  his  auspices  to  the  whole 
deceitful  German  enterprise.  Presently  we  received  information,  that  from  Switzerland  is 
coming  new  railway  wagon  with  medicines  and  presents  from  the  Jews  abroad  for  JUS. 
We  apply  to  all  official  and  social  circles  with  an  appeal  to  warn  all  Jewish  centers 
abroad,  especially  in  Switzerland  against  J.U.S.,  as  a  German  Organization.  We 
demand  to  stop  individual  dispatched  to  J.U.S.  because  that  staff  in  a  great 
measure  enrich  he  Germans.”7 

8.  Report  about  activity  of  Rady  Pomocy  Zydom-affiliated  to  the  Delegate  of  the 

Government.  23.10.43.  Item  No.  18  p.  18: 

“A  few  months  ago-already  after  the  liquidation  of  the  Krakow  Ghetto  the  central 
occupational  authorities  called  to  life  the  Jewish  Support  Center  -Jiidische 
Unterstiizungsstelle  J.U.S.,  placing  at  the  head,  the  former  chairman  of  the  liquidated 
Jewish  Social  Relief  Center  -Dr.  Weichert.  On  his  address  came  from  abroad  through  the 
International  Red  Cross,  considerable  amounts  of  medicines,  food  products  and  financial 
means.  The  directing  that  institution  Dr.  Weichert  tried  to  establish  contacts  with  the 
representatives  of  the  Jewish  society,  that  is  with  Bund,  ZK.N.  and  R.P.Z.  The 
representatives  of  the  Jewish  society,  responded  negatively  against  any  cooperation  with 
J.U.S.,  and  proposed  that  R.P.Z.  will  also  take  a  negative  stand  against  any  cooperation 
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with  J.U.S.,  and  called  for  stopping  whatsoever  dispatches  addressed  to  J.U.S.,  justifying 
it  that  that  is  German  propaganda  undertaking. 

The  Council,  itself,  expressed  its  own  negative  attitude  towards  JUS,  handing  its 
decision  to  the  Del.  of  Gov.  of  the  Gov.  enclosing  the  corresponding  declaration  of  the 
Jewish  society”8. 

9.  From  representative  of  Bund  in  Poland  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Emanuel  Szerer  the 
member  of  Rada  Narodowa  (National  Council)  in  London,  report  from 
1.7.1943-15.11.1943,  p.7: 

“After  the  liquidation  action  of  the  Ghetto  Krakow  and  others  the  Germans  called  to  life 
an  Institution  called  Jiidishe  Unterstzungsstelle  J.U.S.  managed  by  Dr.  Weichert  with  an 
unofficial  cooperation  of  two  respectable  men  from  Zionist  organizations  in  Krakow. 
That  organization  J.U.S.  had  supposedly  for  its  aim  distribution  of  medications  and  other 
goods  sent  by  the  Jews  from  abroad  by  the  mediation  of  the  International  Red  Cross  to 
be  distributed  among  the  Jewish  camps  in  G.G.  In  reality  that  is  a  diversionary  affair  of 
the  occupant  which  has  for  its  aim  further  deception  of  the  foreign  opinion  on  the  matter 
if  its  stands  towards  the  Jews,  and  besides  to  take  for  themselves  the  needed  for  them 
medicaments.  According  to  our  proposal  to  which  coordinating  with  us  Z.K.N.  agreed, 
K.K.  rejected  the  proposed  to  us  through  the  chairman  of  J.U.S.,  cooperation  with  us,  or 
with  RPZ,  which  on  the  suggestion  of  K.K.  took  similar  stand  on  that  matter  informing 
about  it  the  Delegate  of  the  Government.  K.K.  also  telegraphed  to  you  and  Dr. 
Schwarzbart  a  telegram  warning  the  foreign  opinion  against  J.U.S.  and  that  whole  affair, 
demanding  cessation  of  dispatch  of  the  medicines  and  other  goods  for  J.U.S.  For 
the  second  time  confirmed  K.K.  that  decision  when  the  “panowie”  from  J.U.S.  applied 
for  its  revision,  after  some  times,  they  announced  that  they  will  subordinate  to  the 
decision  of  K.K.  and  that  they  will  turn  over  all  remaining  goods  of  J.U.S.,  but  presently 
as  we  foresaw  about  it  they  are  delaying  it.  We  will  initiate  in  K.K.  to  draw  appropriate 
consequences  in  compliance  with  the  basic  decision  of  K.K.”9 

10.  The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  R.P.Z.  from  March  28,  1944: 

“The  council  decided  to  approve  the  immediate  instruction  issued  by  Mr.  Lukowski 
(Arczynski)  in  Krakow  with  regard  to  relations  of  R.P.Z.  to  J.U.S.  and  the  person  of  Dr. 
Weichert,  composing  memorandum  of  the  previous  resolutions  of  K.K.  and  R.P.Z.,  and 
in  particular: 

a)  Prohibition  of  carrying  of  whatever  conversation  by  R.P.Z.  with  Dr.  Weichert  on  the 
subject  of  liquidation  of  J.U.S.,  or  liquidation  of  the  property  of  J.U.S.  on  behalf  of 
R.P.Z.,  or  maintain  whatsoever  collaboration  in  the  sphere  of  the  assistance  to  the 
Jews. 

b)  Not  accepting  any  authorization  for  collaboration  of  the  respective  members  of  R.P.Z 
Krakow  on  the  invitation  of  Dr.  Weichert 

c)  Not  accepting  from  J.U.S.  any  help  in  the  action  of  R.P.Z.,  the  received  until  now 
two  dispatches  of  medicines  and  food  from  JUS,  in  the  frame  of  intended  liquidation 
of  the  property  of  J.U.S.,  was  decided  to  return  to  J.U.S.,  or  its  equivalent  in  cash. 
The  above-mentioned  decisions  were  undertaken  in  the  result  of  the  declaration  of  Dr. 
Weichert  towards  the  representatives  of  R.P.Z.  of  Warsaw  -  Mr.  Lukowski,  that  he 
does  not  intend  to  subordinate  to  the  resolution  of  K.K.-  (Coordination  Committee  of 
Bund  and  Z.K.N. ),  and  R.P.  Z.,  because  he  recognize  neither  K.K.,  nor  the 
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representatives  of  the  Jews  in  Rada  Narodowa-National  Council  in  London  as  a 
disposition  factor.10 

11.  Delegate  to  Minister  Banaczyk,  telegram  of  Berezowski  (from  Bund  in  Poland) 
to  Szerer  (from  Bund  in  London),  Krakow  April  6,  1944: 

“Warn  all,  against  sending  gifts  to  the  German  JUS  and  Weichert,  I  am  sending  (in 
addition)  a  joint  telegram  with  RPZ  on  that  matter.  Berezowski.”11 

12.  From  the  Delegate  to  Banaczyk  Minister  of  Inner  Affairs,  letter  of  R.P.Z.  and 
K.K.  from  05.05.44: 

“We  send  to  you  a  join  telegram  of  R.P.Z.  and  Coordinating  Committee.  In  the  middle  of 
1943,  the  Coordinating  Commission  of  Bund  and  Z.K.N.  sent  to  London,  a  warning 
before  Jiidische  Unterstiizungsstelle-J.U.S. -directed  by  Dr.  Weichert  opened  by  the 
Germans  as  a  diversionary  action  of  deceptive  propaganda,  and  demanded  to  cease 
further  dispatch  of  medicines  and  gifts  from  abroad  for  J.U.S.  Dr.  Weichert  refused  to 
subordinate  to  K.K.  and  to  stop  the  whole  deceptive  German  enterprise.  At  present  we 
came  to  know,  that  from  Switzerland  is  going  a  new  railway  carriage  with  medicines  and 
gifts  for  J.U.S.,  we  apply  again  to  all  official  and  social  elements  with  an  appeal  and  a 
categorical  warning  all  Jewish  centers  abroad  especially  in  Switzerland,  against  J.U.S., 
as  a  German  organization.  We  demand,  to  cease  sending  all  dispatches  for  J.U.S. 
because  those  goods  in  a  great  measure  enrich  the  Germans.” 

13.  From  Z.K.N.  Berman,  Cukerman,  Gotesman,  Kaftor,  Back  To  Dr. 
Schwarzbart,  Reiss,  Dr.  Tartakower,  London;  Warsaw  24.5.44,  p. 7: 

“We  had  been  stunned  and  shocked  by  the  news  in  your  letters,  that  the  majority  of 
money  for  the  aid  to  the  Jews  in  Poland  you  send  through  the  International  Red  Cross  to 
Krakow  for  J.U.S.,  into  the  hands  of  Weichert!  After  all,  we  have  several  times 
telegraphed  to  you  and  warned  you  categorically  against  JUS  as  a  German  agency! 
Could  the  Geneva  office  of  the  Jewish  Congress  send  medicines  and  food  to  Krakow, 
without  consulting  you?  We  do  not  understand  how  it  could  happen,....  Now  you  write 
that  you  have  the  agreement  of  the  American  Government  for  3  millions  dollars,  again 
via  Geneva,  and  that  the  American  and  English  governments,  agreed  due  to  you  efforts 
to  assign  10  millions  dollars!!,  again  through  the  International  Red  Cross,  on  food 
assistance  and  medicines!!.  A  New  and  an  enormous  gift  for  the  Germans!  That  is 
unbelievable... 

A  few  words  about  J.U.S.  Weicherf  s  activities  have  aroused  among  us  all,  even  before 
the  extermination  campaign  our  utmost  disgust.  Due  to  his  vividness  and  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  German  Language  and  German  style  he  made  a  career.  He  became 
appointed  by  the  Germans  as  the  chairman  of  Zydowskiej  Samopomocy  Spolecznej  the 
Jewish  Social  Self-Help,  that  is  controlled  by  the  Germans  a  central  Jewish  relief 
organization  with  a  center  under  the  eye  of  Krakow's  authority.  Nolens  Volens  (if  we 
like  or  not)  we  tolerated  it,  just  as  the  Polish  society  tolerates  analogous  R.G.O.  with 
receive  and  criticism.  Weichert' s  methods  were  becoming  more  and  more  “German”.  He 
carried  through  consistently,  and  with  an  energy  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  the 
“gleichshaltung”  unification  of  the  old  central  Jewish  welfare  organizations,  such  as 
Centos,  Toz,  and  others  he  acted  like  a  dictator,  against  the  inclination  of  the  entire 
independent  Jewish  public  opinion,  which  was  anxious  to  preserve  its  central  institutions, 
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under  cover  of  which  was  concentrating  the  entire  independent  underground  social, 
political  and  cultural  life.  He  forced  the  will  of  the  German  upon  the  Jewish  community. 
All  parties  from  Aguda  up  to  Bund  and  Poalej  Zion  including  fought  against  the  “policy” 
of  Weichert.  Came  to  stormy  incidents.  When  started  the  displacement  actions  the 
Central  of  J.S.S.  stopped  functioning  .We  did  not  learn  until  some  time  later,  in  the 
middle  1943,  already  after  the  fighting  in  the  Warsaw  ghetto,  that  the  Nazis  had  set  up  a 
new  institution... for  Jewish  relief,  the  Jiidishe  Unterstuzungstelle  (J.U.S.),  with  the  very 
same  Weichert  at  its  head.  At  the  same  time  when  they  were  carrying  out  bloody 
massacres  on  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Jews  throughout  Poland!  The  fact  that  a  Jew 
could  at  such  time  stand  at  the  head  of  a  German  Agency  overwhelms  us  with  utmost 
shame.  The  calculation  of  the  Germans  is  obvious.  They  wish  to  weaken  the  impression 
created  abroad  by  their  massacres  and  to  produce  an  alibi,  especially  before  the 
international  Red  Cross.  Naturally  this  is  a  Nazi  propaganda  trick.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
an  excellent  business!  We  state  firmly  that  the  great  majority  of  the  medical  supplies 
never  reach  the  camps.  The  best  medicines  the  Germans  take  for  themselves.  Neither  do 
the  food  parcels  reach  the  Jews.  Weichert  acts  as  a  figurehead  of  this  German  Affair.  By 
his  extensive  “official”  correspondence  with  the  people  abroad  he  was  spreading  among 
the  Jews  in  various  countries  the  illusion  that,  after  all,  the  Jews  in  Poland  are  not  faring 
so  badly  since  they  are  allowed  their  own  relief  organization. 

Weichert  probably,  uses,  towards  the  western  countries  the  names  of  Dr.  Hilftstein  and 
Dr.  Tisch,  the  former  members  of  the  presidium  of  -J.S.S.  You  must  know  that  both  act 
under  duress,  they  find  themselves  in  the  hermetically  closed  concentration  camp  in 
Plaszow  near  Krakow  and  are  wrenched  from  us  and  from  the  whole  world  broken 
physically  and  psychically.  As  Zionists  activists  we  help  them  financially,  but  our  letters 
do  not  reach  them,  and  we  have  no  contacts  with  them.  About  the  present  behavior  and 
opinion  about  Weichert  in  Krakow  writes  to  you  in  more  details  the  lawyer  Szymon 
Gotesman  from  Krakow  acquainted  well  with  the  local  situation.  We  emphasize  that  our 
and  Bund  stand  with  regard  to  JUS  share  entirely  the  Polish  Underground  factors  and 
RPZ.  They  gave  to  it  expression  in  the  joint  telegram  to  London.  We  demand  immediate 
cessation  of  all  dispatches  of  medicines  and  food  through  Geneva  and  the  International 
Red  Cross  to  Krakow. 

We  demand  that  all  funds,  without  any  exception  be  sent  through  the 
government  exclusively  to  Warsaw”.  We  have  direct  contacts  with  province  and 
the  camps.  You  have  to  convince  the  English  and  the  American  government  that  sent 
medicines  and  food  packages  are  falling  into  the  German  hands,  therefore  the  money 
should  be  paid  in  cash  for  a  direct  dispatch  to  the  country.  Remember  that 
indispensable  are  for  our  activity  huge  sums  both  for  the  camps  and  the  hiding  Jews.”13 

14.  Szymon  Gotesman  in  a  letter  dated  May  17,  1944: 

“We  were  very  unpleasantly  surprised  by  the  news  that  Dr.  Weichert  activities  in 
Krakow  are  being  supported.  We  DID  ask  you  to  put  an  end  to  his  swindle.  He  works 
exclusively  for  the  profit  of  the  oppressor,  and  yet  creates  the  illusion  abroad  of  the 
German  tolerating  relief  work  among  Jews.  Only  this  morning  I  heard  from  a  man  who 
succeeded  in  escaping  from  the  camp  in  Plaszow;  it  is  obvious  that  NO  relief  ever 
reaches  them  inside  the  camp,  because  the  Germans  grab  everything  for  themselves. 
From  time  to  time  Dr.  Weichert  will  send  some  medical  scraps,  to  the  hospital,  but  for 
the  most  part  this  is  aspirin  or  something  of  the  kind.  Useless  to  dream  of  disinfectants, 
insulin  etc.  In  the  same  way  no  food  at  all  is  supphed  there;  and  in  any  case  it  cannot  be 
delivered  because  the  camp  regulations  clearly  forbid  it...”14 
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15.  Josef  Sack,  Szulim  Grajek,  and  Lejzer  Levin,  on  in  a  letter  from  May  24,  1944, 
To  Schawarzbart  in  London: 

“All  campaigns  planned  on  large  scale  within  the  framework  of  the  International  Red 
Cross  misfire  completely,  and  capital  invested  in  such  ventures  will  only  flow  into  the 
Gennan  exchequer.  No  food  or  medical  supplies  will  ever  reach  camps  (not  to  mention 
Jews  in  hiding!).  All  reports  and  confirmation  of  receipts  by  J.U.S.  (an  ineffectual  tool 
created  under  Nazi  terrorism)  and  Dr.  Weichert  (a  stooge  of  the  Gestapo)  are  totally 
mendacious  fabrications  intended  to  deceive  opinion  abroad  and  to  conceal  profit 
flowing  from  this  source.  The  only  genuine  representative  of  the  remnants  of  Polish 
Jewry  are  the  Z.K.N.  and  Coordinating  Committee,  which,  despite  appallingly  difficult 
conditions,  succeed  to  penetrating  everywhere.  If  you  send  money,  send  it 
exclusively  through  the  government  delegate's  office.15 

16.  Statement  of  Z.K.N.  of  May  44,  to  Anzelm,  p.2: 

“All  on  a  wider  scale  planned  activities  in  the  frame  of  the  International  Red  Cross  are 
futile,  and  the  designed  for  that  enterprise  funds  flow  into  the  German  Treasury.  No  food 
and  medicine  products  reach  the  camps,  and  to  the  Jews  in  hiding,  by  all  means,  they  will 
not  reach. 

All  reports  and  receipts  of  J.U.S. -(the  coerced  under  the  German  terror  created  tool), 
and  of  Mr.  Weichert  (a  Gestapo  lackey)  are  fabrication  from  the  very  foundation,  false 
and  calculated  to  mislead  foreign  countries,  and  to  take  hold  of  the  coming  from  that 
source  profits. 

The  only  actual  representation  of  the  Polish  Jewry  is  Z.K.N.  Or  K.K.,  its  help,  in  spite  of 
extremely  hard  conditions,  reaches  everywhere.  Send  the  money  only  on  the 
address  of  the  Delegate's  Office.  If  in  that  letter  to  you  dear  Anzelm,  we  put  the 
above  matter  at  the  head,  it  is  because  we  regard  that  obligation  as  the  most  cardinal 
tiling.  Independently  of  that  we  emphasize,  that  the  most  indispensable  matter  is 
dispatching  of  considerable  funds  for  our  need.”16 

17.  To  “Orkan”-(Banaczyk  Wladyslaw-Minister  of  Inner  Affairs)  from  Sobol  (Jan 
Jankowski-  the  Delegate),  Warsaw,  July  21,  1944: 

“I  am  sending  telegram  of  RPZ,  I  support  their  demand: 

Your  telegrams  from  July  1,  we  did  receive.  We  need  immediate  financial  help  in 
the  sum  of  15,000,000  millions  zlotys  monthly  for  160,000  Jews  in  the  camps 
in  that  80,000  in  Lodz  and  40,000  outside  camps.  Stop  foreign  dispatches  for 
from  Sweden  and  Switzerland  for  J.U.S.  which  against  our  telegrams  are  arriving 
Presidium  of  R.P.Z.”17 

18.  To  Z.K.N.  in  Warsaw,  from  Schwarzbart,  17.08.44: 

“With  regard  to  J.U.S.  we  will  comply  fully  with  your  instructions.  Already  after  your 
former  instruction  we  took  appropriate  steps.  Your  instructions  are  for  us  an  order,  but 
their  fulfillment,  not  once  is  not  dependent  on  us.  At  present,  we  presented  your  standing 
to  whom  is  needed  also  to  Geneva.”18 
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19.  From  Schwarzbart,  Reiss,  to  Z.K.N.  ,  London,  25.  8.  44:  “We  undertook  an  action 
with  regard  to  J.U.S.  in  accordance  with  your  instructions.”19 

20.  The  witness  Marek  Arczynski  45  years  old,  by  profession  social  activist  on  the 
Criminal  Court  sessions  on  October  27  1945,  after  taking  an  oath,  testifies: 

“I  stood  at  the  head  of  R.P.Z.  organization,  in  the  composition  of  which  entered 
representatives  of  the  Polish  political  groups  like  Stronnictwo  Ludowea,  PPSb,  and  the 
representatives  of  the  Jewish  world  which  concentrated  in  the  Coordinating  Committee. 

At  the  beginning  of  our  activity,  we  informed  the  world  be  means  of  radio-telegrams 
about  the  German  crimes,  which  took  place  in  our  country,  and  we  wanted  to  receive 
funds-in  cash  for  carrying  on  our  action.  From  abroad  we  received  news  that  on  our 
territory  exists  an  organization  on  the  head  of  which  stand-Dr.  Weichert,  Dr.  Hilfstein 
and  Dr.  Tisch.  Because  the  Jewish  element  represented  in  the  Coordinating  Committee 
had  serious  difficulty  to  have  contact  with  Krakow,  I  was  asked  to  bring  information 
from  Krakow.  I  established  then  contact  with  the  director  of  RGO  Seyfried,  who 
informed  me  that  after  the  last  displacement  of  the  Jews  from  Krakow's  ghetto  to  the 
camp  of  Plaszow,  was  renewed  the  organization  of  the  social  welfare  by  J.U.S.  on  the 
head  of  which  stands  Dr.  Weichert.  After  assuring  myself,  that  nothing  threatens  me  and 
that  he  belongs  to  reliable  people  I  met  him  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Seyfried.  In  my  first 
meeting  with  Dr.  Weichert  I  could  regard  as  a  positive  his  attitude  for  our  Warsaw 
tendencies.  I  presented  to  Weichert  our  point  that  J.U.S.  is  a  Gobels's  trick  to  obscure 
the  picture  abroad  about  the  situation  in  the  country.  We  have  been  sending  information 
into  the  world  about  mass  murder,  gas  chamber  and  so  on,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
world  was  receiving  official  letters  from  Dr.  Weichert.  Because  the  name  of  Dr. 
Weichert  was  known  abroad  as  a  serious  man,  we  realized,  that  such  kind  of  documents 
might  shake  our  information  from  the  country.  Dr.  Weichert  invited  me  to  his  office, 
showed  me  the  correspondence,  which  he  received  from  abroad  from  Switzerland,  Italy 
and  other  countries.  I  was  overcome  with  fear  that  such  kind  of  documents  could  cause 
diversion.  We  were  sending  requests  into  the  world  to  stop  correspondence  with 
Weichert  and  not  to  send  further  gifts.  From  further  telegrams  we  were  convinced,  that 
our  suggestions  did  not  find  abroad  an  understanding.  After  protracted  consultations  on 
the  territory  of  Warsaw  together  with  Coordinating  Committee  we  came  into  conclusion, 
that  that  institution  should  not  exist,  that  it  will  put  slur  on  the  Jewish  society  and  on  the 
Polish  State,  and  we  decided  that  in  my  next  visit  to  Krakow  I  will  present  that  mater  to 
Dr.  Weichert  and  he  will  disappear  from  the  surface  of  the  life.  We  will  take  care  of  his 
fate  as  well  as  of  his  family.  On  the  next  conference  Dr.  Weichert  argued  that  if  he  will 
move  from  his  position,  his  place  will  take  somebody  else,  and  it  is  not  known  who.  In 
spite  of  that  Dr.  Weichert  at  first  indicated  readiness  to  comply  with  our  wish.  However, 
with  the  approaching  day  of  the  realization,  he  started  to  invent  difficulties,  which, 
according  to  my  personal  opinion,  were  insubstantial.  In  the  mind  of  Dr.  Weichert 
struggled  two  conceptions.  One~the  belief  that  in  that  post  he  extends 
assistance  to  the  Jews  in  the  camps,  the  second:  to  throw  everything  and  to 
choose  ideological-political  line.  The  process  went  in  the  favor  of  extending  help. 
Dr.  Weichert  stood  on  the  position  that  the  assistance  ministered  to  the  Jews  in  camp  is 
so  important,  that  should  not  be  interrupted.  The  Coordinating  Committee  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  coming  to  the  assistance  of  the  Jews  in  camps 


a  Stronnicrwo  Ludowe-The  Peasant  Party 
b  P.P.S. -Polska  Partia  Socjalistyczna-The  Polish  Socialist  Party 


52 


prolongs  only  the  agony  of  the  dying  Jewish  population.  Dr.  Weichert  had  no 
guarantee  that  the  gifts  are  reaching  the  camps,  and  therefore  we  stood  on  the  position, 
that  the  matter  of  that  minute  assistance  could  not  counterweighted  our  concept 
concerning  the  political  line  on  the  international  scale,  when  the  Germans  from  one  side 
murder  and  from  the  other  create  a  semblance  of  assistance. 

On  the  fourth  or  fifth  conference,  -all  conferences  took  place  on  the  territory  of  R.G.O. 
in  the  office  of  Dr.  Seyfried,  —I  brought  instruction  to  liquidate  J.U.S.  Dr.  Weichert  after 
receiving  that  instruction,  saw  that  the  matter  assumes  a  very  serious  form,  and 
declared  that  will  subordinate,  asking  only  for  a  delay  for  a  period  of  6-8  weeks,  which 
he  needs  for  a  technical  and  a  psychological  preparation.  Certainly  Dr.  Weichert 
recollects  that  I  proposed  him  even  to  come  to  Warsaw  in  the  uniform  of  the  train 

conductor  to  be  more  certain  of  his  life . When  the  appointed  time  was  approaching. 

Dr.  Weichert  took  quite  an  opposite  stand,  declaring  that  he  does  not  recognize 
Coordinating  Committee,  and  that  he  has  the  same  right  of  rendering  assistance,  and  that 
his  authority  funds  itself  in  London,  headed  by  Schwarzbart  and  Szerer.  I  passed  that 
information  to  Warsaw  to  the  Coordinating  Committee  and  R.P.Z.,  which  took  decision 
to  sever  their  relation  with  Dr.  Weichert  and  to  forbid  the  Krakow  branch  of  R.P.Z.  to 
contact  him  any  further.  Formerly  during  the  creation  of  the  R.P.Z.  in  Krakow  we 
maintained  contact  with  him,  however,  in  the  moment  that  Dr.  Weichert  did  not  submit 
to  our  decision  we  decided  to  severe  with  him  the  contact,  regarding  his  activity  is 
detrimental  to  the  Jewish  society  and  to  the  Polish  State. 

The  chairman:  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  witness  the  accused  acted  consciously  to  the 
detriment  of  the  Jewish  nation: 

The  witness:  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  whole  past  of  the  of  Dr.  Weichert' s  life  absolutely 
does  not  indicate  that  he  consciously  wanted  to  work  for  the  Germans,  but  such 
circumstances  could  occur,  when  a  threatened  man,  could  go  on  the  line  of  the  smallest 
resistance  in  order  to  save  himself  and  his  family,  but  not  only  his  family  but  also  his 
close  associates.  According  to  my  evaluation  I  reject  the  idea  that  Dr.  Weichert 
consciously  cooperated  with  the  Germans,  I  consider  that  the  activity  of  Weichert  was 

dictated  by  opportunism .  In  any  case  Dr.  Weichert  is  a  person  of  high  intellectual 

qualifications,  very  experienced  and  as  such  he  could  realize,  that  the  prevailing  element 
in  his  activity  should  be  ideological-political,  but  that  element  had  for  him  minimal 
importance.  I,  --  as  a  social  activists,  acting  “sztabowo”  by  (-orders  from  headquarters-) 
and  from  above,  —  could  not  approach  the  matter  from  that  point  of  view,  if  he  will  save 
20-30  Jews  but  abandon  appropriate  attitude  towards  the  Nation  and  the  State. 
Preserving  life  of  a  few  persons  stood  in  no  proportion  to  it.  It  should  be  assumed,  that 
Dr.  Weichert  did  not  realize  what  he  was  doing.  His  opinion,  that  if  he  will  not  fulfill  the 
function  or  his  post,  then  somebody  else  will  do  it,  is  completely  incorrect.  It  is  not  the 
same  for  the  Jews  in  Switzerland  if  it  is  Dr.  Weichert  or  Dr.  Kaufman.  ... 

Prosecutor:  had  the  accused  a  duty  to  subject  himself  to  the  Coordinating  Committee? 
Witness:  that  was  his  individual  matter.  Also  among  the  Poles  were  some,  who 
recognized  the  underground  authorities  and  those  who  did  not  recognize  them,  if  he  had 
to  subordinate  that  belongs  to  the  Court. 

Prosecutor:  did  R.P.Z.  furnish  illegal  assistance  and  was  it  effective. 

Witness:  the  assistance  of  R.P.Z  consisted  of  3  elements:  1-mass  supply  of  false 
documents  and  working  card.  2-giving  to  the  hiding  Jews  financial  help,  by  paying  them 
monthly  from  500-1500  zlotys  per  head,  on  the  territory  of  the  Warsaw  district  had  been 
8,000  people  under  the  care  of  R.P.Z.  with  messengers  distributing  that  money.  We  were 
reaching  even  the  concentration  camps  in  the  Reich  with  the  assistance  of  party  cells. 
The  expenditure  we  reckoned  on  2-3,000,000  zlotys  per  month.  3.  Looking  for  flats  and 
locating  hiding  Jews,  extending  medical  care  with  the  physicians  visiting  the  sick 
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Prosecutor:  was  the  conspiratorial  assistance  from  the  funds  of  R.P.Z.  reaching  the 
workers  in  the  camps? 

Witness:  yes,  by  wardens  and  people  working  in  the  camps. 

Prosecutor:  if  in  the  case  of  the  accused  going  into  hiding  would  that  assistance  be 
sufficient 

Witness:  yes,  but  we  realized,  that  the  fate  of  the  Jews  was  doomed.  We  had  been  also 
convinced  that  our  assistance  is  a  drop  in  the  sea.  We  also  were  smuggling  Jews  out  of 
the  camps. 

The  Accused:  if  besides  the  oral  instruction  of  the  Coordinating  Committee  was 
something  else  in  writing: 

Witness;  besides  the  first  note  nothing” 

21.  The  witness  Adolf  Berman,  39  years  old,  Dr.  of  Philosophy,  psychologist,  on 
the  Criminal  Court  sessions  on  October  28,  1945,  after  taking  a  solemn  an  oath 
testifies: 

‘With  Dr.  Weichert  I  am  acquainted  since  the  pre-war  times,  but  closer  I  came  to  know 
him  during  the  war,  when  Dr.  Weichert  worked  in  J.S.S.  If  it  concern  the  questions 
which  are  related  to  the  case,  I  could  divide  his  activity  into  two  periods,  that  is  the 
period  of  J.S.S.  and  the  period  of  J.U.S.,  if  it  concerns  to  the  period  of  his  activity  in 
J.S.S.,  in  spite  of  some  reservations  and  quite  essential  ones,  on  behalf  of  the  Jewish 
political  parties,  especially  regarding  his  methods  of  work,  like  coordinating  institutions 
of  social  assistance,  principal  reservations  do  not  exist.  On  the  other  hand  quite  different 
presents  itself  the  question  from  that  moment,  when  JSS  stopped  to  exist  and  started  to 
act  JUS.  That  was  in  the  middle  of  1943,  when  the  liquidation  of  the  Warsaw  ghetto  and 
the  uprising  took  place.  I  belonged  then  to  the  leadership  of  underground  movement.  The 
evaluation  about  appearing  of  J.U.S.  into  the  scene  in  that  period  had  been  generally 
negative.  We  realized,  that  the  very  information  that  J.U.S.  was  reactivated  and  that  at 
its  head  stands  a  Jew  a  social  activist,  could  bring  the  worst  consequences.  On  the  one 
hand’  all  conspiratorial  means,  alarmed  London  and  Washington  about  that  most  awful 

in  the  history  massacre,  .  on  the  other  side  at  the  same  time  were  coming 

information,  that  exist  pseudo-Jewish  organization  directed  by  a  Jew,  who  before  the 
war  was  world-wide  known,  and  that  there  were  coming  gifts  for  the  Jews  by  the 
International  Red  Cross. 

Coordinating  Committee  like  R.P.Z  had  information  that  the  assistance  by  JUS  is 
coming  in  a  small  quantity  and  that  from  the  purely  charitable  point  of  view,  it  is  not 
very  essential.  On  the  other  hand  there  was  a  general  opinion  both  in  the 
Polish  and  catholic  circles  that  carrying  activity  under  the  Jewish  shield  is 
from  the  point  of  a  national  view  a  crime.  That  opinion  was  so  prevailing  that  in 
the  circles  of  Z.O.B.  was  a  proposition  to  execute  Dr.  Weichert?  The  social  elements 
opposed  it. 

In  view  of  such  situation  we  regarded  it  as  our  duty  to  send  warning  abroad.  We  had 
been  warning  also  Dr.  Weichert,  and  demanded  from  him  to  liquidate  J.U.S.,  promising 
him  every  help  and  support,  but  Dr.  Weichert  did  not  subordinate  himself  to  our 
decisions,  both  the  Jewish  and  the  Pohsh  underground.  The  first  decision  about 
liquidation  of  J.U.S.  fell  in  August  1943.  At  the  same  time  R.P.Z.,  which  was 
emanation  of  all  Polish  political  parties,  like  P.P.S.,  Stronnictwo  Ludowe,  Stronnictwo 
Demokratyczne  took  resolution  supporting  entirely  the  Coordinating  Committee  and 
sent  a  copy  of  it  to  London.  Dr.  Weichert  adduced  his  refusal  to  the  fact  that  he  had  no 
obligation  to  subordinate  himself  to  the  Jewish  underground  organizations.  I  want  to 
emphasize,  that  all  Jewish  groups,  which  existed  illegally  in  Poland  under  Nazi  regime 
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not  only  subordinated  themselves,  but  cooperated  with  the  Coordinating  Committee, 
which  was  officially  recognized  by  the  London  Government  and  K.R.N.  Krajowa  Rada 
Narodowa. 

The  Chairman:  by  what  was  motivated  Dr.  Weichert? 

Witness:  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  decide.  I  have  an  impression  that  in  that  case  played  the 
role  some  elements  of  personal  character,  certain  force  of  inertia,  some  maybe  illusory 
sense  of  safety,  which  being  in  hiding  could  be  more  difficult.  I  do  not  assume,  that  Dr. 
Weichert  was  motivated  by  a  negative  consideration  of  treacherous  character. 
Objectively,  however,  J.U.S.  played  a  detrimental  role,  for  us  alone  the  behavior  of  Dr. 
Weichert  was  a  riddle  of  some  kind. 

The  chairman:  after  all  Dr.  Weichert  was,  allegedly,  elected  to  be  the  chairman  if 

J.S.S.? 

Witness:  About  unanimous  election  I  have  some  doubts.  As  far  as  I  know,  his 
appointment  came  rather  by  the  German  initiative.  I  know  it,  that  they  were  several 
candidates  to  the  chairmanship  and  finally  came  the  choice  of  Dr.  Weichert. 
Undoubtedly  he  enjoyed  an  opinion  of  a  valuable  man.  The  worse  was  that,  the  J.U.S. 
had  for  its  task,  spreading  in  the  world  a  conviction,  that  in  spite  what  the  Germans  did 
they  do  not  constitute  a  felonious  nation.  The  Germans  tried  in  that  way  to  convince  the 
world,  that  they  are  humanitarian,  and  besides,  what  came  into  question  was  their 
interest  to  attain  certain  amount  of  gifts  for  themselves.  In  that  case  Dr.  Weichert 
became  overcome  by  some  political  blindness.  I  do  not  accuse  Dr.  Weichert  of 
subjective  intention  to  harm  Jewish  interests. 

The  Chairman:  do  you  evaluate  the  activity  of  J.U.S.  as  detrimental? 

The  Witness:  objectively  the  activity  of  J.U.S.  was  detrimental,  but  I  do  not  suspect  Dr. 
Weichert,  about  subjective  intention  to  harm  Jewish  interests.  From  the  point  of  view  of 
the  interests  of  the  population  the  activity  was  detrimental. 

The  chairman:  but  nevertheless  the  underground  extended  help  to  Dr.  Weichert  when  he 
went  to  hiding. 

Witness:  that  was  the  conduct  towards  all  the  Jews  who  wanted  to  hide  themselves.  In 
the  Warsaw  only  we  supported  12,000  Jews. 

The  chairman,  what  was  the  position  of  the  underground  on  the  matter  of  assistance  to 
the  camps?  Was  it  considered  as  vital,  and  who  had  to  carry  it? 

Witness:  we  considered  that  the  assistance  to  the  camps  is  further  indispensable,  but  it 
must  be  carried  on  by  underground  elements.  If  the  means,  which  went  to  J.U.S.,  went 
to  the  underground  the  assistance  could  be  more  efficient. 

The  Chairman:  had  the  underground  to  its  disposal  such  a  great  conspiratorial 
apparatus 

Witness:  (circumventing  the  question,  my  remark)  we  even  supplied  explosive  materials. 
Prosecutor:  when  was  created  the  Coordinating  Committee? 

Witness:  in  October  1942  in  the  Warsaw  Ghetto,  between  July  14  and  September  16, 
1942  ripened  the  idea  of  coordinating  the  forces,  and  if  it  concerns  the  representation  on 
the  Aryan  side,  it  was  created  in  the  beginning  of  1943.  R.P.Z.  was  created  in  December 
1942.  That  was  a  body  of  decidedly  protective  character.  In  its  composition  entered  all 
political  parties.  Coordinating  Committee  had  their  representation  in  R.P.Z. 

Prosecutor:  where  from  did  you  receive  information  about  the  scope  of  activity  of 
J.U.S.? 

Witness:  news  were  reaching  us  from  the  territory  of  Krakow,  here  and  there  were 
reaching  us  news  from  some  other  camps  for  instance  from  Poniatow,  that  there  are 
coming  some  medicines  but  in  a  major  part,  the  Germans  steal  them. 

The  accused:  I  insist  that  JUS  was  serving  44  camps  in  the  districts:  Krakow,  Radom 
and  Lublin.  In  the  district  Warsaw  a  labor  camp  did  not  exist. 
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Advocate  Ettimger:  You  asserted,  that  if  you  had  had  those  means,  which  JUS  have, 
you  would  have  greater  possibilities  of  help,.,  would  the  underground  organization 
receive  gifts  from  the  international  Red  Cross? 

Witness:  No 

The  accused:  did  all  the  money  sent  by  Coordinating  Committee  reach  its  destination 
place? 

Witness:  it  happened  very  rarely  that  the  sent  persons  were  trapped  in  a  raid,  or  in  some 
other  trouble.  Some  insignificant  sums  did  not  reach,  on  the  other  hand  all  the  rest 
reached. 

Accused:  did  the  sum  of  1.700$  reach  Lwow 
Witness:  I  do  not  remember 

Accused:  is  it  known  to  the  witness  that  the  sum  of  150,000$  sent  from  London  did  not 
reach? 

Witness:  In  the  period  after  the  Polish  uprising,  when  the  underground 
organization  was  broken,  followed  disorganization.  At  the  end  of  December 
or  the  beginning  of  January  1945,  we  received  news,  that  a  sum  of 
150,000$  was  sent  for  all  organization  but  was  paid  into  improper  hands. 
Accused:  We  had  in  Warsaw  half  a  million  Jews,  among  them  a  great  “aktyw”  of 
distinguished  activists,  poets,  writers,  musicians,  artists,  painters  etc.  Who  from  them 
was  saved  due  to  the  help  of  Coordinating  Committee  or  RPZ? 

Witness:  taking  into  consideration  that  the  Germans  murdered  98.5%  of  the  Jewish 
population,  including  the  whole  Jewish  “aktyw”  not  many  could  be  saved.  But  due  the 
Coordinating  Committee  had  saved  Rachel  Auerbach,  and  besides  the  journalist  Elberg 
The  Accused:  I  insist  that  Elberg  was  not  in  Warsaw. 

The  Accused:  is  it  known  to  the  witness,  something  about  the  foreign  citizens 
documents,  which  the  Jewish  agents  of  Gestapo  were  selling,  for  enormous  amount  of 
money  to  the  Jews,  and  which,  allegedly,  had  to  save  them,  what  was  the  lot  of  those 
people? 

Witness:  I  know  that  some  circles  predominantly  German-racist-were  engaged  through 
the  Jewish  agents  in  production  of  the  foreign  documents  for  the  Jews.  Both  R.P.Z.  and 
Coordinating  Committee  were  opposed  to  it,  regarding  it  as  a  certain  “chwyt”  catch, 
which  from  out  point  of  view  was  inadmissible.  The  majority  of  those  people  perished, 
and  some  part  was  rescued.  Those  people  were  sent  to  2  camps:  Vittel  and  Bergen 
Belsen.  Vittel  was  completely  liquidated,  but  in  Bergen  Belsen  part  was  rescued.  If  it 
concerns  the  director  of  Joint-Neustadt,  he  was  shot  down  in  connection  with  some 
other  action,  when  still  the  ghetto  existed. 

The  accused:  is  it  known  to  the  witness,  that  a  person,  who  stood  very  close  to 
Coordinating  Committee  supported  very  much  that  action,  and  even  lost  his  own  family 
in  it  that  action? 

Witness:  I  know  about  it,  but  it  seems  to  me,  that  his  family  did  not  possess  those 
papers. 

Prosecutor:  was  presented  to  the  Coordinating  Committee  the  reason  by  which  Dr. 
Weichert  motivated  his  refusal  to  leave  his  position?  and  if  was  considered  by  the 
Coordinating  Committee  the  question  that  further  assistance  for  the  inmates  in  the 
camp  is  necessary,  and  how  the  Committee  related  to  that? 

Witness:  All  reports,  which  Arczynski  brought,  were  accurate,  and  were  examined  on 
the  meetings  of  the  Coordinating  Committee.  We,  having  learnt  the  bitter  lesson  of 
experience,  and  did  not  trust  those  information.  Nevertheless,  regardless  of  those 
information  our  position  did  underwent  no  change.  Our  apparatus  could  have  extended 
the  help. 

Prosecutor:  On  what  ground  you  support  that? 
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Witness:  I  support  it  on  the  ground  that  to  the  disposal  of  Coordinating  Committee  stood 
great  means,  which  could  directly  reach  the  camps,  and  other  centers  with  which  we 
were  in  contact. 

Prosecutor:  In  what  form  you  realized  that  assistance? 

Witness:  in  the  form  of  money,  if  those  means,  which  received  J.U.S.,  would  reach  us, 
the  matter  would  be  even  easier. 

The  Accused,  J.U.S.  received  barely  2  dispatches  of  medicines  from  the  Jewish 
organizations  abroad,  the  rest  of  medicines  derived  from  the  general  gifts  of  the 
International  Red  Cross  for  the  whole  non-German  population,  those  gifts  were  divided 
among  the  Polish,  Jewish  and  Ukrainian  organizations  according  to  a  key:  Coordinating 
Committee  as  an  underground  organization  could  not  share  in  the  distribution  of  those 
general  gifts,  neither  receive  or  acknowledge  the  dispatches  from  the  Jewish 
organizations  abroad.  Why  nobody  from  Coordinating  Committee  came  to  Krakow,  in 
order  to  discuss  with  me  those  matters? 

Witness:  if  it  concerns  the  sums,  which  went  from  the  world  organizations  to  JUS,  they 
were  substantial.  The  technique  of  the  conspiratorial  work  was  such  that  no 
all  members  of  the  Coordinating  Committee  could  go  to  Krakow.  With 
that  aim  was  sent  Arczynski,  and  Ewa  Wqsowicz. 

Accused:  to  take  medications? 

Witness:  (the  witness  ignores  the  question,  and  continues)  if  it  concerns  other  persons,  it 
was  not  needed  to  send  them. 

Advocate  Gtintner:  Plaszow  camp  could  be  reached  easier  by  the  conspiratorial  or  the 
legal  way?  how  much  bread  or  medicines  could  bring  individual  persons,  who  stood  to 
the  disposal  of  the  conspiratorial  apparatus,  and  how  much  was  brought  in  unofficial 
way? 

Witness:  we  realized  assistance  by  sending  money.” 

22.  The  witness  Stanislaw  Bagniewski,  alias  Icchak  Zuckerman  crypto-name  “Antek”, 
on  the  Criminal  Court  session  on  5.  01.  1946,  after  taking  an  oath,  testifies: 

“After  the  uprising  in  the  Warsaw  ghetto  it  became  known  to  us  that  in  Krakow  exists 
JUS  an  organization  created  by  the  Germans  at  the  head  of  which  stands  Dr.  Weichert 
Because  at  that  time  was  known  that  the  Germans  strive  to  the  complete  annihilation  of 
the  Jews,  and  only  the  element  remaining  outside  of  the  camps  could  still  be 
saved.  K.K.  and  before  all  Z.O.B.  which  was  its  shoulder  stood  on  the  position,  that 
only  armed  onset  could  save  the  Jews  contained  in  the  camps.  In  such  conditions  the 
activity  of  Dr.  Weichert  we  considered  as  incomprehensible,  and  therefore  through 
Arczynski  we  applied  to  him,  in  order  that  he  will  stop  his  activity,  in  our  conception 
disgraceful.  In  the  beginning  Weichert  agreed,  but  later  declined  and  persevered  in  his 
position  till  summer  1944.  Even  that  Z.O.B.  was  purely  combatant  organization, 
however,  we  remained  in  civil  contacts  with  all  camps.  We  received  reports  from 
Poniatow,  Czestochowa,  and  Skarzysko.  That  news  strengthened  our  conviction  that  the 
help  of  J.U.S.  do  not  reach  the  camps,  and  the  medicines  are  stored  in  Krakow.  I  do  not 
assert,  however,  that  the  accused  with  a  conscious  ill  will  did  not  want  to  extend  the 
assistance  but  maybe  from  the  technical  point  of  view  that  was  unfeasible.  The 
command  of  Z.O.B.  saw  in  the  demurring  of  Weichert  to  the  demands  of  withdrawal 
from  his  post  of  managing  J.U.S.,  a  sign  of  cowardice,  and  saw  his  activity,  according 
to  our  conviction,  as  bearing  a  stigma  of  treason.  It  concerned  before  all  the  stand  of  the 
foreign  countries,  which  due  to  the  activity  of  Weichert  could  nor  realize  that  the  Jews 
in  Poland  are  doomed  to  death.  We  wrote  in  that  matter  to  Switzerland,  but  before  that 
information  reached  them  elapsed  almost  half  a  year.  Z.O.B.  issued  a  death  sentence  on 
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Weichert;  however,  from  a  technical  point  of  view  it  was  not  executed.  At  that  time 
our  post  in  Krakow  did  not  exist,  because  it  was  liquidated... 

Z.O.B.  took  care,  first  of  all,  of  the  Jewish  population  outside  the  camps,  but 
also  in  the  camps  organized  armed  struggle,  helped  the  camps  not  only  by  supply  of 
bread,  through  the  Polish  workers,  but  by  supply  of  arms. 

23.  The  witness  Stanisfaw  Dobrowolski,  now  delegate  to  K.R.N  -Krajowej  Rady 
Narodowej  (The  Home  National  Council),  during  occupation  head  of  Krakow's 
branch  of  R.P.Z.,  on  the  Criminal  Court  session  on  5.  01.  1946,  after  taking  an 
oath  testifies: 

“R.P.Z.  started  its  activity  (in  Krakow  -my  addition)  in  Winter  1943.  That  was  an 
organization  which  came  into  existence  by  initiative  (Polish-my  addition)  political  In 
R.P.Z.,  I  participated  on  behalf  of  P.P.S.  and  had  the  position  of  the  chairman  (of  the 
Krakow  District-my  addition)  till  the  moment  of  de-conspiracy.  Our  task  was  extending 
assistance  to  all  imperiled  by  the  Germans  (Jews-my  addition)  outside,  but  we  tried  to 
reach  also  the  camps. 

On  the  instruction  of  the  colleagues  from  Warsaw,  and  the  delegate  of  the  London 
Government  -Socha-  I  came  in  touch  by  the  mediation  of  director  Seyfried  with  the 
accused  Weichert.  It  concerned  with  acquainting  what  role  fulfills  the  accused.  The 
attitude  was  such,  that  the  activity  of  J.U.S.  is  to  be  liquidated,  and  Weichert  as  a 
figurehead  to  be  removed.  With  Weichert  I  met  in  connection  with  activity  of  R.G.O. 
Based  on  my  and  Marek  Arczynski  discernment  was  prepared  a  report,  in  which  we 
established  that  the  Germans  regard  Weichert  as  a  figure-head,  by  which  they  avail 
themselves  from  vast  amount  of  packages  from  Portugal,  and  medicines  sent  by  the 
International  Red  Cross.  In  the  light  of  our  report,  K.K.  decided,  in  spite  of 
ascertainment  of  usefulness  of  diminutive  assistance  to  the  inmates  of  the  camp,  about 
liquidation  of  J.U.S.,  because  the  foreign  countries  created  for  themselves  an  erroneous 
picture  in  G.G.,  testifies  to  it  before  all  the  fact,  that  the  gifts  were  sent  in  the  proportion 
to  the  number  of  Jews  in  1939.  Preserving  10%  of  the  gifts  instead  the  proposed  3% 
was  a  fiction  created  by  Berlin,  for  misleading  the  countries  abroad.... 

Dr.  Weichert  cut  a  figure  of  a  man  psychically  complicated,  at  the  beginning  I  was 
convinced  about  the  necessity  of  two  pronged  action  of  the  assistance  towards  the  Jews 
that  is  a  legal  and  illegal  one. 

I  knew  that  Dr.  Weichert  was  not  guided  by  personal  benefits,  but  by  recalcitrance  and 
conviction  of  the  superiority  of  his  organization.  The  fact  that  he  did  not  want  to  move 
into  underground  was  result  of  that  legalism,  and  in  that  light  I  saw  it  on  the  turn  of 
1943-44.  with  regard  to  availing  myself  of  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Weichert  in  the  supply 
of  correspondence  and  money,  I  admit  that  we  availed  ourselves  from  it  several  times. 
During  the  last  10  months  we  supplied  to  the  camp  food  and  money  for  a  total  sum  of  6 
millions  zlotys,  besides  intermediate  assistance  of  supplying  6  rifles,  with  regard  to  the 
action  which  had  to  take  place  in  August  1944.  To  summarize  the  opinion  about  Dr. 
Weichert  I  will  not  make  a  mistake,  if  I  will  make  a  comparison:  just  like  in  France  was 
Laval  and  Petain-criminals  and  collaborators-so  here  in  the  Jewish  world  was  Hilewicz 
and  Weichert. 

The  donation  for  Weichert  during  his  hiding  was  quite  extensive;  he  was  paid  one  time 
grant  in  aid  amounting  to  40,000  zlotys 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  evaluation  of  (Weichert)  as  man,  the  witness  responds: 
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“The  accused  knew  the  situation  as  nobody  else  from  the  Jewish  surroundings,  he  was 
informed  not  only  by  the  underground  but  was  in  touch  with  Gestapo  and  the  German 
administration.  I  regard  Dr.  Weichert  as  a  man  of  high  intellectual  standard  but 
sometimes  the  arguments  put  forward  by  him  aroused  in  me  disgust  and  disorientation, 

I  could  not  agree  with  the  opinion  that  for  saving  a  group  of  people  is 
needed  so  far-reaching  compromise,  for  us  that  assistance  was  feeding  a 
piglet  before  slaughter,  prolonging  existence  of  the  Jews  who  from  the 
beginning  were  doomed  for  extermination. 

After  Weichert  went  into  hiding  the  action  of  assistance  to  the  Jews  in  the  camps  did  not 
stop.” 

24.  The  witness  Maria  Gorska,  profession  social  welfare,  living  in  Krakow,  testifies: 

“With  activity  of  Weichert  I  came  across  only  in  July  1943,  when  I  was  sent  to  R.P.Z. 
before,  I  worked  in  the  political  underground.  R.P.Z.  was  established  in  Krakow  in 
March  1943.  In  the  first  session,  on  which  I  was  present  in  July  1943,  Marek  Arczynski 
referred  the  case  of  J.U.S. 

The  chairman:  what  was  the  relation  of  R.P.Z.  to  J.U.S. ? 

The  witness:  decidedly  negative.  It  was  regarded  that  from  the  assistance  of  the 
medicaments  avail  themselves  first  of  all  the  Germans.  Besides,  the  assistance,  which  the 
Jews  were  receiving,  stood  in  no  relations  to  the  advantage,  which  drew  from  it  the 
Germans.  We  stood  on  the  position,  that  not  only  material  assistance  is  needed,  but  also 
the  moral  attitude  of  a  man.  Every  Jew  had  to  associate  himself  negatively  to  J.U.S.  I 
stand  on  the  position,  that  a  Jew,  who  sees  how  others  are  murdered,  and  cooperates  with 
the  Germans  is  a  moral  opportunist.  Tens  of  people  politically  savvy,  stood  against  Dr. 
Weichert.  .  That  what  was  reaching  the  camps  was  only  a  small  part  of  the  general 
transports.  Every  inmate  of  the  camp  who  one  day  received  cibazol,  on  the 
second  day  could  receive  injection  of  petrol,  in  such  condition  that 
assistance  was  hopeless. 

The  chairman:  did  R.P.Z.  avail  itself  from  the  assistance  of  Weichert  on  the  territory  of 
the  camp? 

The  witness:  till  the  order  from  Warsaw  arrived.  Dr.  Weichert  was  somehow  a  liaison 
officer  between  the  camp  and  us.  In  1944  came  instruction  from  Warsaw,  not  to 
communicate  with  Dr.  Weichert. 

Assessor:  was  Dr.  Weichert  an  honest  man? 

The  witness:  as  far  as  personal  honesty  of  Dr.  Weichert  is  concerned,  I  never  heard  that 
somebody  doubted  it. 

The  prosecutor:  by  what  illegal  way  could  the  gifts  be  introduced  to  the  camp? 

The  witness:  we  had  built  up  series  of  contacts,  like  the  firm  Madritch,  or  the  janitors 
through  we  reached  the  Jewish  groups  working  in  city  the  so-called  Ausserkommando. 
Advocate:  Gunter:  could  through  those  ways  be  introduced  great  amount  of  bread  and 
medications? 

The  witness:  bringing  bread  was  out  of  question;  the  medicaments  could  be  brought  even 
in  the  pockets.  We  were  intent  on  sending  money. 

The  chairman:  from  which  sources  you  drew  those  information,  that  the  Germans  were 
taking  so  much  medicaments,  that  the  activity  of  J.U.S.  stood  in  no  proportion  to  the 
advantage  which  drew  from  it  the  Germans? 

The  witness:  I  heard  it  in  our  meetings  in  which  it  was  spoken. 

The  chairman:  through  whom  R.P.Z.  maintained  contact  with  Dr.  Weichert? 

The  witness:  through  Mr.  Dobrowolski  and  through  me. 

The  accused:  I  insist  that  I  saw  the  witness  the  first  time  in  my  life  already  after  the 
Germans  left  the  city,  namely  in  February  1945,  when  she  visited  me  during  my  illness. 
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Did  the  witness  recollects,  that  then  she  told  that  she  could  not  help  the  feeling  of 
resentment  that  I  saved  myself  with  my  all  family? 

The  witness:  because  I  could  do  the  same,  but  realized  that  if  will  drag  with  me  family, 
my  conspiratorial  work  would  suffer.” 

25.  Yitzhak  Zuckerman  (Antek),  Those  Seven  Years,  1939-1946,  By  Hakibutz 
Hameuchad  Publishing  House  Ltd.,  and  Bet  Lochamei  Hagetaoth,  p.  381-384: 

“And  now  to  the  affair  of  Michal  Weichert.  With  regard  to  the  theater  he  was  one  of  the 
greatest  artistic  talents  of  the  Polish  Jews,  by  profession  he  was  a  lawyer.  .. 

The  matter  started.,  in  1943,  after  the  Ghetto  uprising.  Then  it  became  known  to  us  that 
in  those  days  when  the  Germans  were  bringing  the  Jews  of  Warsaw,  the  Jews  of  Poland, 
even  the  Jews  of  Krakow— to  death,  Weichert  established-according  to  the  German 
instructions,  -  in  place  of  J.S.S. — J.U.S.-Jiidishe  Unterstutzungsstelle.  At  the  time  that 
the  Jews  were  being  brought  to  death-the  Germans  imposed  on  him  the  task  to  alarm  the 
Jewish  world  abroad,  to  send  material  help:  medicaments,  food  products  etc.  And  a 
simple  question  arose:  what  was  the  purpose  of  those  alarming  letters,  which  had  been 
sent  by  an  authorized  person,  known  already  before  the  war,  and  especially  during  the 
war,  a  person  who  stands  at  the  head  of  welfare  activities,  and  serves  as  a  representative 
of  Jews  towards  German  institution? 

His  letters  abroad,  that  were  being  sent  just  in  the  months  and  the  weeks  of  the 
bloodshed,  of  the  great  murder,  created  abroad  the  impression,  as  if  those  money,  are 
needed  and  destined  for  the  hungry.  It  is  true  that  the  Jews  were  dying  of  hunger:  it  is 
true  they  were  dying  of  hunger  in  1941/2  and  also  in  1943,  but  in  1944-that  was  not  the 
problem.  The  difference  between  him  and  Ringelblum,  even  between  him  and 
Kirszenboim,  was  that  those  Jews  made  everything  in  order  to  alarm  the  world,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  we  are  being  murdered-a  murder  in  the  full  meaning  of  the  word,  and 
Weichert  on  the  other  hand  asked  in  his  letters  for  material  help,  and  if  material  help  is 
needed,  it  means  that  it  is  needed  for  living  Jews!  Therefore  we  suspected  and  saw  in  it  a 
fraud  of  the  first  degree.  That  evaluation  we  heard  not  only  from  Jewish  sources.  We 
heard  them  from  Polish  sources,  like  from  the  Polish  welfare  institution  in  Warsaw 
RGO,  that  some  of  their  persons  cooperated  with  us  in  “Zegota”:  among  them  Marek 
Arczynski  the  representative  of  the  Democratic  Party.  Everybody  sensed  that  Weichert  is 
a  traitor,  that  he  is  fulfilling  instructions  of  the  Germans. 

Weichert  was  the  only  man  that  was  walking  without  an  armband  and  Magen  David;  he 
lived  in  his  house,  on  the  Aryan  side,  when  there  were  no  more  Jews  in  Krakow.  The 
remnants  of  the  Jews  of  Krakow  had  been  concentrated  in  the  concentration  camp 
Plaszow,  while  he  was  living  in  Krakow  with  consent  of  the  Germans,  at  their  mercy, 
and  was  fulfilling  errands  for  them.  And  he  received  great  dispatches  from  abroad.  When 
all  that  became  known  to  us,  we  made  two  things:  we  wrote  to  London,  and  condemned 
the  letters  that  were  published  in  his  name-in  order  to  expose  Weichert,  and  declare  that 
he  is  not  representing  the  Jews;  the  second  thing-we  sent  Marek  Arczynski  to  Weichert, 
in  order  that  he  will  leave  his  contemptible  work,  and  propose  him  to  go  to  the 
underground.  We  were  ready  to  accept  the  responsibility  for  his  well  being,  in  the  frame 
of  the  circumstances.  Then,  it  did  not  come  to  our  mind  to  issue  against  him  a  death 
sentence.  We  thought  that  we  will  hide  him  in  Krakow  or  other  place,  and  we  will 
support  him,  even  that  I  am  sure  that  our  money  was  not  needed  to  him.  We  told  him  that 
we  will  arrange  for  him  Aryan  papers,  but  he  turned  down  our  proposition. 

When  started  changes  in  the  status  of  Plaszow,  Weichert  told  us  that  he  is  ready  to 
respond  to  our  proposition,  but  when  he  found  out  that  that  the  status  of  Plaszow 
remained  firm  as  before-he  reneged  again  from  the  received  instruction.  He  had  two 
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helpers  that  were  on  the  status  of  “anusim”  -of  being  forced-,  they  were  Dr.  Eliahu 
Tisch,  and  Dr.  Chaim  Hilfstein,  and  they  were  in  the  camp  of  Plaszow.  Weichert,  as 
mentioned,  was  the  only  Jew  in  Krakow  that  worked  freely.  The  two  were  known  social 
activists,  honest  men,  but  we  could  not  tell  anything  to  Tisch  and  Hilfstein,  because  the 
two  were  prisoner  in  the  camp,  but  not  Weichert.  Finally  he  disappeared... 

There  were  meetings  and  consultations,  in  the  result  of  which  we  decided  to  sentence  him 
to  death.  He  remained  alive  only  because  of  our  helplessness.  At  that  time,  in  1944,  we 
had  no  forces  in  Krakow  in  order  to  execute  the  death  sentence:  for  that  purpose  I  had  to 
send  at  least  one  armed  man  by  train  to  Krakow,  who  will  perform  the  death  sentence. 
And  it’s  meaning  then  was  --to  endanger  the  life  of  the  messenger.  That  was  not  a  simple 
thing.  If  there  were  a  branch  of  Z.O.B.  in  Krakow,  the  situation  would  be  different.  But 
that  was  already  after  December,.,  when  from  Z.O.B.  remained  only  a  few  remnants.  I 
had  no  way  to  make  that  thing:  I  thought  that  it  was  forbidden  to  take  a  man,  and  send 
him  400  kilometer  with  a  weapon  in  order  to  search  for  the  house  of  his  victim.  And  so 
the  traitor  remained  alive. 

Later  it  became  known  to  us  that  in  the  days  of  August  and  September  1944,  the  days  of 
the  Polish  uprising,  Weichert  in  spite  of  all  turn  to  our  organization  for  help.  That  was, 
in  the  essence  Polish-Jewish  organization  -R.P.Z.  The  people  of  that  organization  indeed 
laid  him.  If  they  had  asked  us,  we  would  say:  under  no  circumstances!  Not  to  extend  him 
any  help!  but  they  did  not  ask  us.  Later..  I  was  involved  in  the  Polish  uprising.  A  month 
and  a  half  I  was  hidden  on  the  Aryan  side  of  Warsaw,  near  Wisla-River.  It  was  almost 
January  when  it  became  known  to  us,  that  our  people,  the  people  of  the  Jewish  and 
Polish  underground,  are  hiding  Weichert. 

Concerning  the  trial  in  Poland:  I  neither  did  nor  appear  in  the  trial,  till  I  have  received 
official  summon..  In  the  court  I  have  explained  in  simple  words,  that  what  did  Weichert 
was  entirely  contrary  to  our  activity,  because  we  shouted:  “we  are  being  murdered”,  and 
we  asked  to  alarm  the  world,  and  he  sat  and  wrote  letters  for  help.  In  the  trial  appeared 
also  witnesses  from  R.G.O.  and  other  organizations  who  told  that  the  Germans  were 
interested  in  his  activity,  for  two  reasons:  first  -to  calm  down  the  world,  to  say  to  the 
world  that  they  do  not  murder,  and  only  material  assistance  is  needed,  secondly,  -they 
were  simply  taking  the  medicaments,  the  good  coffee,  the  canned  food  for  themselves. 

By  one  thing  I  was  revolted,  and  asked  to  prevent,  that  Weichert  will  fulfill  any  social 
post  in  Israel.  One  day  invited  me  J.  Sprinzak  to  Jerusalem  to  Kneset  (parliament),  he 
was  then  the  chairman  of  the  Social  Committee  of  the  Ghettos  Fighter  Home,  in  order  to 
speak  to  me  about  Weichert:  he  did  not  know  about  him  anything.  When  I  was  in 
London  in  1945  I  spoke  there  about  the  part  of  Judenrat  in  the  destruction  of  the  Jews, 
and  about  the  treason  of  the  Jews.  Later  I  met  Sprinzak  and  he  told  me  “there  are  no 
Jewish  traitors”.  I  knew  that  according  to  his  point  of  view,  he  could  not  grasp  the 
phenomenon  of  Judenrat,  and  what  it  symbolized,  but  we  knew  all  that  there  could  be  a 
Jewish  treason,  even  a  conscious  treason... And  is  spite  of  that  Sprinzak  found  it 
appropriate  to  call  me.  Sprinzak  wanted  to  establish  in  Israel  a  National  Theatrical 
Authority,  at  the  head  of  which  will  stand  Weichert,  he  wanted  to  hear  my  opinion  I 
reminded  him  about  our  conversation  in  1945  and  told  him:  “you  are  telling  that  there 
are  no  traitors,  that  is  your  right,  I  am  telling  you  according  to  the  data  in  my  hands 
Weichert  is  a  traitor,  I  don't  want  trials  but  I  warn,  that  in  the  same  day  that  the  name  of 
Weichert  will  appear  as  a  social  figure,  as  the  head  of  any  social  institution  there  will  be 
a  trial,  I  will  not  give  my  hand  to  the  trials  if  he  will  sit  quietly. 

By  sentence  in  the  court  in  Krakow  he  was  acquitted.  It  was  found  out  that  the  Judge  of 
the  court  was  murdered,  in  result  of  other  affairs  and  the  trial  was  ended.  The  deputy  of 
Minister  of  Justice  in  those  days  was  a  Jew,  his  name  was  Chajn.  That  man  invited 
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several  of  the  representatives  of  the  Jewish  society  and  advised  them,  to  prevent  renewal 
of  the  trial  because  of  some  affairs  that  he  was  involved  in  them,  and  because  of  his 
concern  that  it  will  bring  to  the  outbreak  of  anti-Semitism,  he  proposed  to  arrange  for 
Weichert  a  social  trial,  and  such  a  trial  really  took  place  when  I  was  not  in  Poland,  The 
social  trial  had  no  authority  to  impose  upon  him  a  prison  sentence  but  imposed  on  him  a 
boycott  “cherem”. 

It  is  true  that  in  the  trial  in  Poland  were  also  people  from  Piaszow  camp 
that  gave  testimony  in  his  favor  because  he  used  to  give  bribes.” 

26.  Dr.  Adolf  Abraham  Berman,  The  Undeground  Period,  Menora  Publishing  House, 
Tel-Aviv,  1971.  p.  141: 

“In  the  middle  of  1943,  became  known  to  the  Jewish  underground  about  another  act  of 
Nazi  deception.  After  destruction  of  the  Ghetto  Warsaw,  and  ghetto  Krakow  and  almost 
all  other  ghettoes  in  Poland,  in  the  days  that  the  Nazis,  had  been  perpetrating  a 
bloodshed  among  the  remnants  of  the  Jewish  population,  appeared  in  the  German 
newspapers  an  information  that  in  Krakow  was  opened  an  institution  for  the  assistance 
of  the  Jews  “J.U.S.”,  Judische  Unterstutzungstelle  under  the  management  of  Dr.  Michael 
Weichert.  The  activists  of  the  Jewish  underground  saw  in  that  information  a  disgrace. 
That  was  the  summit  of  the  characteristic  Nazi  deception  to  open  at  the  time  of  the 
extermination  of  the  remnant  of  the  last  Jews  in  Poland  such  an  institution.  That  was  an 
open  intention  of  the  Nazis,  to  weaken  the  shocking  impression  that  caused  abroad  their 
terrible  acts  of  murder,  and  to  create  for  themselves  alibi,  especially  of  the  eyes  of  the 
International  Red  Cross.  The  underground  organizations  both  Polish  and  Jewish  realized, 
that  it  concerns  about  an  open  Nazi  agency,  that  their  task  to  be  a  tool,  of  the  Nazi 
propaganda,  and  together  with  a  mean  of  attaining  great  quantities  of  food  products  and 
medicaments  and  also  considerable  amount  of  money  from  foreign  countries. 

And  really  to  the  amazement  of  the  Jewish  underground  organizations,  the  international 
organizations  caught  that  bait  and  started  to  send  through  the  International  Red  Cross  to 
“J.U.S.”  and  to  Dr.  Weichert,  a  huge  amount  of  precious  medicaments,  food  products 
and  so  on,  that  fell  almost  in  its  entirety  to  the  hands  of  the  Nazis.  Only  a  small  pordon 
of  those  treasures  was  sent  to  the  camps, 

The  Coordinating  Committee  of  Z.K.N.  and  Bund,  sent  several  times,  with  agreement  of 
RPZ  -The  Council  for  the  Relief  of  the  Jews  messengers  to  Dr.  Weichert,  to  urge  him  to 
resign  from  the  Nazi  agency  and  not  serve  as  a  camouflage  for  abroad,  but  he  did  not 
follow  the  instructions  of  the  Jewish  underground  which  sent  decision  of  condemnation 
to  the  international  organizations  abroad.  The  R.P.Z.  sent  to  the  Delegate  of  the 
Government  that  decision.  And  the  Coordinating  Committee  alarmed  the  Jewish 
organizations  abroad,  and  demanded  to  stop  all  dispatches  to  J.U.S.  In  spite  of  those 
appeals,  J.U.S.  continued  for  a  long  time  to  receive  great  assistance  from  abroad.” 


Chapter  IV 


The  Trials 


Dr.  Michal  Weichert  had  been,  as  already  mentioned,  tried  twice.  Once  by  “Specjalny 
Sqd  Kamy”-Special  Criminal  Court,  and  the  second  time,  Dr.  Weichert  stood  trial 
voluntarily  before  “Sqd  Obywatelski  nad  bylymi  wspolpracujqcymi  z  Niemcami”  a 
“Civic  Court  for  former  collaborators  with  the  Germans”,  affiliated  to  CKZ-Centralny 
Komitet  Zydowski-the  Central  Jewish  Committee. 

In  the  first  trial  Dr.  Weichert  was  placed  under  formal  investigation  on  March  6,  1945 
and  detained  on  the  same  day,  even  that  a  formal  arrest  warrant  was  issued  only  on 
April  5.  He  was  detained  in  the  prison  until  the  end  of  the  trial.  On  October  6,  1945  he 
was  charged,  among  other  thing  “that  he  acted  in  favor  of  the  German  occupation 
authority,  and  to  the  detriment  of  the  Polish  State.”  The  court  sessions  took  place  on 
27th  and  28th  of  October  and  on  the  5th  of  January.  He  was  acquitted  on  January  7, 
1946.  On  January  12,  1946  Dr.  Weichert  was  released  from  prison.  The  prosecutions 
filed  an  appeal  before  “Najwyzszy  Trybunal  Narodowy”  the  Highest  National  Tribunal. 
On  September  20,  1946,  the  appellant  court  turned  down  the  appeal  due  to  lack  of 
sufficient  ground.  In  the  second  trial-on  November  11,  1949  was  established  the  panel 
of  seven  prominent  Jews,  the  hearings  lasted  from  November  25  till  December  28, 
1949.  On  December  28,  1949  the  tribunal  found  Dr.  Weichert  guilty,  and  now  to  more 
details. 

In  the  first  trial  Dr.  Michal  Weichert,  was  accused,  by  the  article  1  and  2  by  the  decree 
P.K.W.N.  from  3 1.8. 1944,  that  is  of  being  “fascist-Nazi  criminal”,  by  the  reason  that: 

“In  the  beginning  autumn  1943  till  June  1944  during  the  extermination-hquidation  policy 
of  the  German  authorities,  acted  against  the  Jewish  population  on  the  territory  of  the  so 
called  G.G.  and  after  the  liquidation  of  the  considerable  amount  of  that  population,  and 
in  defiance  of  explicit  instructions  of  the  sovereign  Jewish  underground  organization  the 
so  called  Coordination  Commission  (issued  in  autumn  1943)-continued  further  the 
agency  of  the  Organization  of  the  Assistance  to  the  Jews,  which  he  stood  head  stood 
since  October  1942,  in  spite  that  the  instructions  ordered  him  to  liquidate  that 
institution,  -allowing  himself  in  such  a  way  to  be  used  by  the  Germans,  which  were 
interested,  from  the  propaganda  point  of  view-  in  further  existence  of  that  institution. 
The  Germans  were  keen  to  create  a  fictitious  appearance  in  order  to  undermine  the  world 
opinion  about  the  premeditated  extermination  of  the  Polish  Jewry,  and  by  that  token  he 
acted  in  favor  of  the  German  occupation  authority,  and  to  the  detriment  of  the  Polish 
State. 

That  act  consist  a  crime  according  to  the  articles  1  and  2  of  P.K.W.N.  from  31.8.1944, 

Dz.  U.  R.  P.  No.  4  pos.  16  in  according  to  the  decree  from  16.2.1946  Dz.  U.  R.P.  No.  7 
pos.  29.” 
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The  Special  Criminal  Court  has  acquitted  Dr.  Weichert,  and  here  is  the  extract  from 
the  justification  of  the  verdict: 

“There  is  no  doubt,  that  also  the  activity  of  J.U.S.,  at  that  time,  was  hanging  in  the  air. 
Basically  J.U.S.  was  at  that  time,  only  tolerated  by  the  occupant  and  not  formally 
recognized. 

The  assistance  of  J.U.S.  was  considerable,  advantageous  and  necessary. 

The  assistance  rendered  by  J.U.S.,  was  not  only  official,  but  also  conspiratorial. 

The  legal  assistance  consisted  in  supplying  “podopiecznym”,  people  under  their  care, 
medicines,  which  the  camps  were  lacking,  great  amount  of  food  was  supplied  like 
Navitol,  condensed  milk,  marmalade,  macaronis,  cereals,  beans,  etc. 

The  received  from  abroad  luxurious  articles  like  sardines,  figs,  dactyls  etc.  was),  had 
been  swapped  by  the  agency  of  R.G.O.,  for  flour,  which  it  supplied  either  to  camp 
bakery,  or  baked  from  it  bread  in  the  town. 

J.U.S.  was  also  buying  food  articles  for  diabetic  kitchens,  which  he  arranged  in  all 
Krakow  camps,  and  the  neighboring  camps. 

The  medical  care  for  the  Jews  in  the  camps  was  actually  based  exclusively,  on  the 
medicines  supplied  by  J.U.S. 

The  medicines  supplied  by  the  accused,  prolonged  life  of  quite  a  number  of  sick  men, 
and  brought  relief  in  suffering. 

The  colossal  amount  of  bread  saved,  in  spite  of  all,  many  from  starvation. 

In  the  camp  Skarzysko  Kamienne,  (the  witness-Felicja  Rozenblat)  found  such  fatal 
sanitary  conditions,  that  if  not  the  help  of  Weichert,  it  would  be  impossible  at  all  to 
resort  (undertake)  any  work  in  the  camp  hospital. 

Dr.  Bieberstein  (a  witness)  expressed  his  view,  that  he  would  rather  accuse  Dr.  Weichert 
if  he  had  abandoned  his  task  of  rendering  the  help. 

Independently  of  the  legal  help,  the  accused  carried  on  also  conspiratorial  help,  which 
comprised  in  mediation  in  supplying  money  for  the  Jews  in  the  camps,  from  their  friends 
in  the  town,  in  the  correspondence  between  the  Jews  in  different  camps,  taking  care  of 
the  Jewish  children,  in  the  camps,  or  placing  them  with  assistance  of  RPZ,  at  Christian 
families. 

The  charge  that  the  accused  draw  personal  advantages,  falls  apart  in  the  light  of 
evidences,  when  many  witnesses  testified,  that  they  regard  Weichert  as  a  man  of 
“absolutely”  clean  hands. 

The  accused  nevertheless,  in  a  confidential  way  was  secretly  informing  the  foreign 
countries  ,  about  the  real  situation  of  the  Jews  in  Poland. 

The  accused  reported  in  writing  to  the  delegate  of  M.C.K.-the  International  Red  Cross 
Mr.  Vyss,  by  the  mediation  of  Seyfried,  and  in  those  reports  presented  bluntly  the  true 
dimension  of  the  German  liquidation  policy,  and  the  devastation  wrought  by  it. 

That  acknowledged  the  witness  Seyfried,  who  also  conceded  that  on  the  base  of  his 
conversation  with  Vyss,  and  the  second  representative  of  the  International  Red  Cross 
pastor  Hellquist,  that  the  foreign  countries  were  excellently  informed  about  the 
liquidation  action  of  the  Polish  Jewry. 

The  accused  imparted  precise  confidential  information  about  everything  that  was 
happening  in  the  camps  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Krakow  R.P.Z.  Dobrowolski,  with  the 
aim  of  enlightening  the  foreign  countries,  which  the  witness  Dobrowolski  acknowledged. 

In  reality  each  visit  of  Weichert  in  he  camp,  was  for  everybody  a  moral  injection,  he  was 
always  expressing  strong  words  of  comfort,  encouraging  them  to  be  strong,  and  that  the 
liberation  is  close,  which  raised  the  spirit  of  everybody. 

The  accused  refutes  the  accusation  that  he  in  his  activity  was  motivated  by  concern 
about  his  own  fate  and  life.  To  prove  it  he  mentions  the  facts  of  his  own  intervention  at 
the  Germans,  like  in  the  case  of  the  poet  and  singer  Gebirtig,  an  intervention  undertaken 
to  prevent  his  evacuation,  an  intervention  in  the  course  of  which  he  himself  was  shot. 
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The  accused  by  his  position,  was  even  more  exposed  because  he  could  be  attained  at  any 
moment  that  the  Germans  would  like  it,  he  realized,  that  he  was  only  tolerated  as  long  as 
it  will  be  convenient  to  the  occupant.  Therefore  the  accused  considered  the  possibility, 
that  he  could  be  arrested  any  moment  and  liquidated. 

The  defense  of  the  accused  in  that  part,  finds  also  confirmation  in  the  testimony  of  the 
witness  of  the  prosecution  (Arczynski)  who  expressed  his  opinion  about  the  accused 
during  the  trial  in  the  words:  "that  the  accused  danced  on  the  verge  of  an  abyss". 

The  accused,  not  without  justification,  evaluated  his  situation,  because  it  was  known, 
that  would  come  a  moment  when  the  Gestapo  decided  to  liquidate  him. 

The  relation  of  the  accused  to  the  occupation  authorities  was  always  characterized  by 
dignity. 

The  activity  of  the  accused,  did  not  result  from  opportunism,  but  from  universal  human, 
and  ideological  motives,  and  his  deep  conviction,  but  least  of  all  led  by  egoistic 
incentives,  which  findings  of  the  trial  completely  support.  (Underscored  in  the  verdict) 
The  profile  of  the  man  in  the  court  unveils  itself  as  a  very  valuable  person, 
hi  the  course  of  the  trial  no  fact  was  revealed  which  could  disqualify  the  man  from  a 
moral  or  an  ethic  aspects. 

Remark:  the  Polish  nationality  was  corrected  to  the  Jewish  according  to  the  wish  of  the 
accused  in  the  general  trial” 

The  prosecution  filed  an  appeal,  to  the  effect  that: 

“Since  the  Jewish  supreme  underground  authorities... recognized  and  stated  clearly  the 

harm  done  by  the  existence  of  (the  J.U.S.) . The  accused  was  obliged  to  conform  to  the 

instructions  no  matter  how  he  have  had  viewed  the  situation  himself  or  what  his  own 
personal  conviction  may  have  been... The  accused  's  statements,  that,  in  opposition  to 
their  position  of  the  Coordinating  Committee  he  regarded  the  continuation  of  the  JUS  as 
valuable  and  desirable  from  a  humanitarian  point  of  view,  are  not  to  the  point:  the  issue 
was  instead  a  general,  political  one... The  accused  motives.,  needed  to  be  evaluated  on  a 
scale  that  weighed  the  interests  of  the  whole,  of  the  general  political  good  sense,  and  of 
the  state  altogether,  against  the  (humanitarian)  interests  of  particular  individuals.  In  this 
case  the  (court's)  arguments  (about  the  motives  for  the  accused  actions)  could  not 
constitute... only  circumstances  bearing  upon  the  sentence  but  in  no  case.,  grounds  for 
acquittal.” 


As  already  mentioned  on  September  20,  1946,  the  appellant  court  turned  down  the 
appeal  due  to  lack  of  sufficient  ground. 

In  the  second  trial,  before  the  civic  tribunal,  affiliated  to  the  Central  Jewish  Committee, 
Dr.  Weichert  was  accused,  that: 

1.  That  in  the  period  from  March  13,  till  the  end  of  July  1944  in  Krakow,  upon 
instruction  of  the  German  authorities  he  agreed  to  renew  the  activity  and  act  as  a 
figurehead  of  the  previously  dissolved  Jewish  welfare  Jiidishe  Unterstutzungsstelle 
-J.U.S. ,  which  was  in  the  interest  of  the  German  occupant. 

2.  That  in  that  period  the  accused  together  with  his  family  remained  in  Krakow,  being 
granted  by  the  German  authorities  with  full  freedom  of  movement  day  and  night, 
as  the  only  one  legal  Jew  in  the  whole  Generalgouvemment. 


65 


3.  That  in  the  same  period  of  time  the  accused  was  sending  under  the  name  of  J.U.S. 
many  letters,  to  series  of  foreign  countries  like  Switzerland,  Portugal,  Sweden, 
Slovenia  and  others  calling  the  Jewish  organizations  in  those  countries  to  come 
with  further  material  assistance  to  the  Jews  in  Poland,  misleading  in  such  a  way  w 
the  foreign  public  opinion,  and  creating  fallacious  notion  that  in  Poland  exist  also 
today  legally  Jewish  welfare  organizations,  and  that  the  Jews  receive  assistance 
from  the  German  authorities,  and  at  the  same  time  suppressing  alarming  news, 
coming  from  the  Jewish  underground  organizations,  informing  the  foreign 
countries  about  the  awful  total  liquidation  of  the  Polish  Jewry. 

4.  That  in  the  result  of  the  aforementioned  action  of  the  accused,  from  many  countries 
had  been  sent,  under  the  address  of  the  accused,  dispatches  of  medicament,  food 
products  and  clothes  of  enormous  value,  from  which  prevailing  part  reached 
German  hands,  increasing  their  military  potential. 

5.  That  the  aforementioned  activity  of  the  accused,  created  harmful  illusion  among  the 
Jews  abroad,  facilitating  the  occupant,  carrying  his  plans,  and  that  this  activity 
should  had  been  liquidated,  lying  before  all  in  the  interests  of  the  Nazi 
propaganda. 

6.  That  the  accused  when  called  upon  by  the  main  political  organizations  of  the  Jewish 
underground  organizations-the  Coordination  Committee-to  the  immediate 
cessation  of  his  activity,  supported  in  that  demand  by  the  representatives  of  the 
Polish  underground  organizations  (R.P.Z.)  -and  when  presented  with  the 
possibility  of  going  into  hiding  with  his  family,  after  prolonged  negotiation  refused 
to  subject  to  that  order,  and  his  activity  continued  till  his  going  into  hiding  in  July 
1944,  while  by  his  refusal  to  subordinate  to  the  order,  brought  upon  him  total 
boycott  and  condemnation  of  the  accused  by  all  Jewish  and  Polish  organization, 
and  besides  to  death  sentence  issued  by  the  Jewish  Fighting  organization  (ZOB), 
not  executed  only  for  technical  reason. 

The  Civic  Court  on  December  28,  1949  ruled: 

“That  the  organization  under  the  name  Judishe  Unterstutzungsstelle  /J.U.S./,  was 
brought  into  existence  by  the  German  Nazi  authorities  and  in  the  interests  of  those 
authorities. 

The  Civic  Court  ascertains  that  Dr.  Michael  Weichert  by  accepting  the  appointment  of 
the  manager  of  that  organization,  collaborative  by  its  very  nature  and  by  activity  in  that 
position  and  by  persevering  in  it,  defying  the  decision  of  underground  organizations, 
committed  cooperation  with  the  Nazi  authorities 

Acknowledging  the  guilt  of  Michael  Weichert  as  a  collaborator  The  Social  Court 
severely  condemns  him.” 

In  “motivation”  of  the  verdict  the  panel  of  the  judges  of  the  Social  Court  asserted 
among  other  things  that: 

“Reactivating  J.U.S.  in  March  1943  attest  to  the  fact  that  the  Nazi  authorities 
recognized,  that  it  is  possible  further  to  mislead  the  public  opinion  abroad,  and  the  rest 

of  the  Jews  in  the  camp,  by  creating  illusion  of  some  stability  in  the  camp . Therefore, 

without  getting  to  the  core  of  the  question  of  the  real  assistance  of  J.U.S.  to  the 
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camps. ..it  must  be  asserted  that  J.U.S.  by  its  very  existence  was  a  collaborative 

organization .  Adding  to  it  that  Weichert  as  the  head  of  JUS  was  sending  into  the 

world  reports  and  letters,  which  by  its  very  contents  must  had  had  creating  illusion  that 
in  the  Generalgouvemment  still  exist  organized  Jewish  life,  one  must  come  into 
conclusion,  that  complete  ignorance  about  their  fate  of  the  sent  to  extinction  to  Poland 
the  Jews  from  Slovakia,  Hungary  and  other  European  countries  must  had  partly  be 
accounted  to  the  activity  of  J.U.S. . 

It  must  be  also  remarked  that  Dr.  Weichert  continuation  of  his  activity,  in  spite  of  being 
many  times  presented  by  the  representatives  of  the  Coordinating  Committee,  the 
underground  Jewish  parties,  and  RPZ  with  its  pernicious  aspects,  increases  his  blame. 
....  However  it  must  be  ascertained  that  the  trial  did  nor  provide  any  proof,  that  Dr. 
Weichert,  by  extending  the  assistance  was  guided  by  financial  or  personal  reasons” 


CHAPTER  V 


Guilty,  of  What? 


In  reviewing  the  attempts  to  incriminate  JUS  in  general  and  Dr.  Weichert  in 
particular,  we  have  to  distinguish  between  two  periods,  that  during  the  occupation  and 
that  after  the  war  ended.  The  accusations  in  the  first  place  had  been  described  in  an, 
alleged,  decision  of  the  Coordination  Committee-K.K.-the  united  conspiratorial 
representation  of  the  Jewish  Society  towards  the  Polish  Underground,  --from 
14.8.1943,  which  I  will  quote  here  in  full: 

“KK  -the  Coordination  Committee  of  Bund  and  ZKN  on  the  meeting  from  14.8.1943. 
decided  unanimously: 

1.  To  assume  towards  JUS  a  negative  attitude  and  not  to  maintain  with  them  any 
contacts. 

2.  To  enlighten  the  opinion,  before  all  the  foreign  countries,  about  the  substance  and 
aims  of  JUS,  and  about  negative  to  it  relation  of  the  conspiratorial  factors  of  the 
Jewish  society, 

3.  To  warn  the  interested  factors  abroad  against  sending  fir  that  institution  of 
whatever  donations. 

4.  To  lay  down  before  the  RPZ  at  DR,  a  decision  about  assuming  the  same  position 
towards  JUS. 

The  aforementioned  decision  had  been  dictated  by  the  principle  reasons,  by  the 
necessity  of  struggle  with  the  occupant,  and  continuation  of  a  decisive  negative  relation 
assumed  from  the  first  moment  by  conspiratorial  factors  of  the  Jewish  society  against 
the  Germans,  analogously,  to  that  of  the  Polish  Underground,  relation,  which  in  the 
most  beautifully  was  expressed  in  the  struggle  of  the  Warsaw  Ghetto  and  other  cities  on 
the  territory  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  occupant  called  to  life  JUS  for  its  own  aims,  in  order: 

1.  To  show  to  the  foreign  countries  the  falsehood  of  the  news  about  the  mass 
liquidation  (of  the  Jews)  and  with  an  aim  to  neutralize  foreign  opinion,  based  on 
that  news. 

2.  To  show  the  foreign  countries  its  humanitarianism  in  general  and  especially 
towards  the  Jews. 

3.  In  order  that  by  this  way  to  sow  further  tragic  illusions  among  the  Jewish  society, 
and  in  this  way  to  facilitate  the  liquidation  of  the  remnants  in  the  camp 

4.  In  order  to  take  over  the  sent  articles  for  itself. 

The  Conspiratorial  factors  of  the  Jewish  society  have  the  duty  of  a  decisive  struggle 
with  that  piece  of  deceit,  and  condemn  those,  a  few,  after  all,  factors  among  Jewish 
society,  which  went  on  the  track  of  the  erroneous  policy  towards  the  occupant. 

But  even  the  real  considerations  practically  substantiate  the  aforementioned  resolution. 

The  articles  sent  from  abroad  do  not  reach  the  proper  addresses,  as  the  Jewish  society, 
which,  after  all,  in  the  camp  needs  not  only  medicaments,  but  also  bread  and  human 
conditions  of  work  and  living.  Those  articles  would  take  the  occupant  for  himself, 
supplying  for  himself  medicaments,  which  he  does  not  possess.  It  would  facilitate  him 
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partly  of  performing  some  sanitary-military  tasks.  The  funds  coming,  therefore,  from 
abroad,  are  wasted  and  sending  them  by  other  way-the  conspiratorial  one,  could  bring  a 
real  advantage  to  the  needy. 

K.K.-  Coordinating  Committee  deems  that  the  same  consideration  that  induced  it  to 
assume  the  aforementioned  position,  should  also  induce  R.P.Z.  to  assume  analogous 
attitude  towards  J.U.S.,  as  being  one  of  the  cells  of  the  Polish  Underground,  which 
relation  to  the  occupant  is  decisively  negative.  From  that  traditional  --mutual  to  us 
all  line  of  the  people  fighting  against  occupant  one  should  not  deviate  on  any 
section,  even  if  it  concerns  the  assistance  to  the  perishing  ones. 

Therefore  KK  by  the  representatives  of  the  Jewish  society  in  the  Council  lays  down  the 
following  resolutions: 

The  Council  decides: 

1 .  To  accept  the  position  of  KK  and  do  not  come  into  any  relations  with  JUS. 

2.  To  inform  about  it  DR  in  the  Homeland  enclosing  the  copy  of  the  aforementioned 
decision” 

At  the  end  of  that  document  is  written: 

“Ref.  of.  Zegota  15.9.43 

To  the  Director  Trojanowski,  Romecki,  Stencel,  Hiibner 

I  am  sending  the  resolution  of  KK  and  the  Council  of  Zegota  on  the  matter  of  JUS,  that 
is  an  authoritative  evaluation  of  the  social  factors,  of  whatever  (missing) 

To  DR.  (through  the  report  of  Zegota) 

Sharing  completely  the  stand  of  KK  in  relation  to  JUS  in  Krakow,  the  Council  of 
Zegota  in  the  meeting  on  4. 9.43. decided... (missing)”1 

I  question  strongly  the  veracity  of  that  document  (See  Appendix  No. 8).  What  is 
unusual  in  it  is  that  it  is  entirely  anonymous,  and  that  it  includes  on  the  same  page 
three  consequential  events:  the  first  one— the  decision  of  KK,  the  second  one—  the 
decision  of  the  “Council”,  that  is  of  R.P.Z. ,  and  the  third  one  an  information  sent  to 
“Director  Trojanowski,  Romecki,  Stencel,  Hiibner”. 

If  that  document  had  to  be  a  unanimous  decision  of  Z.K.N.  and  Bund,  why  it  is  not 
signed  by  anybody,  or,  at  least,  why  it  does  not  record  who  participated  in  that 
meeting  of  KK. 

If  that  document  had  to  be  also  the  document  of  R.P.Z. -Zegota,  why  the  persons 
participating  in  that  meeting,  which  took  place  on  4.9.43,  are  not  specified?  And  in 
that  regard  it  is  unparalleled  to  any  other  recording  the  minutes  of  the  meetings  of 
Zegota.  Besides  in  the  document  recording  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  R.P.Z. 
from  4.9.932  (See  Appendix  No.  9)  not  a  word  was  spoken  about  either  Weichert  or 
JUS. 

I  can  strongly  suggest  that  the  man  who  has  written  the  postscript  of  the  document,  — 
by  its  style,  and  by  its  very  nature  being  addressed  to  “Dyrector  Trojanowski”,  which 
was  the  synonym  of  Leopold  Rutkowski-the  Director  of  Department  of  Inner  Affairs 
in  DR.-  is  no  other  than  Witold  Bierikowski,  the  representative  of  DR  in  R.P.Z.- 
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Zegota.  Even  though  that  is  the  only  case,  known  to  me,  that  Bienkowski  addresses 
their  superiors  on  the  document  of  R.P.Z. 

It  is  doubtful  if  the  decision  of  KK  had  been  “decided  unanimously”,  and  that  is  what 
Stanislaw  Dobrowolski  the  Chairman  of  R.P.Z. -Krakow  testified  in  the  trial  against 
Weichert: 

“At  the  Beginning  Weichert  decided  on  subordination  to  us,  but  the  case  dragged  on. 
Finally  Dr.  Weichert  declared  that  he  will  not  subordinate  himself  and  demanded 
another  examination.  I  had  been  on  that  mater  in  Warsaw  and  spoke  with  Dr.  Feiner 
“Mikolaj”,  who  came  forward  in  a  fervent  defense  of  Weichert,  however  (other-my 
addition)  members  of  KK,  had  been  of  other  opinion  and  decided  to  break  off  the 
relations  with  Weichert.”3 

The  decision  of  KK  from  14.8.1943  presents  the  resentment  to  the  activity  of  Weichert  and 
JUS  as  if  coming  first  from  the  Jewish  organizations  themselves,  which  RPZ  only  followed 
suit,  which  again  is  contrary  to  the  facts,  and  here  is  what  again  Dobrowolski  testified: 

“On  recommendation  of  colleagues  from  Warsaw,  and  the  Delegate  of  the  London 
Govemment-“Socha”,  I  met,  by  mediation  of  Dr.  Seyfried,  with  Weichert.  It  went 
about  to  find  out  what  role  was  fulfilling  Weichert.  The  approach  was  such  that  the 
activity  of  JUS  had  to  be  liquidated  and  Weichert  as  the  figurehead  to  be  removed. 
Based  on  my  and  Marek  Arczynski' s  examination  was  prepared  a  report,  in  which  we 
established  that  the  Germans  keep  Weichert  as  a  figurehead  by  which  they  avail 
themselves  from  colossal  amount  of  packages,  from  Portugal,  and  medical  equipment 
sent  by  the  International  Red  Cross. 

In  the  light  of  our  report  KK  decided,  in  spite  of  the  assessment  of  usefulness  of 
diminutive  assistance  to  the  camp,  to  liquidate  the  activity  of  JUS,  because  the  foreign 
countries  created  an  erroneous  picture  about  situation  of  the  Jews  in  GG.  Bear  witness 
to  it-  the  fact,  that  the  gifts  had  been  sent  in  according  to  the  percentage  of  the  Jewish 
population  in  1939,  preserving  10%  gifts  for  the  Jews  instead  of  the  proposed  3%, 
which  had  been  a  fiction  created  by  Berlin  in  order  to  mislead  the  West.”4 

And  here  what  Maria  Gorska,  alias  Miriam  Hochberg  Marianska-the  Jewish  and 
representative  of  R.P.Z. -Krakow  testified  in  the  Special  Criminal  Court: 

“With  activity  of  Weichert  I  came  across  only  in  July  1943,  when  I  was  sent  to  RPZ, 
before,  I  worked  in  the  political  underground.  R.P.Z.  was  established  in  Krakow  in 
March  1943.  In  the  first  session,  on  which  I  was  present  in  July  1943,  Marek 
Arczynski  referred  the  case  of  J.U.S. 

The  chairman:  what  was  the  relation  of  R.P.Z.  to  J.U.S. ? 

The  witness:  decidedly  negative.  It  was  regarded  that  from  the  assistance  of  the 
medicaments  avail  themselves  first  of  all  the  Germans.  Besides,  the  assistance  which 
the  Jews  were  receiving,  stood  in  no  relations  to  the  advantage  which  drew  from  it  the 
Germans.”5 

And  that  is  the  statement  of  Witold  Bienkowski  (Kalski),  the  representative  of  the 
Delegate  to  the  R.P.Z.  and  besides  the  head  of  the  Entirety  of  the  Jewish  Affairs  in  the 
Delegate  Office,  during  the  occupation,  which  he  deposed  on  December  9,  1947, 
before  Mr.  Edward  Stock,  the  prosecutor  of  the  Civic  (Social)  Court  in  Warsaw: 
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After  receiving  several  information  from  abroad,  I  have  received  in  the  official  way 
from  London  the  first  information  about  train  transports  which  were  coming  from 
Switzerland  in  the  legal  way  through  the  Red  Cross  to  the  J.U.S.  in  Krakow  which  was 
directed  by  Dr.  Weichert. 

At  the  same  time  the  representatives  of  Z.K.N.  had  been  cautioned  about  the  activity  of 
Dr.  Weichert.  In  the  course  of  my  official  duty  I  gave  instruction  to  the  appropriate 
services  in  the  Krakow  Delegate  office  to  examine  the  affair  of  Weichert,  and  to  send 
me  report  about  the  situation.  (In  the  result-my  addition)  it  became  known  to  me,  that 
lastly  Dr.  Weichert  receives  and  acknowledges  train  transports  from  Switzerland, 
which  are  coming  for  the  Jews  in  Poland.  Those  transports  contain  a  great  amount  of 
valuable  medicines,  dressings,  surgical  operation  instruments  and  nutrients.  I  was, 
besides,  informed  that  those  transports  contain  greatly  needed  products  for  the  German 
army,  and  that  only  a  small  portion  about  10%-30%  was  given  to  Dr.  Weichert  to  be 
turned  over  for  the  help  of  the  Jews  in  Plaszow  camp.  Those  who  gave  me  that 
information  concluded  that  in  their  opinion.  Dr.  Weichert' s  activity  causes  to 
strengthening  of  the  German  army.  That  I  had  reported  to  the  Delegate  and  to  Dr. 
Feiner  and  Dr.  Berman....”4 5 6 

And  from  here  it  is  clear  that  the  instruction  to  liquidate  JUS  and  to  eliminate 
Weichert  came  from  the  Polish  Government  in  Exile,  and  DR-  the  Delegate  of  that 
Government  in  the  occupied  Poland.  They  could  not,  however,  by  themselves  instruct 
upon  stopping  dispatches  of  food  and  assistance  coming  for  the  Jews  under  auspices 
of  the  International  Red  Cross  from  neutral  countries,  or  from  the  Jewish 
organizations  abroad,  also  via-neutral  countries,  the  assistance  to  which  they  had 
absolutely  no  pertinence,  but  had  to  do  it  through  the  Jewish  organizations  statutorily 
subordinated  to  them.  How  that  androgynous  document  entered  the  set  of  document  of 
R.P.Z.,  and  who  actually  couched  it  is  of  secondary  importance. 

Coming  back  to  the  essence  of  that  documents  we  see  that  the  main  reasons  of 
ostracizing  Weichert  and  JUS  had  been: 

1.  The  necessity  of  struggle  with  the  occupant,  and  continuation  of  a  decisive 
negative  relation  assumed  from  the  first  moment  by  conspiratorial  factors  of  the 
Jewish  society  against  the  Germans,  analogously  to  that  of  the  Polish 
Underground,  which  should  not  deviate  on  any  section,  even  if  it  concerns  the 
assistance  to  the  perishing  ones. 

2.  Because  the  occupant  called  to  life  JUS  for  its  own  aims,  in  order  to  show  to  the 
foreign  countries  the  falsehood  of  the  news  about  the  mass  liquidation  (of  the 
Jews)  and  with  an  aim  to  neutralize  foreign  opinion,  based  on  that  news. 

3.  Because  the  occupant  called  to  life  JUS  for  its  own  aims,  in  order  to  show  to  the 
foreign  countries  its  humanitarianism  in  general  and  especially  towards  the  Jews. 

4.  Because  the  occupant  called  to  life  JUS  in  order  that  by  this  way  to  sow  further 
tragic  illusions  among  the  Jewish  society,  and  in  this  way  facilitate  the  liquidation 
of  the  remnants  in  the  camp 

5.  Because  the  occupant  called  to  life  JUS  in  order  take  over  the  sent  article  for  itself. 

6.  Because  the  articles  sent  from  abroad  do  not  reach  the  proper  addresses,  and  the 
occupant  is  supplying  for  himself  medicaments,  which  he  does  not  possess,  which 
facilitate  him  partly  of  performing  some  sanitary-military  tasks. 
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7.  Because  the  Jewish  society,  which  after  all,  in  the  camp  needs  not  only 
medicaments,  but  also  bread  and  human  condition  of  work  and  living. 

8.  Because  the  funds  coming  from  abroad,  are  wasted  and  sending  them  by  other 
way-the  conspiratorial  ones-  could  bring  a  real  advantage  to  the  needy  Jews. 

We  shall  now  examine  each  one  of  those  points: 

First  point.  Did  the  necessity  to  struggle  with  the  occupant  require  stopping  the 

dispatch  of  the  articles  for  the  Jews  in  the  camps  in  the  District  of  Krakow  and 

Radom  (the  sphere  of  activity  of  JUS),  and  if  in  that  regard  it  had  to  be 

“analogous”,  to  that  of  the  Polish  Underground? 

We  shall  quote  once  more  Stanislaw  Dobrowolski: 

“The  gifts  had  been  sent  in  according  to  the  percentage  of  the  Jewish  population  in 
1939,  preserving  10%  gifts  for  the  Jews  instead  of  the  proposed  3%,  which  had  been  a 
fiction  created  by  Berlin  in  order  to  mislead  the  West.”7 

First  a  correction,  the  gifts  had  not  been  sent  from  abroad  according  to  a  fixed 
percentage.  The  percentage  had  been  agreed  between  JUS  and  RGO,  the  Polish 
counterpart  of  that  social  assistance,  as  to  the  division  of  the  gifts  coming  from 
abroad,  and  approved  by  BuF.  Anyway  it  proves  that  the  dispatches  of  medicaments 
and  food  came  under  the  same  auspices  for  both  the  Poles  and  the  Jews.  So  why 
receiving  90%  of  the  gifts  by  the  Poles,  was  a  patriotic  act,  but  receiving  10%  for  the 
Jews  had  to  be  an  anti-patriotic  act  verging  on  collaboration,  which  had  to  be  rejected 
by  the  Jews  themselves  “even  if  it  concerns  the  assistance  to  the  perishing  ones”? 

We  see  that  receiving  gifts  for  the  Poles  by  the  same  channel  of  International  Red 
Cross  was  so  much  patriotic  that  even  “Sobol”  the  Delegate  personally  writes  to  the 
Polish  Minister  of  Inner  Affairs  in  London  (See  appendix  No.  10): 

“Transport  of  medicines  sent  by  the  International  Red  Cross  is  only  now  notified. 

R.G.O.  did  not  receive  it  yet.  We  ask  to  induce  the  International  Red  Cross-Geneva  and 
the  Committee  in  Stockholm  to  send  only  the  after-mentioned  medicines: 

1 .  Sulfampigpraparate,  Antistreptin.  Dagenan, 

2.  Cardiaca:  Digalen  fl,  u.  injekt.  -Adovem  fl.  u.  granul. 

3.  Vitamin:  a,  d,  b,  c,  k,  especially  redoxen-inject.  u.  table. 

4.  4.0rhanopreparate:  cortin,  adrenalin,  pancreas-folliculin,  corpusluteom, 

5.  hypophysisant,  etposp.  tastis 

6.  Cholagoga.,  complete  lack:  Felamin, 

7.  Leberex  tracte,  Eisen,  un.  Arsenpreparate  against  anaemia 

8.  Antirheumatica,  u.  Antiarthretica:  Piperazin 

9.  Antiasmatica:  Ephetoni,  Ephedrosan,  astmalin,  asthmolizin. 

10.  La.  antiabez  soli,  isacen,  -ol.  ricini 

11.  10  Opiumpraparate:  papaverin. 

12.  1 1 . Atrophin-chinin  preparate-dijodthyrosin,  antithyredicin,  secacomin,  larosaidin, 

13.  lrosan,  insulin” 
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And  of  course  there  was  nothing  wrong  in  receiving  gifts  for  the  Poles,  through  the 
same  channel  that  the  Jews  received,  that  was  not  collaboration.  Not  only  that  there 
was  nothing  wrong,  but  here  the  Minister  of  Inner  Affairs  in  London  is  writing  to  the 
District  Delegate  in  Krakow 

“After  the  fall  of  Warsaw  and  the  mass  deportations  to  the  camps  increased  enormously 
the  need  of  providing  material  help  (to  the  displaced  Polish  population  from  Warsaw). 
Please  advise  the  displaced  persons  to  write  postcards  with  individual  request  for 
packages,  by  giving  their  precise  address  to  the  International  Red  Cross  in  Geneva, 
Portugal,  and  the  Swedish  Red  Cross  in  Stockholm”9  (see  appendix  No.  11): 

Next  point.  Did  JUS  and  Weichert  play  for  the  Nazis  as  grist  to  their 

propaganda  mill  to  conceal  the  true  extent  of  mass  liquidation  (of  the  Jews)  and 

with  an  aim  to  neutralize  foreign  opinion,  based  on  that  news? 

We  shall  quote  from  Edmund  Seyffied's,  --the  former  Chairman  of  RGO,  —testimony 
in  the  trial  against  Weichert  in  Krakow: 

“The  Chairman  of  the  Court:  was  the  world  informed  what  is  going  on  in  our  country? 
Witness:  on  September  1943  Prof.  Vyss  from  the  International  Red  Cross  in  Geneva 
paid  a  visit  to  Krakow.  Dr.  Weichert  was  not  admitted  to  see  him.  On  the  request  of  Dr. 
Weichert  I  informed  Dr.  Vyss  about  what  is  going  on  here,  and  handed  to  him  data 
supplied  to  me  by  Dr.  Weichert,  relating  to  the  extermination  of  the  Jews.  Later  came 
also  to  Krakow  representative  of  the  International  Red  Cross  from  Sweden—  pastor 
Hellquist,  whom  I  also  informed  what  is  going  on  here.  Prof.  Vyss  was  again  in  the 
beginning  of  1944  in  Krakow  and  again  received  from  me  precise  information,  so  that 
he  was  perfectly  well  informed  what  the  Germans  are  doing  here  to  the  Jews. 

Prosecutor:  did  the  foreign  countries  believed  in  the  information  of  Vyss. 

Witness:  when  Dr.  Vyss  was  for  the  first  time  in  Poland,  he  did  not  know  about  the 
extermination  actions  against  the  Jews,  about  which  I  have  informed  him.  During  his 
second  visit  he  was  perfectly  well  informed.  Pastor  Hellquist  I  had  informed 
thoroughly.  When  he  came  to  control  the  Swedish  gifts,  I  took  him  round  R.G.O. 
magazines  and  I  had  the  possibility  to  relate  to  him  widely  about  everything.  In  two 
instances  I  was  convinced  that  the  countries  abroad  are  perfectly  well  informed. 

Advocate  Guntner:  from  whom  did  you  obtain  information  about  the  situation  of  the 
Jews  in  the  country? 

Witness:  I  availed  myself  exclusively  from  the  information  supplied  to  me  by  Dr. 
Weichert. 

Adv.  Guntner:  did  Dr.  Weichert  ask  you  to  use  that  information? 

Witness:  yes 

Prosecutor:  why  Dr.  Weichert  himself  did  not  inform  Dr.  Vyss. 

Witness:  Prof.  Vyss  was  the  guest  of  the  German  Red  Cross;  Dr.  Weichert  was  not 
allowed  to  meet  him.  In  general  it  was  very  difficult  to  have  access  to  him  because  he 
was  watched  all  the  time.”10 

From  the  testimony  of  Mieczyslaw  Pemper  in  the  trial  of  Weichert: 

“Dr.  Weichert  was  trying  to  receive  from  me  all  the  time  information  about  the  Jewish 
matters.  I  imparted  to  him  information;  according  to  his  wish;  about  all  secrete 
instructions  and  circular  letters,  about  the  number  of  Jews  in  GG,  and  about  intention  of 
the  Germans  towards  the  inmates  in  the  camps. 

The  accused:  I  would  like  to  clarify  those  data  and  numbers  about  the  Jews  in  the 
camps  of  G.G.,  as  also  information  about  the  secrete  instructions  I  was  collecting  from 
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Pamper  for  Dobrowolski  and  Seyfried,  who  communicated  them  to  the  conspiratorial 
organization,  and  abroad. 

Witness:  to  me  Dr.  Weichert  told  that  the  numbers  are  needed  to  him  for  correct 
distribution  of  the  medicaments,  among  the  respective  camps.  But  for  me  was  not 
difficult  to  guess  that  he  needed  it  for  other  aims.”11 

Aleksander  Bieberstein,  in  his  book: 

“Dr.  Weichert  was  receiving  many  information  about  the  situation  in  the  camp  from  the 
Jews,  and  especially  from  Icchak  Stem  and  Mieczyslaw  Pemper  working  in  the  camp 
head  office.  They  had  partly  access  to  the  secrete  documents  and  instructions,  the 
copies  of  which  received  Dr.  Weichert,  who  in  turn  handed  them  to  the  Polish 
underground  organizations.”12 

But  let  us  examine  what  opinion  could  shape  the  “world”  about  the  fate  of  the  Jews 
from  activity  of  J.U.S.: 

1 .  Schwarzbard  London  22.07. 1943,  to  ZKN  Warsaw: 

“From  several  months  we  send  you  through  Lisbon  10  thousand  food  parcels 
monthly,  we  received  lastly  only  600  acknowledgments  of  receipts  we  know 
what  it  means. 13 

2.  From  Stanislaw  Schmitzek,  Lisbon  30, 10.  1943,  to  the  Delegate  of  the  Polish 
Ministry  of  Labor  and  Social  Welfare  London, 

“Your  Excellency 

In  my  cable  of  the  4th  September,  in  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  the  August  24,  I  have 
stated  that  possibilities  of  dispatching  parcels  to  Jews  in  Poland  are  at 
present  very  limited.  (Details  in  May  report  sent  on  August  23) 

1 .  As  the  situation  has  not  changed  I  believe  that  the  dispatch  of  parcels  within  the 
limits  given  in  the  reports  could  be  continued. 

This  activity  should  be  as  follows: 

A.  From  the  new  addresses  to  which  parcels  have  not  been  sent  eliminated  apriori 
are: 


a)  Addresses  in  Warsaw,  Krakow  as  well  as  c/o  Judenrat 

b)  Addresses  c/o  Judenrat  in  Generalgouvemment 

c)  Addresses  c/o  Judenrat  in  the  upper  Silesia 

B.  To  the  remaining  addresses: 

a)  Private  addresses  in  the  G.G.  outside  Warsaw  and  Krakow 

b)  Private  addresses  in  the  “incorporated  territories.” 

c)  C/O-  Judenrat  in  the  “Incorporated”  territories  with  the  exception  of  Upper 
Silesia 

d)  Private  addresses  and  c/o  Judenrat  in  the  Eastern  territories. 

To  these  addresses  we  shall  send  on  trial-parcels  of  dried  fruit  as  less  liable  to  be  stolen. 
Further  dispatches  of  parcels  to  these  addresses  will  depend  on  whether  receipts  will 
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reach  us.  A  note  of  warning  will  inform  addressees  that  further  dispatch  will 
discontinue  failing  evidence  of  reception 

C.  Active  addresses  from  which  the  receipts  were  forthcoming  until  July  1st  or  from 
which  the  receipts  will  come  in  future 

The  amount  of  these  addresses  is  very  small  at  present  and  I  am  still  awaiting  the 
results  of  trial-dispatch. 

To  active  addresses  3  parcels  a  month  are  being  sent,  a  note  of  warning  is  enclosed 
in  each  parcel. 

II.  There  seem  to  be  new  possibilities  of  assisting  Jews  in  Poland.  Jiidische 
Unterstiitzungsstelle  fur  das  Generalgouvemment  in  Krakow  have  sent  receipts  for 
four  parcels  sent  to  them  as  trial  in  June  and  July  this  year  (ref.  my  letters  of  2nd 
June).  I  am  enclosing  the  above-mentioned  receipts,  which  suggest  that  dispatch  of 
parcels  to  Jiidische  Unterstiizungsstelle  is  apparently  possible. 

Following  conversation  with  Dr.  Schwartz  the  director  of  the  Lisbon  Delegation  of 
the  Joint  Distribution  Committee,  I  have  asked  the  Lisbon  Jewish  Community 
(Commmidade  Israelite r)  as  an  institution  in  a  neutral  country  to  get  in  touch  with 
the  Jiidishe  Unterstutzungstelle  in  Krakow  with  the  view  of  finding  out  the 
possibilities  of  dispatch  of  parcels  as  well  as  of  their  distribution.  A  letter  drafted 
imder  my  supervision  has  already  been  sent. 

I  shall  inform  you  immediately  about  the  result  of  these  actions.  There  is  however  a 
plan  according  to  Dr.  Schwarz  suggestion  to  send  farther  bigger  amount  of  trial 
parcels  without  waiting  for  the  reply  from  Krakow.  12,000  parcels  with  different 
content  to  be  sent  at  intervals  several  parcels  at  a  time. 

III.  Iam  enclosing  a  letter  of  September  30  sent  to  us  by  the  Lagerfuhrerin  in 
Zwangarbeitslasger  (The  woman-commander  of  the  camp  of  the  Forced  Labor 
Camp)  No.  37  in  Andrychow.  I  am  trying  under  a  cover  of  private  correspondence 
to  find  out  whether  and  to  what  extent  is  the  dispatch  to  this  address  possible  and 
whether  it  reaches  the  addressees. 

I  should  be  grateful  if  your  Excellency  would  get  in  touch  with  the  Board  of 
Deputies  of  British  Jews  and  give  your  permission  for  the  activity  as  presented  in 
points  I.  and  II 

(Signed)  Stanislaw  Schmitzek”14 

3.  Schwarzbard,  to  the  representation  of  the  Polish  Jews  in  Palestine  Poland,  15 
Lilienblum  St.  Tel-Aviv  11.01.1944 

“Dear  Sirs, 

In  relation  to  my  first  report  from  August  5,  1943  I  am  sending  you  attached  further 
documents  relating  dispatch  of  packages  from  Portugal  to  Poland.  (The  situation  from 
October  1943): 

1)  The  list  of  acknowledged  packages 

2)  The  list  of  not  handed  over  packages 

3)  Analysis  of  the  above-mentioned  lists 

4)  Copy  of  the  translated  letter  of  Mr.  Schmitzek  from  October  30,  1943 

5)  The  copy  of  the  letter  from  Andrychow  and  Krakow  about  which  mentioned  Mr. 
Schmitzek  in  the  points  II  and  III 

6)  The  copies  of  the  letters  of  Dr.  Weichert, 
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I  must  emphasize  that  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Schmitzek  (-Attache  of  the  Polish 
government  in  Portugal)  sending  packages  to  individual  addresses  and  to 
Judentrats,  is  in  the  opinion  of  Schwarz-  the  delegate  of  the  Joint-  too 
optimistic.  Dr.  Schwarz  is  of  the  opinion  that  besides  Unterstiizungsstelle  in 
Krakow  it  is  pointless.  In  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Schwarz  that  finds  its  acknowledgment 
in  the  news  which  came  from  Lisbon  in  the  first  days  of  December,  namely  Joint, 
received  letter  from  the  “Commission  Mixte”.  They  sent  packages  to  100  persons  with 
a  request  of  examining  by  International  Red  Cross  if  the  packages  were  handed.  The 
answer  of  the  “Commision  Mixte”  is  following 

“We  regret  to  inform  you  that  due  to  recent  changes  it  has  became 
impossible  to  control  the  arrival  of  individual  packages  addressed  to  the 
Jews  in  Poland” 

To  the  Unterstiirzungsstelle  in  Krakow  were  sent  for  a  test  1000  packages  and  if  the 
result  will  be  successful,  5,000  to  10,000  packages  will  be  sent  monthly 
We  attach  a  copy  of  Mr.  Weichert's  letter  from  Krakow  from  5.6.43  and  24.9.43  that 
are  documents  exceptionally  valuable  acknowledging  that,  nevertheless,  in  the  matter 
of  our  miserable  brothers  something  concrete  is  being  done, 

Alas,  the  last  news  acknowledged  that  again  Judische  Unterstiitzungsstelle  in  Krakow 
was  liquidated  and  that  Dr.  Weichert  was  deported. 

All  my  steps  undertaken  until  now  by  our  government  in  order  to  find  out  the  lot  of 
Weichert,  Salpeter,  Dr.  Hilfstein  and  Dr.  Zimmerman  and  Dr.  Tisch  gave  no  results.  I 
continue  my  efforts 

The  attached  docmnents  will  serve  only  for  your  use  and  the  name  mentioned  in  the 
letter  should  not  be  published. 

Yours  sincerely 
Dr.  I.  Schwarzbart”15 

4.  Notes  from  the  interview  of  the  representatives  the  of  British  Jews  with  the  Polish 
Minister  of  Labor  and  Social  Welfare,  Mr.  M.  Stanczyk,  London,  Friday  July 
21,1944: 

“His  Excellency  M.  Stanczyk  received  for  interview  Mr.  A  G.  Brotman  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Deputies  of  British  Jews  and  Mr.  M.  Stephany,  Secretary  of  the  Central 
Council  for  Jewish  Refugees,  at  04.30  p.m.  on  Friday,  21  July,  at  43  Lowndess  Square, 
S.W.  1. 

“Dispatch  of  Parcels  to  Krakow  Unterstiitzungsstelle: 

Mr.  Brotman  recalled  that  with  the  help  of  Mr.  M.  Stanczyk  arrangements  had  been 
made  towards  the  end  of  1942  for  the  dispatch  of  food  parcels  from  Lisbon  to  Jews  in 
the  Polish  ghettos.  This  scheme  had  been  possible  through  the  permission  given  by  the 
Ministry  of  Economic  Warfare  to  the  Board  of  Deputies  of  British  Jews,  to  transfer  a 
sum  of  3,000  English  pounds  per  month  through  the  Polish  Government  to  Lisbon, 
where  arrangements  for  the  dispatch  of  the  parcels  were  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Schmitzek, 
the  Polish  representative  in  Lisbon,  in  cooperation  with  the  representative  of  the  Joint 
Distribution  Committee  in  Lisbon-  (Dr.  Schwartz),  who  acted  there  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Deputies. 
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Circumstances  had  not  made  it  practicable  to  carry  out  the  scheme  to  the  full  extent, 
and  in  fact,  only  9,000  English  pounds  had  so  far  been  remitted  to  Lisbon  through  the 
Polish  Government.  Reports  that  had  been  received  by  the  Polish  Government 
and  by  the  Board  of  Deputies  from  Lisbon  indicated  that  only  a  portion  of 
the  parcels  had  reached  the  Jews,  and  that  within  recent  month  the  only 
comparatively  safe  destination  of  the  parcels  was  to  the  Krakow 
Unterstiitzungsstelle,  where  a  Jewish  Organization  was  in  existence  for  the 
distribution  of  the  parcels  received. 

Dr.  A.  Urbahski,  of  the  Polish  Ministry  of  Labor  and  Social  Welfare  had  written  on 
30th  May,  enclosing  copies  of  letters  from  Mr.  Schmitzek  concerning  the  dispatch  of 
food  parcels  to  the  Judishe  Unterstutzungstelle,  and  had  ended  his  letter  as  follows: 

“W e  asked  Mr.  Schimitzek,  after  reaching  an  understanding  with  Dr.  Schwartz  to  cease 
dispatch  of  parcels  to  J.U.S.” 

Mr.  D.  Hurwitz,  who  had  to  be  present  in  the  interview  with  Mr.  Stanczyk,  but  who 
had  been  prevented  to,  owing  to  his  immediate  departure  from  this  country,  had  sent  a 
letter  to  M.  Stanczyk  on  July  11th  urging  the  continuation  of  the  dispatch  of  parcels  to 
Krakow. 

A  letter  dated  14th  July  had  been  received  from  Dr.  Urbahski  indicating  that  the  Joint 
Distribution  Committee  was  making  inquiries  on  the  scheme,  but  in  the  meantime  had 
requested  Mr.  Schmitzek  to  continue  the  dispatch.  Mr.  Schmitzek,  it  was  stated  in  the 
letter,  had  asked  the  Polish  Minister  of  Labor  and  Social  Welfare  for  instructions,  and 
the  Board  of  Deputies  was  asked  to  decide  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  Brotmsn  said  that  he  felt  that  whilst  there  was  undoubtedly  a  leakage  to  the 
Germans  of  these  food  parcels  sent  to  Krakow  the  dispatch  should  be  continued 
because  a  substantial  number  of  Jews  were  in  fact  being  helped  thereby,  and  the  loss  to 
German  sources  was  an  inevitable  risk  that  had  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Stephany,  who  presented  the  organization  from  which  money  for  transfer  to  Lisbon 
had  been  made  available,  emphasized  that  desirability  in  all  the  circumstances,  of 
continuing  with  the  dispatch  of  parcels  to  Krakow. 

M.  Stanczyk  expressed  his  agreement  with  this  view  point  and  indicated  that  he  would 
give  instructions  that  the  dispatch  of  parcels  to  Krakow  should  be  continued  to  the 
fullest  extent  practicable.”16 

From  the  4  presented  above  documents,  transpires  clearly,  that  the  dispatch  of  the 
parcels,  gave  the  “world”,  another  indication  about  the  total  liquidation  of  the  Jews  in 
Poland.  Besides,  it  could  be  seen  that  even  from  the  £  3,000  per  month,  which  had 
been  appropriated  for  that  project,  only  £  9,000  in  total  had  been  transferred  for  that 
purpose  to  Lisbon,  by  the  Jewish  organizations.  It  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  bulk* 
of  dispatches  of  food  and  medicaments  had  been  sent  by  the  International  Red  Cross 
by  trains  from  Switzerland,  or  Sweden  to  Poland,  destined  for  the  whole  civil  non- 
German  population,  and  not  financed  by  the  Jewish  organizations  abroad!  So  we 
can  see  that  the  whole  Weichert's  affair  of  receiving  funds  from  the  Jewish 
organizations  abroad  was  a  storm  in  a  teacup—  much  ado  about  nothing.  And  from  the 
moment  that  J.U.S.  stopped  participating  in  dispatches  of  the  International  Red  Cross, 
which  by  the  way,  had  not  been  financed  by  the  Jewish  organizations,  everything 
went  to  R.G.O.  and  the  Polish  population  alone.  Not  10%,  and  not  even  3%  for  the 
Jews,  but  zero.  However  due  to  Weichert's  uncompromising  tenacity,  his  civil 
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courage  to  oppose  unreasonable  instructions  of  both  the  Polish  and  the  Jewish 
underground,  JUS  instead  of  being  dissolved  on  October  1943,  when  Arczynski  came 
to  meet  Weichert  equipped  with  Adolf  Borowski' s  instruction,  —handwritten  on  a 
piece  of  paper  with  a  pencil,  —continued  to  act  until  August  1944,  that  is  almost  a  year 
more,  and  during  that  time  the  camp  inmates  continued  to  receive  food  and 
medicaments  from  JUS.  Weichert  took  that  decision  in  spite  of  a  promise  of  R.P.Z.  to 
find  for  him  and  his  family  a  haven,  and  that  is  how  Edmund  Seyfried  the  head  of 
R.G.O.  in  Krakow  saw  the  refusal  of  Dr.  Weichert  to  leave  his  post: 

“The  witness:  Dr.  Weichert  besides  the  purely  humanitarian  motive  other  motives  of 
personal  nature  did  not  present.  In  the  decision  of  Dr.  Weichert  I  did  not  perceive 
absolutely  personal  advantages.  At  that  time  the  fate  of  each  Pole  was  insecure  the 
more  so  of  a  Jew.  His  position  gave  him  no  guarantees,  he  knew  too  much.  From  the 
other  side  the  underground  organization  offered  him  possibilities  much  more  far- 
reaching  like  hiding  or  going  abroad,  putting  to  his  disposal  unlimited  financial  means. 
That  was,  therefore,  from  the  personal  point  of  view,  much  more  advantageous 
proposition.  If  in  spite  of  all  he  did  not  accept  it,  he  was  directed  by  humanitarian 
motives.  We,  during  the  activity  of  R.G.O.  had  enough  sad  experiences,  no  papers  of 
German  authorities  gave  guarantees,  the  Germans  did  not  reckon  with  anybody  I 
myself  had  good  papers,  and  in  spite  of  that  was  for  2  months  under  arrest.” 

and  so  testified  Mr.  Edmund  Seyfried  the  head  of  R.G.O.  office  in  Krakow: 

“Personal  considerations  were  out  of  question,  what  concerned  Dr.  Weichert  was  the 
aid  to  the  interned.”18 

And  why  is  it  so  important  to  quote  Edmund  Seyfried?  Because  Arczynski,  the 
treasurer  of  RPZ,  and  the  main  fixer  of  that  affair,  saw  him  almost  as  an  oracle: 
“The  opinion  of  Dr.  Seyfried..  has,  after  all  a  special  meaning”19  (see  appendix  No. 
12).  However,  Arczynski,  as  usual  adopts  arbitrarily  the  role  of  a  spokesman  of 
others  in  order  to  shore  up  his  undertakings. 

Next  point  did  the  occupant  called  to  life  JUS  in  order  to  show  to  the 

foreign  countries  its  humanitarianism  in  general  and  especially  towards  the 

Jews? 


Dr.  Weichert  presented  to  the  Civic  Tribunal  a  document  from  November  18,  1942  in 
which  the  Gennan  Police  and  SS-command  in  Krakow  had  ordered  BuF  to  close  the  J.U.S., 
ignoring  the  possible  repercussions  abroad  of  the  recommended  action: 

“Consideration  of  foreign  policy  should  no  longer  set  the  standard  for  the  activity  of  a 
Jewish  aid  office  {Judische  Unterstuzungs telle)  when  we  are  striving  to  wrap  up  the 
entire  Jewish  action  (Judenaktion)  quickly.  Therefore  it  does  not  matter  whether 
consignments  from  abroad  for  Jews  are  acknowledged  by  international  forwarding 
organizations  anymore.  Knowledge  of  this  abroad  cannot  affect  us  as  there  will  soon  be 
no  more  Jews  in  the  Generalgouvemment  who  require  international  care.”20 

Aid  let  us  quote  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  the  chairman  the  Main  Commission  for 
Investigation  of  the  German  Crimes  in  Poland  Dr.  Jan  Sehn,  addressed  to  the  Civic 
Court  at  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Jews  in  Poland  on  December  16,  1949: 
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“In  the  course  of  my  activity  in  the  Commission  for  Investigation  of  the  German 
Crimes  in  Poland,  I  acquainted  myself  with  the  contents  of  the  collected  in  Poland,  and 
attained  from  abroad  materials  concerning  the  organization  of  the  occupational  the  so 
called  Generalgouvemment,  their  instructions,  the  active  in  its  territory  authorities, 
offices  and  institutions.  Among  those  materials  I  mention  for  instance:  the  files 
regarding  the  investigation  of  Dr.  Joseph  Buehler—  the  deputy  of  Frank,  the  head  of 
the  office  of  GG,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  containing  140  volumes;  the  files  regarding 
the  investigation  of  Burgsdorf  -the  former  governor  of  the  District  Krakow;  the  files 
regarding  the  investigation  of  Bopple-tlie  deputy  of  Buhler  and  the  former  Second 
Secretary  of  State;  the  diary  of  Frank,  containing  1 1,000  pages,  which  include  also  his 
declarations,  on  the  matter  of  Generalgouverment,  issued  also  outside  the  territory  of 
GG;  the  occupational  press  of  GG,  collected  in  the  only  photocopy  volume  under  the 
name:  “Bastion  des  Ostens,,-,,Bastion  of  the  East”;  announcements  of  the  German  press 
outside  of  GG  about  GG;-various  detached  documents,  many  other  files  and 
publications... 

The  procedures  of  diplomatic  activity  of  die  Nazi  Ministry  of  Inner  Affairs  starting 
from  24.1.1939  is  represented  in  details  in  the  materials,  compiled  in  the  volume  B.  86 
the  file  regarding  the  investigation  of  Buehler. 

hi  the  discussed  by  me  sources  I  did  not  find,  nevertheless,  any  materials  for  the 
internal  consumption  or  export,  in  which  any  Nazi  emphasized  or  even  mentioned  in  a 
primitive  way  die  humanitarian  treating  of  the  Jews  by  the  authorities  of  the  HI  Reich. 
Along  the  raging  and  die  unscrupulous  means  of  vulgar  propaganda,  piling  every  guilt 
and  every  blame  including  the  lack  of  bacon  (the  renown  announcement  of  Barre  from 
the  German  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Nourishment  about  the  pigs)  on  the  Jews,  as 
the  source  of  all -evil.  It  would  be,  therefore  for  every  Nazi  a  very  risky  undertaking, 
which  would  endanger  him  by  the  reproach  to  be  suspected  of  “Judenffeundlichkeit”  - 
Jewish  friendliness,  and  it  is  universady  known,  that  in  that  direction  the  Nazis  were 
not  taking  chances.  Whatever  semblance  of  the  human  treatment  of  the  Jews  or  creating 
for  diem  whichever  facdities  would  be  diametrically  opposed  with  the  propaganda,  the 
policy  and  the  activity  of  the  German  Party  in  that  section,  and  about  the  foreign 
opinion  regarding  those  matters  the  Nazis  did  not  bother.  The  evidence  to  it  may  be 
found  in  one  of  the  letters  of  the  commandant  of  the  so-called  SD  (Sicherdienst  des 
Reichsfuhrer-Security  Service  of  the  SS)  in  which  he  wrote  among  other  things,  the 
following: 

'...Es  lasst  sich  nicht  unterbinden  dass  das  Ausland  davon  erfahrt,  wenn  in  kurzer  Zeit 
keine  Juden  melir  in  G.G.  sind...'  ('One  should  not  let  himself  be  stopped  because  the 
foreign  country  will  learn  about  it  that  shortly  no  Jews  will  be  in  G.G') . 

Materials  which  could  include  whatever  reference  about  the  so  caded  Judische 
Untersttitzungstelle  or  its  existence  used  for  propaganda  aims  are  not  known  to  me.” 
(See  end.  13) 

Next  point  did  the  occupant  called  to  life  JUS  in  order  sow  further  tragic 

illusions  among  the  Jewish  society,  and  by  this  token  to  facilitate  the 

liquidation  of  the  remnants  in  the  camp? 

Only  a  sick  and  a  distorted  mind  could  arrive  into  a  conclusion  that  receiving  a  little 

soup  and  medicaments  for  the  camp  inmates  facilitated  liquidation  of  the  camp. 

Sticking  to  illusion  and  the  hope  for  survival  was  the  only  panacea  to  all  Jewish 

miseries  during  the  holocaust,  to  drag  on  another  day  of  their  wretched  existence,  and 
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even  if  in  most  cases  a  fallacious  one,  it  gave  the  Jews  in  many  cases  the  will  to 
persevere  and  survive.  Should  it  have  to  bee  taken  away  from  them? 

However  the  harmfulness  of  illusion  and  the  futility  of  helping  the  Jews  in  the  camp 
had  not  been  of  German  making,  but  came  from  the  Polish  underground  and  through 
them  to  their  Jewish  minions.  And  so  testified  Marek  Arczynski  the  treasurer  of  RPZ 
during  the  trial  against  Weichert,  adopting  the  role  off  KK's  spokesman: 

“The  Coordinating  Committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  coming  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Jews  in  the  camps,  prolongs  only  the  agony  of  the  dying 
Jewish  population.”21 

and  again  in  his  own  name: 

“I,  -as  a  social  activist,  acting  “sztabowo”  (by  orders  from  the 
headquarters)  and  from  above,  —could  not  approach  the  matter  from  that 
point  of  view,  if  he  (Weichert)  will  save  20-30  Jews,  but  abandon 
appropriate  attitude  towards  the  Nation  and  the  State.  Preserving  life  of  a 
few  persons  stood  in  no  proportion  to  it”22 

And  so  expressed  his  mind  Stanislaw  Dobrowolski,  the  head  of  the  Krakow' s  branch 
of  R  P  Z. : 

“I  regard  Dr.  Weichert  as  a  man  of  high  intellectual  standard  but  sometimes  the 
arguments  put  forward  by  him  aroused  in  me  disgust  and  disorientation,  I  could  not 
agree  with  the  opinion  that  for  saving  a  group  of  people  is  needed  so  far- 
reaching  compromise,  for  us  that  assistance  was  feeding  a  piglet  before 
slaughter,  prolonging  existence  of  the  Jews  who  from  the  beginning  were 
doomed  for  extermination.”23 

And  Adolf  Berman,  the  leader  ofZ.K.N.  member  ofKK  and  R.P.Z.: 

“Coordinating  Committee  like  RPZ  had  information  that  the  assistance  by  JUS  is 
coming  in  a  small  quantity  and  that  from  the  purely  charitable  point  of  view,  it  is  not 
very  essential.  On  the  other  hand  there  was  a  general  opinion  both  in  the  Polish 
and  Catholic  circles  that  carrying  activity  under  the  Jewish  shield  is  from  the 
national  point  of  view  a  crime.  That  opinion  was  so  prevailing  that  in  the  circles  of 

ZOB  was  a  proposition  to  execute  Dr.  Weichert.”24 

And  Stanislaw  Bagniewski,  alias  Yitzchak  Zukierman,  a  member  of  Z.K.N.  And 
Coordinating  Committee,  the  leader  of  Z.O.B.  and  the  one  who  masterminded  the  idea 
of  assassination  Dr.  Weichert: 

“Because  at  that  time  was  known  that  the  Germans  strive  to  the  complete  annihilation 
of  the  Jews,  and  only  the  element  remaining  outside  of  the  camps  could  still  be 
saved.  K.K.  and  before  all  Z.O.B.  which  was  its  shoulder  stood  on  the  position  that 
only  armed  onset  could  save  the  Jews  contained  in  the  camps.  In  such  conditions  the 

•  oc 

activity  of  Dr.  Weichert  we  considered  as  incomprehensible.  ’ 

And  Maria  Gorska  (alias  Miriam  Hochberg,  alias  Marianska,  who  did  not  return  to  her 
Jewish  name  after  the  war): 
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“Every  inmate  of  the  camp  who  one  day  received  cibazol,  on  the  second  day 
could  receive  injection  of  petrol,  in  such  condition  that  help  was  hopeless.”26 

Dr.  Weichert,  however,  was  of  another  opinion: 

“We  activists  of  J.U.S.  considered  that  it  should  not  be  permitted  to  strike  off  from  the 
register  of  human  being  living  people,  and  thought  that  as  long  the  man  is  living, 
everything  should  be  done,  in  order  to  sustain  him  alive. 

The  reason  and  conscience  commanded  close  cooperation  of  K.K.  with  J.U.S.  I  had 
solicited  about  that,  but  in  vain.  By  the  reason  to  me  altogether  incomprehensible  K.K. 
refused  accepting  from  me  for  free  979  pieces  of  clothes  and  underwear,  they  refused 
as  well  a  steady  sharing  in  medicines,  food  and  luxurious  articles  of  J.U.S.  at  the  time 
when  on  the  free  market,  the  price  of  one  piece  of  clothes  exceeded  several  times  the 
monthly  donation  from  relief  fund  of  R.P.Z.  The  Coordination  Committee  put  on  J.U.S. 
a  curse  and  unleashed  against  it  a  battue  in  the  country  and  abroad. 

The  interests  of  the  commonalty  of  the  Jews  demanded  using  all  possible  resources 
with  an  aim  of  preserving  alive  the  remnants  of  the  Jews  on  the  territory  of  G.G.  one  of 
those  possibilities  was  assistance  of  J.U.S.  If  functioning  of  J.S.S.  was  justified  in  the 
years  1941-1942,  when  there  still  existed  ghettos  and  mutual  and  alternative  help  was 
possible,  it  was  ten  times  more  justified  in  1943,  -under  the  new  name  JUS.  when  with 
liquidation  of  Ghettos,  and  transferring  the  remaining  Jews  to  the  labor  camps,  JUS 
became  the  only  source  of  assistance  for  the  Jews  imprisoned  in  the  camps.  If  rational 
was  declaration  of  K.K,  to  the  camp  prisoners:  ’’save  himself  whoever  can”  and  we 
know  how  rarely  anybody  succeeded  to  escape  from  the  camp,  and  we  know  what 
terrible  collective  retribution  had  to  paid  by  the  others  for  his  successful  or  even 
unsuccessful  attempt  of  escape- 10-50  human  being  put  to  death,  what  was  wrong  with 
organizing  a  steady  help  of  JUS,  material,  and  moral,  efficient  and  legal  to  the  tens 
thousands  of  the  imprisoned,  if  only  with  a  hope  that  some  of  them  will  remain  alive. 

Maintaining  that  help  was  for  a  moral  and  human  obligation.  Opposing  the  decision  of 
K.K.  I  knew  what  I  am  doing,  still  I  did  not  assumed  that  for  that  reason  I  will  have  to 
stand  trial,  accused  of  a  national  treason,  but  being  aware  of  mentality  of  the 
adversaries  of  their  relentlessness,  of  their  high-handedness,  of  their  vindictiveness  and 
of  their  pertinacity  I  could  expect  that.  In  order  to  weaken  my  argumentation  they  tried 
to  midermine  my  moral  integrity  in  the  country  and  abroad,  to  asperse  my  reputation 
the  eyes  the  Jewish  Society,  to  blot  out  the  attainment  of  many  years  of  my  earnest 
cultural  and  social  activity,  with  full  conscience  I  take  upon  myself  the  whole  odium. 
What  it  means  in  comparison  with  the  life  and  relief  for  the  thousands  of  Jews 
tormented  and  persecuted  in  the  camps. 

I  was  and  am  happy  that  I  could  contribute  to  the  extent  of  my  strength  and  ability  to 
relieve  the  lot,  in  the  last  months  of  the  life,  of  those  who  died  the  martyr’s  death,  and 
help  preserving  the  life  of  those  who  survived.  No  price  to  be  paid  seems  too  high. 
Neither  that  trial  in  which  I  have  to  defend  myself  against  monstrous  fabricated  stories, 
nor  the  ten  month  imprisonment,  and  not  the  pillory  of  the  public  opinion  will  break  my 
conviction  that  what  I  have  done  is  right.  I  looked  on  the  people  who  were  dying  from 
hunger,  exhaustion,  diseases,  cold,  and  if  J.U.S.  could  even  little  relieve  their  pain, 
loneliness  and  misery,  for  me  that  is  the  greatest  award.  And  J.U.S.  had  more  than  a 
little,  it  possessed  medicines,  food,  dressing  materials,  and  a  legal  way  to  supply  it  to 
those  poor  people.  The  Germans  could  withhold  that  activity  any  moment  but  as  long 
as  it  existed,  I  had  the  moral  obligation  to  carry  it  on. 
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There  were  in  1943  maybe  two  different  ways  of  saving  the  Jews  one  the  passive  and 
the  other  the  belhgerent  one.  But  there  was  only  one  aim—  that  is  making  every  effort 
to  save  the  Jews,  and  in  that  aspect  J.U.S.  was  a  bridgehead  in  the  attempt  to  foil  or 
weaken  the  German  attempt  of  total  destruction.  Being  offered  by  K.K.  a  sanctuary  for 
me  and  my  family  I  rejected  it  as  long  as  I  could,  putting  in  peril  my  and  my  family 
life,  I  could  not  desert  my  post,  and  forsake  the  people  who  were  dependent  on  me,  and 
only  through  me  could  receive  help...”27 

Next  point  did  the  occupant  called  to  life  JUS  in  order  take  over  the  sent  article  f 

for  itself? 


During  the  trial  against  Dr.  Weichert  testified  Dr.  Aleksander  Bieberstein: 

“The  chairman:  were  the  Germans  taking  for  themselves  the  medicaments  and  in  what 
amount. 

The  witness:  taking  of  medicaments,  which  were  brought  for  the  Jews,  was  out  of 
question.  If  it  concerned  Plaszow,  I  myself  had  been  taking  the  medicaments  directly 
from  the  dispensary.”28 

And  Dr.  Leon  Steinberg: 

“The  chairman:  did  the  Gennans  take  away  some  medicaments  of  J.U.S. ? 

The  witness:  all  dispatches  of  medicaments,  I  myself  was  receiving,  they  did  not  reach 
the  German  hands.  The  Germans  were  not  availing  from  them.  There  was  a  prohibition 
for  the  Germans  to  avail  themselves  from  the  medical  assistance  of  the  prisoners.  All 
food  products,  which  we  received  from  J.U.S.  like  pea,  flour,  cereals,  marmalade,  lump 
sugar,  condensed  milk,  milk  powder,  went  straightway  to  the  camp  kitchen  and  there 
use  was  also  imder  my  control.  Besides  the  legal  and  the  official  assistance.  Dr. 
Weichert  arranged  through  his  mediation,  many  things  for  respective  people,  like 
packages  money,  letters  from  the  city  to  the  camp  and  back.”29 

And  Itzhak  Szmulewicz: 

“The  accused:  did  the  Germans  take  some  medicaments  from  dispensary,  or  if  the 
medicaments  brought  to  the  camp  were  passing  through  the  German  hands? 

The  witness:  the  Germans  in  our  camp  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  medicaments,  and 
took  nothing.”30 

And  Dr.  Chaim  Hilfstein: 

“I  remember  the  awful  epidemic  of  spotted-fever  in  Julag  I,  II,  III  near  Plaszow,  when 
only  by  supplying  medicines,  most  of  the  inmates  were  saved  from  a  certain  death.  A 
great  relief  for  the  sick  on  diabetes  brought  supply  of  insulin.  With  each  new  transport 
of  medicines  of  J.U.S.  ...  improved  the  health  condition  of  the  inmates  in  the  camp  on 
Jerozolimska  or  Zablocie  and  other  camps,  and  especially  with  the  provision  of  bread 
baked  from  the  flour,  and  other  food  products  like  macaroni,  canned  food,  and  nutrients 
all  supplied  by  J.U.S.  If  not  some  corrupt  practices  of  the  management,  the  results 
could  have  been  even  better.”31 

Dr.  Chaim  Hilfstein  speaks  about  “corrupt  practices  of  the  management”,  we  also 
learn  about  corrupt  practices  in  the  camp  from  the  testimony  of  Wilek  Markiewicz: 
“Commandant  of  the  labor  camp  was  stealing  from  us  “fasunek”  (rations)  from  JUS.” 
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However  he  and  both  of  his  parents  survived.  .  Let  us,  however,  assume  the  worst 
that  the  Germans  did  take  some  part  for  themselves,  had  that  to  be  the  reason  to  stop 
activity  of  JUS  and  cut  off  the  supply  to  the  camps?  Was  not  Mr.  Brotman-the 
representative  of  British  Jewry  rather  right?: 

“Mr.  Brotmsn  said  that  he  felt  that  whilst  there  was  undoubtedly  a  leakage  to  the 
Germans  of  these  food  parcels  sent  to  Krakow  the  dispatch  should  be  continued 
because  a  substantial  number  of  Jews  were  in  fact  being  helped  thereby,  and  the  loss  to 
German  sources  was  an  inevitable  risk  that  had  to  be  taken.” 

Next  point  did  the  articles  sent  from  abroad  reach  the  proper  addresses  (the 

Jews  in  the  camps)?: 

Dr.  M.  Weichert  in  his  defense  in  the  trial: 

“On  March  1943  JUS  has  renewed  its  activity  under  supervision  of  BuF.  Its  activity 
was  limited  to  distribution  of  gifts  sent  from  abroad  to  the  camps.  In  April  I  could 
resume  the  activity  when  to  our  part  fell  allotment  of  15,000  kg.  of  medicaments  and 
nutrients.  I  succeeded  then  to  achieve  consent  of  SS,  and  Polizeifiiherer  of  the  Krakow 
District  for  the  direct  contact  with  the  camps  of  that  district.  After  long  negotiation  and 
intervention  of  BuF,  the  SS  und  Polizeifuhrer  of  Radom  District,  in  which  found 
themselves  the  greatest  number  of  Jewish  camps,  agreed  that  the  milk  and  other  gifts  I 
will  supply  directly  to  those  camps,  and  only  the  correspondence  through  him.  ..  .  Even 
that  the  permission  referred  only  to  medicaments  I  ventured  to  widen  it  to  food,  clothes, 
nutrients,  disinfecting,  chirurgic  and  surgical  materials.  Besides,  I  supplied  to  the  camp 
in  Krakow  and  vicinity,  flour  for  baking  bread,  and  bread  in  great  quantities,  baked  in 
three  bakeries  in  the  city.  The  flour  I  had  been  buying  by  mediation  of  R.G.O.,  which 
was  selling  on  the  free  market,  luxurious  articles,  as  sardines,  figs,  coffee,  tee.  etc.  sent 
to  JUS  from  abroad.  Before  the  authorities  we  belied  that  transaction  as  swapping. 
Upon  which  condition  we  performed  that  “swapping”  lets  serve  an  example,  that  for  1 
kg  of  tee  I  have  received  600  kg  of  flour,  which  produced  after  baking  840  kg  bread, 
and  for  a  small  can  of  sardines  of  the  weight  0,12  kg,  15  kg  flour  that  is  21  kg  bread. 
The  bread  supplied  cost-free  to  the  camp  brought  also  to  extensive  reduction  in  the 
price  of  bread  in  the  free  trade  in  the  camp.  And  so  the  price  for  2  kg  bread  in  the  camp 
of  Plaszow  in  September  1943  after  introducing  the  first  transports  from  fell  from  100 
to  25  zlotys  and  even  20... besides  the  legal  activity  I  developed  a  wide  conspiratorial 
activity.  I  had  served  as  go-between  the  Jews  on  the  camps  and  their  Polish  friends  in 
the  camp  by  bringing  them  money  and  other  articles,  which  the  Jews  left  behind,  and 
distributing  correspondence  between  the  Jews  interned  in  different  camps  and  their 
Polish  friends.”33 

Natan  Stern  in  his  testimony  in  the  trial  against  of  Weichert: 

“From  March  13,  1943,  when  we  were  brought  to  the  camp  of  Plaszow,  till  September 
1,  1943,  part  of  the  interned,  namely  those  who  worked  in  the  posts  in  the  cities,  ate  in 
the  city,  and  were  bringing  even  food  to  their  families  in  the  camp.  From  September  2, 
1943  the  situation  changed  radically.  The  camp  was  tightly  closed,  nobody  went 
outside  to  work,  and  smuggling  into  the  camp  fell  to  minimum.  The  first  who  brought 
bread  to  the  camp  was  J.U.S.,  already  on  September  the  5th  or  the  6th  a  cart  full  of 
bread  drove  into  the  camp,  and  caused  tremendous  relief  in  the  nourishment.  Not  only 
part  of  the  inmates,  received  free  of  charge  bread  from  J.U.S.,  but  the  price  of  a  loaf  of 
bread,  (smuggled  into  the  camp)  which  before  amounted  to  100  zlotys  fell  to  25  or  even 
20  zlotys.”34 
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Dr.  Aleksander  Bieberstein  in  his  testimony  in  the  trial  against  of  Weichert: 

“On  March  13,  1943  I  was  displaced  from  the  Jewish  quarters  to  the  camp  in  Plaszow, 
from  there  I  was  sent  to  the  factory  of  cables,  where  also  was  a  camp  for  the  Jews,  I 
worked  there  in  the  character  of  a  physician.  I  did  not  find  there  the  smallest  trace  of 
medicaments.  I  informed  Dr.  Weichert  in  a  secrete  way  that  the  camp  is  completely 
devoid  of  medicaments.  I  received  immediately  the  demanded  medical  resources.  Later 
I  was  again  transferred  to  the  camp  in  Plaszow,  where  I  worked  in  the  camp  hospital. 
There  the  medicaments  were  never  lacking.  Whenever  Dr.  Weichert  was  informed  that 
something  is  needed,  he  immediately  was  sending  the  medicaments.  I  assert  that  if  not 
the  help  of  Dr.  Weichert  no  medical  treatment  would  be  possible  at  all.  That  medical 
assistance  not  only  was  needed,  but  due  to  it  many  people  are  alive  today.  That  is  my 
deep  conviction.  Besides  the  medicaments  we  were  receiving  in  the  camp  for  the  sick, 
special  nutrients  like  condensed  milk,  lacto-protein,  milk  powder  and  so  on.  In  the 
camp  were  also  the  so  called  J.U.S.-soup,  which  were  destined  to  nourish  the  sick,  and 
from  which  availed  themselves  also  others,  like  hard-working  persons  and  the 

personnel  of  the  hospital . The  assistance  of  J.U.S.  was  absolutely  necessary.  I  would 

rather  accuse  Dr.  Weichert,  if  he  would  abandon  the  assistance.  From  no  other  side 
did  we  receive  assistance.  On  October  15,  1944  we  were  evacuated  to  Gross-Rosen, 
and  from  there  we  were  sent  to  Briinnlitz.  The  first  medicaments  from  which  we 
availed  ourselves  were  the  medicaments  of  J.U.S. ,  it  came  from  that  firm  for  enameling 
in  which  we  worked,  and  was  transferred  from  Krakow.  In  Krakow  in  that  firm  also 
worked  Jews  who  were  encamped  in  Plaszow.  To  that  post  J.U.S.  also  supplied 
medicaments.  When  the  firm  was  packing  their  equipment  they  took  with  them  those 
medicaments,  which  rendered  us  later  enormous  service  and  served  us  till  the  end  of  the 
war  in  May  1 945 . 

The  accused:  I  would  like  to  clarify  that  in  the  anticipation  for  evacuation  of  that  firm  I 
allotted  to  them  quadruple  amount  of  monthly  ration  of  medicines. 

The  chairman:  how  do  you  know  that  those  medicaments  derived  from  J.U.S. 

The  witness:  all  medicaments  of  J.U.S.  were  stamped  several  times  with  the  stamps  of 

J.U.S.”35 

Mieczyslaw  Pamper  in  his  testimony  in  the  trial  against  of  Weichert: 

“Dr.  Weichert  I  met  in  the  years  1943-1944  in  the  camp  of  Plaszow.  Dr.  Weichert  was 
coming  almost  from  the  first  moment  trying  to  establish  contact  with  the  German 
authorities  of  the  camp,  in  order  to  receive  permission  to  bring  gifts  to  the  camp.  He 
confronted  considerable  difficulties  on  behalf  of  the  German  authorities  and  the  Jewish 
policemen,  the  lasts  trying  to  influence  unfavorably  the  commandant  of  the  camp, 
special  difficulties  created  the  chief  commandant  of  the  Jewish  police  Chilowicz.  The 
commandant  of  the  camp  wanted  to  restrict  the  activity  of  JUS.  Then  Dr.  Weichert  tried 
to  carry  on  the  activity  without  agreement  with  commandant,  by  establishing  direct 
contacts  with  the  lower  German  functionaries,  with  whom  it  was  easier  to  come  into 
agreement.  They  let  every  cart  of  J.U.S.  enter  the  camp  without  controlling  its  contents, 
I  remember  that  after  taking  over  the  supervision  of  the  camp  by  central  authorities 
from  Berlin,  the  commandant  gave  instruction  not  to  let  Dr.  Weichert  enter  to 
Schutzhaftlager  that  is  to  the  living  quarter  of  the  inmates  in  the  camp.  Weichert  had  to 
do  everything  through  the  German  physician  in  headquarters  of  the  camp.  Dr.  Weichert 
circumvented  that  instruction,  and  under  pretext  of  making  some  orders  in  the 
workshops  of  the  camp  was  reaching  Schutzhaftlager,  and  there  came  into  contact  with 
the  inmates  whom  he  supplied  gifts,  money  and  letters.  Civil  persons  coming  to  the 
camp  had  to  receive  at  the  gate  a  pass  and  in  the  assistance  of  the  German  sentry  were 
entering  the  camp.  Here  again  Dr.  Weichert  circumvented  that  instruction,  because 
going  to  the  workshop,  he  was  leaving  the  sentry  at  the  inner  gate,  near  the  living 
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quarters  of  the  inmates  and  had  opportunity  to  contact  the  inmates  without  a  control.  To 
the  concentration  camp,  came  once  an  instruction  that  the  camp  cannot  rely  on  the 
supply  of  medicines  from  SS.  Then  the  commandant  of  the  camp  gave  an  instruction 
allowing  availing  themselves  from  the  assistance  of  J.U.S. 

The  chairman:  what  was  the  relation  of  the  inmates  to  J.U.S.? 

The  witness:  the  inmates  in  Plaszow,  who  were  exposed  to  be  the  prey  of  the  German 
bandits,  languished  for  any  assistance.  For  them  did  not  matter  from  where  that  aid  will 
come.  That  assistance  was  absolutely  necessary,  both  in  the  medical  and  in  the 

nourishment  field.  Besides,  it  had  bearing  on  reducing  prices  of  food  in  the  camp . 

In  one  case  a  working  column  “Bonarka”  composed  of  50  men,  was  searched  on  their 
return  to  the  camp  from  their  work  in  the  city.  Food  was  found,  on  some  of  them, 
which  they  brought  for  their  families  in  the  camp.  As  a  punishment  the  whole  group 

•2  fi 

was  shot  down  all  50  people.” 

Dr.  Leon  Steinberg  in  his  testimony  in  the  trial  against  of  Weichert: 

“With  Dr.  Weichert  I  came  across  during  my  stay  in  the  camp  Szebnia.  When  I  came 
there  I  did  find  anything,  neither  medical  equipment,  nor  instruments  nor  medicaments. 
Because  I  knew  the  institution,  which  was  directed  by  Dr.  Weichert,  I  applied  to  him 
through  the  camp  authorities  for  allotment  of  medicaments,  attaching  a  list.  And  really 
after  2-3  weeks,  I  received  a  delivery  of  medicaments  according  to  my  list,  and  in 
addition  nutrients  like  condensed  milk  etc.  That  allowed  me  to  place  the  medical 
assistance  on  a  proper  level,  and  to  extend  to  the  prisoners  an  efficient  assistance. 
Without  those  medicaments  I  would  not  be  able  to  help  those  prisoners.  ...That  lasted 
11  months.  Later  the  camp  was  liquidated,  and  I  was  transferred  to  the  camp  in 
Plaszow.  From  here  I  was  sent  to  the  camp  Nachrichtengeratelager.  I  had  to  organize 
there  everything  from  anew  and  did  it  with  the  assistance  of  J.U.S.  from  where  I 
received  a  whole  range  of  needful  by  me  medicaments.  The  work  in  that  camp  was 
very  hard.  The  prisoners  worked  in  loading  and  unloading  heavy  military  equipment 
and  materials.  The  food  ration  was  obviously  insufficient.  If  there  would  be  no  food 
assistance  from  JUS  the  people  would  not  be  able  to  withstand  the  hardship  of  that 
camp.  Dr.  Weichert  was  visiting  often  the  camp,  and  on  my  request,  increased  the 
donations  on  behalf  of  the  inmates.  Each  visit  of  Dr.  Weichert  in  the  camp  was  for  us,  a 
moral  injection,  because  he  always  had  for  us  strong  words  of  encouragement  like: 
“keep  well,  the  liberation  is  near”,  that  elevated  the  spirit  of  us  all.  Besides  I  was  also 
visiting  the  camp  Deutsche  Emailwarenfabrik  in  Zablocie  as  a  specialist  for  women 
diseases.  And  in  that  camp  I  had  also  possibility  to  avail  myself  from  the  medicaments 
of  J.U.S.”37 

Itzhak  Szmulewicz  in  his  testimony  in  the  trial  against  of  Weichert: 

“The  chairman:  did  you  receive  some  gifts  from  J.U.S.? 

The  witness:  in  our  camp  Julag  I,  broke  up  an  epidemic  of  spotted  fever,  there  had  been 
500  sick,  I  was  receiving  all  the  medicaments,  sometimes  even  2-3  times  daily.  Dr. 
Weichert  himself  was  bringing  the  medicaments  to  the  camp.  Besides,  we  were 
receiving  in  great  number  nutrients  bread,  flour,  shoes  and  clothes.  The  assistance  was 
very  efficient. 

The  accused:  would  it  be  possible  to  overcome  that  epidemic  without  those 
medicaments? 

The  witness:  out  of  question 

The  accused:  is  it  true  that  the  epidemic  was  kept  secrete  before  the  commandant  of  the 
main  camp:  Goth? 

The  witness:  yes.  The  commandant  of  the  camp  Muhler  promised  that  Goth  will  not 
know  about  supply  of  such  great  amount  of  medicaments  for  battling  the  epidemic. 
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otherwise  we  would  all  perish.  After  the  liquidation  of  the  camp  in  Julag,  I  was 
transferred  to  the  camp  in  Plaszow,  and  from  there  to  the  camp  in  Skarzysko 
Kamienna.  And  there  we  were  receiving  from  JUS  bread,  flour,  and  clothes  and  before 
all  medicaments.  Besides,  Dr.  Weichert  was  bringing  all  the  time  back  and  forth  letters 
between  me  and  my  son,  who  was  in  the  camp  of  Plaszow. 

After  completing  his  testimony  the  witness  bowed  down  before  the  accused  and  told: 
“we  thank  you  for  our  life”,  on  which  the  accused  pointing  to  his  bench  answered:  “that 
is  my  thanks”38 

Dr.  Chaim  Hilfstein  from  his  deposition  in  the  trial  against  of  Weichert: 

“I  remember  the  awful  epidemic  of  spotted-fever  in  Julag  I,  II,  ID  near  Plaszow,  when 
only  by  supplying  medicines,  most  of  the  inmates  were  saved  from  a  certain  death.  A 
great  relief  for  the  sick  on  diabetes  brought  supply  of  insulin.  With  each  new  transport 
of  medicines  of  J.U.S.  ...  improved  the  health  condition  of  the  inmates  in  the  camp  on 
Jerozolimska  or  Zablocie  and  other  camps,  and  especially  with  the  provision  of  bread 
baked  from  the  flour,  and  other  food  products  like  macaroni,  canned  food,  and  nutrients 
all  supplied  by  J.U.S.  If  not  some  corrupt  practices  of  the  management,  the  results 
could  have  been  even  better.’”9 

Dr.  Eliash  Tisch  in  his  testimony  in  the  trial  against  of  Weichert: 

“Die  assistance  extended  by  Weichert  to  the  camps  and  their  miserable  tenants  was 
expedient,  effective  and  indispensable,  because  it  helped  many  people  on  the  abyss  of 
misery  to  survive  and  rescue  their  life.  That  relates  both  to  the  material  help  in  the 
sphere  of  nourishment  and  medical  care,  and  to  the  moral  one  by  providing  information 
about  the  nearest  and  acquaintances  and  keep  correspondence  with  them.  I  do  not 
doubt,  that  many  people  owe  their  survival  to  Weichert.  The  activity  of  Dr.  Weichert 
found  full  support  of  the  people  behind  the  camp  wires”40 

Report  of  activity  of  RPZ-Krakow  from  May  43 -p.  13 

“The  action  of  nourishment  (in  the  camp  of  Plaszow  near  Krakow).  Already  now  the 
Council  has  possibility  to  supply  food,  for  the  inhabitants  of  barracks  in  a  legal 
way.  Because  the  German  authorities  agreed  on  nourishment  from  voluntarily 
sources  by  mediation  ...  of  the  only  still  recognized  Mr.  W.  as  acknowledging 
receipt  of  the  gifts  from  the  neutral  foreign  countries,  after  all,  of  not  great  amount  of 
medicaments,  and  luxurious  articles,  like  sardines  or  wines.  Not  reaching,  in  principle 
the  addressees.  The  need  for  the  action  of  nourishment  is  burning.  The  daily 
nourishment  in  the  barracks  is  limited  to  watery  soup  twice  a  day  and  180  gram  of 
bread.  From  the  nourishment  in  the  working  places,  or  in  an  illegal  way  of  purchase 
avail  themselves  about  20%,  which  steadily  decreases  in  the  result  of  exhaustion  of 
means  and  final  financial  means,  and  disappearing  opportunity  to  earn  something  from 
occasional  works.  In  order  to  save  the  80%  from  a  lingering  starvation,  they  should  be 
given  as  minimum  once  daily  a  nourishing  soup,  and  a  piece  of  bread.  The  cost  of  such 
meal  on  a  free  market,  in  addition  to  the  transport  costs  and  bribing  costs  amounts  to  10 
zlotys  per  person,  which  makes  up  a  sum  of  270,000  zlotys  monthly. 

To  summarize,  the  need  of  R.P.Z.-  Krakow  for  the  month  of  June  amounts,  without  a 
provincial  action,  amounts  to  a  sum  of  320,000  zlotys.”41 

We  see  that  R.P.Z.-  Krakow  was  too  shy  to  call  Weichert  by  his  full  name,  calling 
him  “Mr.  W  ”  However  from  this  report  of  RPZ,  -the  same  RPZ  that  played  the  main 
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role  in  the  attempt  to  liquidate  JUS,  -it  is  clear  that  the  only  person,  who  had  access 
to  the  camp  of  Plaszow  was  Dr.  Weichert. 

Stanislaw  Dobrowolski  the  chairman  of  RPZ-Krakow  admits  that  also  halfheartedly 
during  his  testimony: 

“hi  the  light  of  our  report  KK  decided,  in  spite  of  assessment  of  usefulness  of 
diminutive  assistance  to  the  camp,  to  liquidate  the  activity  of  JUS 

And: 

“At  the  beginning  I  was  convinced  about  necessity  of  two  pronged  action  of  the 
assistance  towards  the  Jews  that  is  a  legal  and  illegal  one  testified  Stanislaw 
Dobrowolski,  the  head  of  Krakow's  branch  of  R.P.Z.,  during  the  trial 42 


We  read  also  in  the  minutes  of  R.P.Z.  from  7. 11.43: 

“The  Chairman  RPZ  Krakow  can  sporadically  carry  on  consultation  privately 
with  Dr.  W.  in  the  sphere  of  rescuing  a  man. 

The  materials  (medicaments  and  nutrients)  destined  for  Jewish  society,  finding 
themselves  in  the  magazines  of  RGO,  and  sent  for  disposal  R.P.Z.  decided,  after 
covering  the  needs  of  R.P.Z. -Krakow,  to  dispatch  to  Warsaw,  and  here  to 
distribute  among  the  “charges”43 

And  in  the  report  of  “Lukowski”  -Marek  Arczynski,  the  treasurer  of  R.P.Z.  from  28.3.44: 
“Report 

From  the  meeting  in  Krakow  in  the  days  20,22,  and  23,  03.1944  on  the  matter  of 
relation  of  JUS  to  KK  and  RPZ  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  W.  (Weichert-my  addition). 
Director  Seifert  from  RGO,  the  members  of  RPZ  in  Krakow:  Stanislaw  (Dobrowolski) 
and  Zegocinski  and  the  undersigned  (“Lukowski”-Aj-czyhski)  as  a  member  of  RPZ- 
Warsaw.... 

hi  the  initial  phase  of  “liquidation”  of  the  magazine  of  JUS,  two  months  ago,  I  availed 
myself  from  the  sojourn  of  Mrs.  Ewa  in  Krakow  to  take  from  the  magazines  of  JUS  for 
Warsaw  one  not  great  dispatch  of  medicaments  and  nutrients,  and  at  present  on 
17.03.44,  in  the  same  way — the  second  dispatch,  which  RPZ  will  distribute  according 
to  its  own  competence 

The  sums  sent  to  Plaszow  through  RPZ  Krakow,  and  in  turn  by  JUS  could  be 
further  sent,  however  it  is  needed  to  clarify  to  Dr.  Weichert  that  he  serves  only  an 
accommodation  box. 

Lukowski,  Warsaw  28.3.44”44  (See  appendix  No.  12) 

There  was  also  nothing  wrong  using  the  services  of  Dr.  Weichert,  to  help  the  Polish 
inmates,  and  so  wrote  Teresa  Prekerowa  in  her  book: 

“The  chairman  of  R.P.Z.  in  Krakow-Stanislaw  W.  Dobrowolski,  having  had  previous 
contacts  with  Dr.  Weichert,  renewed  it  soon,  which  allowed  him  to  avail  himself  from 
the  “channel”  of  JUS  for  reaching  respective  labor  camps,  and  especially  the  camp  of 

Plaszow.”45 
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And  so  testified  Stanistaw  Dobrowolski,  the  head  of  the  Krakow' s  branch  of  R.P.Z.: 

4cWith  regard  to  availing  myself  of  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Weichert  in  the  supply  of 
correspondence  and  money,  I  admit  that  we  availed  ourselves  from  it  several  times.”46 

And  so  testified  Mr.  Edmund  Seyfried  the  head  of  R.G.O.  office  in  Krakow: 

“He  first  reached  the  camp  in  Plaszow,  later  he  connected  me  with  the  deputy  of  the 
commandant  of  the  camp,  by  which  he  enabled  R.G.O.,  the  thing  of  extraordinary 
importance,  namely  regular  supply  of  food  for  the  Poles  in  the  Plaszow  camp. 

He  also  helped  me  to  reach  the  prison  on  Montelupi,  where  we  could  not  send  packages 
till  that  moment,  even  that  we  had  official  permission  on  the  paper.”47 

And  again  Mr.  Edmund  Seyfried,  in  his  deposition  presented  to  the  Civic  Court  in 
Warsaw: 

“I  must  emphasize  that  Dr.  Weichert  advised  me  how  to  extend  assistance  to  the  Poles 
interned  in  the  camp  in  Szebnie  near  Jaslo,  and  helped  me  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
in  sending  food  packages  to  the  prison  in  Montelupi.  Dr.  Weichert  by  his  connections 
enabled  RGO  to  supply  3,000  kg  bread  weekly  to  the  Polish  inmates  in  the  camp  of 
Plaszow,  and  provide  three  times  a  week  hot  soup,  to  the  Polish  sick  inmates  in  the 


Now  let  us  examine  if  there  was  alternative  to  Weichert  and  JUS  in  the  camps,  here  I  will 

again  quote  the  report  of  RPZ  Krakow  from  May  1943,  p.l  1: 

“In  view  of  the  deportation  from  Krakow  of  about  4  Vi  thousand  Jews  to  localities 
finding  themselves  in  the  District  Radom,  and  that  to  Skarzysko,  Starachowice, 
Ostrowiec,  and  Pionek,  became  urgent  the  matter  of  preserving  contacts  with  the 
deported  people.  The  more  so,  that  series  of  persons  from  all  that  group  possess  in 
Krakow,  allocated  with  their  Polish  acquaintances  and  friends  many  things  of  clothing 
and  also  valuables,  which  not  once  they  will  need  in  the  new  location.  With  that  aim 
efforts  had  been  made  to  establish  mutual  contacts  and  at  present  to  maintain  contact 
with  Skarzysko,  which  in  the  nearest  time,  will  widen  and  enfold  all  above-mentioned 
centers.  The  matter  of  a  wider  access  to  Plaszow  camp  (Krakow)  meets  all  the  time 
with  difficulties  by  reason  of  strong  control,  complete  separation  of  the  camp,  not 
allowing  (the  inmates)  to  leave  the  camp  outside,  and  also  not  allowing  entrance  of 
persons  into  the  territory  of  the  camp.  That  situation  is  still  more  aggravated  by  a  the 
psychological  attitude  of  persons  shut  in  the  camp,  and  simultaneous  presence  on  the 
territory  of  the  camps  tens  of  Germans  agents  and  denunciators,  in  the  result  of  which 
prevails  universal  fear  of  one  person  before  the  other.”49 

Report  of  activity  of  RPZ-Krakow  from  May  43 -p.  15: 

“In  the  camp  of  Plaszow  the  main  tyrant  and  a  sadist  is  Goth,  and  his  assistance  Haase, 
the  last  liquidator  of  the  camp  in  Tamow  and  Bochnia,  and  previously  in  Nowe  Sqcze. 

On  15.9.1943  was  shot  a  group  of  56  persons  for  bringing  food  (bread)  to  the 
camp,  on  16.9  had  been  shot  28  persons,  onl 8.9.43  44  persons,  on  19.943  -57  persons 
mainly  elders,  for  escape  of  two  young  Jews,  on  9.10.43  -50  persons  chosen  at  a 
random  from  the  whole  group  (as  punishment)  for  escape  of  a  young  woman.  As  a  rule 
for  one  escaped  person  from  the  camp  are  shot  50  persons.  For  that  reason  in  the  whole 
camp  prevails  universal  opinion  condemning  escape  of  anyone,  and  the  attitude  of 
individuals  is,  rather,  for  remaining  in  the  camp.”50 
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Mieczyslaw  Pamper: 

The  witness:  the  inmates  in  Plaszow,  who  were  exposed  to  be  the  prey  of  the  German 
bandits,  languished  for  any  assistance.  For  them  did  not  matter  from  where  that  aid  will 
come.  That  assistance  was  absolutely  necessary,  both  in  the  medical  and  in  the 

nourishment  field.  Besides,  it  had  bearing  on  reducing  prices  of  food  in  the  camp . 

hi  one  case  a  working  column  “Bonarka”  composed  of  50  men,  was  searched  on  their 
return  to  the  camp  from  their  work  in  the  city.  Food  was  found,  on  some  of  them, 
which  they  brought  for  their  families  in  the  camp.  As  a  punishment  the  whole  group 
was  shot  down  all  50  people. 

The  chairman:  was  there  some  underground  organization  in  Plaszow  which  extended 
assistance  to  the  inmates 

The  witness:  it  is  not  known  to  me,  if  there  were  some  other  organization  beside  J.U.S. 
which  extended  assistance  to  the  camp  on  a  wider  scale.”51 

And  Dr.  Leon  Steinberg: 

“The  chairman:  beside  J.U.S.  did  the  inmates  receive  some  help  from  the  underground 
organization? 

The  witness:  in  the  camp  there  was  no  underground  organization  cell,  and  no  other 
assistance  besides  J.U.S.  came  to  us 

The  chainnan:  did  you  receive  some  assistance  from  underground  organization? 

The  witness:  nothing  at  all.” 

and  so  wrote  Miriam  Hochberg,  alias  “Marianska”--  (who  changed  her  assumed  Polish  name 
from  the  time  of  occupation  into  another  Polish  name  -Maria  Gorska  after  the  war,  under 
which  name  she  testified  against  Dr.  Weichert.),  --the  Jewish  member  of  the  Krakow's  branch 
of  R.P.Z.  in  her  book:  “Outside  the  Walls  of  Krakow's  Ghetto: 

“One  day  Tereza  proposed  me  to  accompany  her  in  her  visit  to  the  labor  camp  “Liban”, 
in  order  to  distribute  packages  for  the  Polish  prisoners.  In  the  camp  were  imprisoned 
young  Poles,  who  were  punished  for  desertion  from  “ Baudiensf'-a.  forced  labor  semi¬ 
military  organization  carrying  on  construction  works.  But  here  were  also  sent  also 
Poles  for  other  administration  transgressions,  like  being  caught  on  the  street  after  the 
curfew  hours. 

I  accepted  Theresa  offer  and  we  drove  to  the  Liban  camp  in  a  truckload  with  packages 
for  the  prisoners.  That  was  a  few  days  before  Easter  in  1944.  The  prisoners  were 
brought  into  a  huge  shed  where  a  priest  had  to  celebrate  a  mass.  On  a  box  covered  with 
dirty  canvass  was  placed  a  cross,  with  the  image  of  the  crucified  Jesus. 

My  eyes  caught  among  the  prisoners  a  young  boy,  with  a  shaven  head.  His  legs  were 
fettered  and  he  wept  all  time  during  the  prayer.  I  don’t  know  why,  but  I  wept  together 
with  him.  And  I,  who  wept  at  that  time  only  very  seldom,  did  not  wept  for  the  Polish 
boy.  I  wept  because  in  the  neighborhood  of  Liban  was  the  camp  Plaszow, 
where  thousands  of  Jews  were  tortured  and  murdered  every  day.  And  I 
could  not  come  to  them  with  packages,  and  nobody  came  there  to  celebrate  with 
them  prayers.  They  could  only  pray  in  hiding,  and  when  caught  paid  for  it  with  their 
life.”53 

And  so  answered  the  same  “Maria  Gorska54  when  asked  by  Advocate:  Gunter,  during 
the  trial  of  Dr.  Weichert:  “could  through  those  ways  be  introduced  great  amount  of 
bread  and  medications  (to  the  camps)?”  and  she  answered:  “bringing  bread  was  out  of 
question,  the  medicaments  could  be  brought  even  in  the  pockets.” 
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From  report  of  Z.K.N.  To  Schwarzbart  from  May  24,  1944: 

“Weichert  probably,  uses,  towards  the  western  countries  the  names  of  Dr.  Hilftstein  and 
Dr.  Tisch,  the  former  members  of  the  presidium  of  ZSS-JSS.  You  must  know  that  both 
act  under  duress,  they  find  themselves  in  the  hermetically  closed 
concentration  camp  in  Plaszow  near  Krakow  and  are  wrenched  from  us 
and  from  the  whole  world  broken  physically  and  psychically.  As  Zionists  activists 
we  help  them  financially,  but  our  letters  do  not  reach  them,  and  we  have  no 
contacts  with  them.”55 

By  the  way  not  only  that  Dr.  Hilfstein  and  Dr.  Tisch,  kept  constant  contact  with  Dr. 
Weichert,  and  supported  morally  him  during  the  trial,  and  not  only  they  but  also  other 
members  of  J.U.S.  survived  the  war: 

“Among  the  members  of  J.U.S.  besides  myself,  saved  themselves  from  the  camps:  Dr. 
Chaim  Hilfstein  now  in  Tel-Aviv,  Dr.  Eliasz  Tisch  the  director  of  the  Press  and  Culture 
of  the  World  Jewish  Congress  in  Stockholm,  Jacub  Sternberg  former  Counselor  of  the 
Krakow  District  and  the  chainnan  of  the  Assistance  of  the  Municipal  Committee  in 
Krakow  at  present  the  chairman  of  the  Jewish  Congregation  in  Krakow,  Jacob  Perlman 
former  member  of  the  district  Committee  of  J.S.S.  in  Krakow,  now  in  Sydney 
Australia,  Dr.  Alexander  Bieberstein  former  member  of  the  Committee  of  J.S.S.  in 
Krakow,  at  present  the  director  of  the  health  insurance  institution  in  Krakow,  Master 
of  Arts.  Natan  Stem  former  manager  of  the  department  of  supply  of  J.S.S.,  at  present 
living  in  Krakow,  Anna  Schneweiss-Taube  former  secretary  of  Presidium  of  J.S.S.  now 
loving  in  Krakow,  Dr.  Pharmacist.  Artur  Jurand  former  manager  of  distribution  of 
medicines  of  J.S.S.  at  present  assistant  in  the  Jagiellon  University  in  Krakow”56 

Next  let  us  examine  if  to  RP.Z.'s  disposal  stood  financial  means,  to  cope  with  the 
problems  of  the  labor  camps,  let  alone  the  Camp  of  Plaszow.  And  here  I  will  quote 
again  R.P.Z.  report  from  May  43: 

Report  of  activity  of  RPZ-Krakow  from  May  43-p.  13 

“The  action  of  nourishment  (in  the  camp  of  Plaszow  near  Krakow).  Already  now  the 
Council  has  possibility  to  supply  food,  for  the  inhabitants  of  barracks  in  a  legal  way. 
Because  the  German  authorities  agreed  on  nourishment  from  voluntarily  sources  by 
mediation  ...  of  the  only  still  recognized  Mr.  W.  (Weichert  -my  addition)  as 
acknowledging  receipt  of  the  gifts  from  the  neutral  foreign  countries,  after  all,  of  not 
great  amount  of  medicaments,  and  luxurious  articles,  like  sardines  or  wines.  Not 
reaching,  in  principle  the  addressees.  The  need  for  the  action  of  nourishment  is 
burning.  The  daily  nourishment  in  the  barracks  is  limited  to  watery  soup  twice  a  day 
and  180  gram  of  bread.  From  the  nourishment  in  the  working  places,  or  in  an  illegal 
way  of  purchase  avail  themselves  about  20%,  which  steadily  decreases  in  the  result  of 
exhaustion  of  means  and  final  financial  means,  and  disappearing  opportunity  to  earn 
something  from  occasional  works.  In  order  to  save  the  80%  from  a  lingering  starvation, 
they  should  be  given  as  minimum  once  daily  a  nourishing  soup,  and  a  piece  of  bread. 
The  cost  of  such  meal  on  a  free  market,  in  addition  to  the  transport  costs  and 
bribing  costs  amounts  to  10  zlotys  per  person,  which  makes  up  a  sum  of  270,000 
zlotys  monthly. 

To  summarize,  the  need  of  R.P.Z.-  Krakow  for  the  month  of  June  amounts, 
without  a  provincial  action,  amounts  to  a  sum  of  320,000  zlotys.”57 
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Let  us  examine  the  report  of  R.P.Z.  to  London  for  the  period  of  December  1942  till 
October  1943,  p.  4: 

“In  April  1943,  due  to  the  initiative  of  the  Central  R.P.Z.  was  established  in  Krakow 
local  branch  of  R.P.Z.  of  the  district  Krakow... 

The  agency  of  R.P.Z.  of  the  district  of  Krakow's  had  to  be  in  the  early  dawn  of  its 
activity  very  modest,  because  the  funds  appropriated  to  the  Krakow's  Council,  were 
from  obvious  reason,  minimal,  that  revolved  within  the  bounds  of  a  dozen  or  so 
thousands  zlotys  from  which  availed  themselves  about  100  persons,  staying  (in 
hiding)  on  the  Aryan  side  of  Krakow.  Besides,  the  Krakow  Council  of  R.P.Z.  supplied 
to  the  respective  persons,  documents,  from  the  material  supplied  by  the  central  R.P.Z. 
The  Krakow's  council,  through  their  messengers,  collected  information  on  the  subject 
of  assistance  to  the  ghettoes,  and  Jewish  camps. 

In  the  Krakow  district  found  themselves:  Tamow,  Bochnia,  Przemysl,  Stalowa  Wola, 
Kielce  and  Trzebinia  near  Jaslo.  A  report  with  competent  data  was  sent  to  the  central 
R.P.Z  with  a  demand  of  considerable  increase  of  the  donation,  which  the  central  R.P.Z 
could  not  approve. 

When  from  June  1943,  the  Delegate  Office  increased  the  donation  to  the  height  of 
50,000  zlotys,  it  was  obviously  entirely  insufficient,  because  the  Krakow's  Council, 
in  its  report  for  May  demanded  for  the  month  of  June  the  minimal  amount  of 
320,000  zlotys,  and  that  only  for  Krakow  alone,  without  provinces.  From  the 
Krakow's  Council  of  RPZ  availed  themselves  100  persons  from  the  monthly  grant.”58 

About  financial  possibilities  of  RPZ -Krakow,  see  vol.  V  of  the  series  of  my  books  Chapter 
VI.  But  let  us  suppose  that  the  underground  would  have  had  unlimited  possibility  to 
send  money  to  the  camps  and  the  unlimited  financial  resources,  what  would  happen? 
and  to  that  question  we  received  an  answer  from  Dr.  Leon  Steinberg,  during  the  trial: 

“The  chairman:  would  the  financial  help  be  sufficient  for  the  inmates. 

The  witness:  if  the  inmates  would  receive  instead  additional  food  and 
medicaments-money,  then  they  would  not  be  able  to  buy  anything  in  the 
camp.”59 

In  order  to  understand  why  the  money  could  solve  very  little,  we  have  to  listen  what 
happened  when  Dr.  Weichert  started  to  bring  bread  to  the  camp: 

“I  went  into  hiding  on  July  31,  1944.  On  August  1944  R.G.O.  sent  to  the  Plaszow  camp 
the  remaining  left  by  me  1900  kg.  of  flour.  R.P.Z  did  not  buy  in  August  not  even  gram 
of  flour,  not  even  one  loaf  of  bread,  even  that  the  price  of  bread  reached  at  that  time  in 
the  camp  500  zlotys  and  more.”60 

and  we  shell  hear  what  happened  with  the  people  who  smuggled  food  to  the  camp: 

“Advocate  Gunter:  was  possible  illegal  delivery  of  medicaments  to  the  camp. 

The  witness  Mieczyslaw  Pemper:  only  a  small  quantity  of  medicaments  could  be 
brought,  and  that  also  not  always.  In  one  case  a  working  column  “Bonarka”  composed 
of  50  men,  was  searched  on  their  return  to  the  camp  from  their  work  in  the  city.  Food 
was  found  on  some  of  them,  which  they  brought  for  their  families  in  the  camp.  As  a 
punishment  the  whole  group  was  shot  down  all  50  people.”61 
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The  conclusion  is  that  there  was  only  very  limited  amount  of  illegal  food  for  the  sale 
in  the  camps,  that  which  was  smuggled  at  the  peril  of  a  man' s  life,  which,  from  the 
time  that  the  inmates  stopped  working  outside  of  the  camp,  was  even  more  scarce.  So 
when  J.U.S.  was  providing  bread  to  the  camp  the  prices  of  the  food,  dropped,  and 
when  the  J.U.S.  stopped  the  provision  the  prices  soared.  The  whole  money  in  the 
world  could  not  multiply  the  supply  of  illegal  bread  in  the  camp.  The  ultimate 
conclusion  is  that  only  JUS  and  Weichert  had  been  instrumental  in  assisting  the  labor 
camps  in  the  district  of  Krakow  and  Radom  and  especially  in  Plaszow. 

Next  point  if  the  resources  coining  from  abroad  are  wasted  because  the  money 

sent  by  other  wav-the  conspiratorial  one,  bring  a  real  advantage  to  the  needy 

Jews? 

For  the  answer  for  that  question  we  refer  to  the  volume  II  of  the  series  of  my  books, 
and  also  to  the  next  chapter  “What  was  the  issue”? 

As  to  the  battue  against  Dr.  Weichert  after  the  war  David  Engel  in  his  article:  “Who  is 
a  collaborator,  the  trials  of  Michal  Weichert”  offers  the  reason  for  the  post-war 
continuing  condemnation  of  J.U.S.  in  general  and  Dr.  Weichert  in  particular  to  the 
effect  that: 


“The  Central  Jewish  Committee  drew  heavily  from  support  and  legitimacy  upon  the 
veterans  and  armed  resistance  organizations  in  the  ghettos  and  upon  political  parties 
and  youth  movements  that  established  and  sustained  them.  Those  parties  and  youth 
movements,  in  turn,  claimed  the  right  to  lead  the  surviving  remnants  of  Polish  Jewry  on 
the  ground  that  only  the  armed  resistance  that  they  had  inspired  had  saved  the  honor  of 
the  Jewish  people  at  the  time  of  its  greatest  degradation.  Yet  the  armed  resistance 
organizations  had  not  always  enjoyed  the  prestige  that  they  savored  in  the  afterglow  of 
hberation:  during  the  occupation  many  of  their  leaders  felt  that  they  operated  on  the 
margins  of  the  Jewish  society  more  concerned  with  the  individual  salvation  than  with 
the  national  pride.  To  them  the  J.U.S.,  together  with  the  Judenrat,  epitomized  the 
craven  strategy  of  working  with  the  occupiers  in  the  hope  of  rescuing  some  Jews  at  the 
expense  of  collective  Jewish  self-respect;  They  were  “Quislings  organizations  in 
miniature”  and  needed  to  be  described  as  such  in  future  writings  about  Polish  Jewry 
during  the  occupation  period.  They  believed  that  that  strategy  had  been  thoroughly 
discredited  by  its  results,  and  the  strategy  of  armed  resistance  vindicated.  Yet  if 
Weichert  were  to  speak  and  write  under  official  Polish  imprint  about  the  occupation 
period  and  Polish  Jewry’s  experience  during  it,  the  central  Jewish  Committee  may  not 
be  able  to  control  the  manner  in  which  that  period  was  remembered,  and  Weichert 
might  even  supplant  the  leaders  of  armed  resistance  as  heroes  in  the  pubhc  eye.  The 
Central  Jewish  Committee  thus  needed  quickly  to  annul  the  legitimacy  that  Weichert' s 
acquittal  and  his  employment  by  the  Polish  government  had  bestowed  upon  him.”62 

During  the  occupation  there  was  also  an  attempt  to  set  the  struggle  against  J.U.S.  on 
an  ideological-political  footing,  presenting  it  as  a  controversy  between  the  legal  and 
illegal  assistance  to  the  Jews,  putting  the  very  existence  of  the  “legal”,  that  is  those 
Jews  who  are  still  allowed  by  the  Germans  to  live,  in  questions: 

Arczynski  in  his  testimony  before  Special  Criminal  Court: 
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“In  the  mind  of  Dr.  Weichert  struggled  two  conceptions.  One— the  belief  in  that 
post  he  extends  assistance  to  the  Jews  in  the  camps,  the  second:  to  throw 
everything  and  to  choose  the  ideological-political  line.  The  process  went  in  the  favor 
of  extending  help.  Dr.  Weichert  stood  on  the  position  that  the  assistance  ministered  to 
the  Jews  in  camp  is  so  important,  that  should  not  be  interrupted.  The  Coordinating 
Committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  coming  to  the  assistance  of  the  Jews  in 
camps,  prolongs  only  the  agony  of  the  dying  Jewish  population.”63 

Adolf  Berman  in  his  testimony: 

“Coordinating  Committee  like  R.P.Z.  had  information  that  the  assistance  by  JUS  is 
coming  in  a  small  quantity  and  that  from  the  purely  charitable  point  of  view,  it  is  not 

very  essential.  On  the  other  hand  there  was  a  general  opinion  both  in  the 
Polish  and  Catholic  circles  that  carrying  activity  under  the  Jewish  shield  is 
from  the  national  point  of  view  a  crime.  That  opinion  was  so  prevailing  that  in 
the  circles  of  Z.O.B.  was  a  proposition  to  execute  Dr.  Weichert.”64 

That  was  also  one  of  the  lines  of  the  interrogation  by  the  chairman  of  the  Special 
Criminal  Court,  as  seen  from  his  questioning  of  Natan  Stem: 

“The  chairman:  in  your  opinion,  from  the  national  dignity  point  of  view,  J.U.S.  should 
had  to  carry  on  further  its  activity? 

Witness:  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  national  dignity  I  did  not  take  the  matter  into 
consideration.  Otherwise  on  that  matter  look  people  today,  and  otherwise  then,  when 
we  were  in  the  camp,  when  among  us  all,  the  inclination  went  in  one  direction  only,  of 
an  instinctive  desire  of  preserving  one’s  life.  We  spoke  a  lot  on  that  subject  with  Dr. 
Hilfstein  and  Dr.  Nehmer,  of  whom  the  first  was  a  Zionist  leader  and  the  second  a 
Bundist  leader,  and  who  both  maintained  that  as  long  as  their  exist  even  a  flicker  of 
hope  of  saving  a  handful  of  people  everything  should  be  done  in  order  to  save  them.”65 

That  was  also  the  general  tenor,  of  the  prosecution  in  the  appeal: 

“Since  the  Jewish  supreme  undergromid  authorities... recognized  and  stated  clearly  the 

hann  done  by  the  existence  of  (the  J.U.S.) . the  accused  was  obliged  to  conform  to  the 

instructions  no  matter  how  he  have  had  viewed  the  situation  himself  or  what  his  own 
personal  conviction  may  have  been... The  accused  's  statements  that  in  opposition  to  the 
position  of  the  Coordinating  Committee  he  regarded  the  continuation  of  the  JUS  as 
valuable  and  desirable  from  a  humanitarian  point  of  view,  are  not  to  the  point:  the 
issue  was  instead  a  general,  the  political  one... The  accused  motives  need  to  be 
evaluated  on  a  scale  that  weighed  the  interests  of  the  whole,  of  the  general  political 
good  sense,  and  of  the  state  altogether,  against  the  interests  of  particular  individuals.  In 
this  case  the  motives  for  the  accused  could  not  constitute....  grounds  for  acquittal.”66 

And  because,  it  had  to  be  presented  as  a  political-ideological  stand  of  the  Jews,  or  of 
the  Jews  in  the  underground,  it  had  to  be  shown  also  that  the  ideological  struggle  was 
initiated  by  the  Jews  themselves-by  the  leading  members  of  K.K. -Coordinating 
Committee  of  Z.K.N.  and  Bund,  and  that  R.P.Z.  only  later  followed  that  line,  in 
consequence  of  K.K. 's  demand. 

Anyway,  to  recapitulate  the  outcome  of  the  post-war  court  procedures  against  Dr. 
Weichert—  the  Special  Criminal  Court  exonerated  Dr.  Weichert  of  all  charges  and 
even  the  Civic  Court  did  not  base  its  verdict  upon  the  six  original  charges,  but  on 
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collaboration,  seeing  it  as  a  crime  in  itself,  and  in  this  case  connected  with  two 
additional  transgressions-  insubordination  to  the  instructions  of  the  Coordinating 
Committee  and  misleading  the  world  about  the  fate  of  the  Jews  in  Poland. 

One  may,  and  should  ask  himself  if  the  temporary  existence  of  the  Jews  in  the 
occupied  Poland  would  be  possible  even  for  one  day  without  “collaboration”,  except 
for  those  few  who  hid  themselves  on  the  Aryan  side  or  in  the  forests,  and  the  handful 
who  succeeded  to  join  the  partisans?  The  Jews  confined  within  the  ghetto  walls  had 
been  prisoners  of  the  worst  kind,  and  the  very  little  they  got,  to  eke  out  their  wretched 
life,  like,  rations  cards,  water,  sanitation,  electricity,  burial  services,  the  coveted  labor 
cards  etc.  came  to  them  only  due  to  the  “collaboration”  of  the  members  of  the 
Judenrat,  -  generally  the  most  respectable  representatives  of  the  Jewish  community,  - 
with  the  Germans. 

There  was  a  TV  series  about  collaborators  caught  in  Israel  after  the  World  War  II. 
One  of  them,  a  Jewish  militiaman,  recognized  by  a  Jewish  survivor  as  severing  his 
younger  brother,  from  him  and  his  father  on  a  railway  depot  and  throwing  him  to  the 
railway  wagon  bound  for  Belzec.  Sentenced  for  a  few  years  in  prison  he  appealed,  and 
finally  the  judge  of  the  Israeli  Supreme  Court  Chaim  Cohen  acquitted  him:  “I  cannot 
judge  a  Jew  today  for  what  he  has  done  then  in  the  circumstances  that  were  existing  in 
those  times”. 

Much  was  spoken  about  the  members  of  the  Judenrat;  here  I  will  quote  a  fragment 
from  the  diary  of  a  member  of  Judenrat  of  Lwow  himself  (who  did  not  survive): 

“Presents  itself  a  question  about  the  role  of  the  Judenrat.  The  members  of  the  Judenrat 
suffered  for  the  millions.  They  had  to  suffer  directly  all  German  villainy.  The  chairman 
or  his  deputy  had  to  present  themselves  each  day  before  the  German  authorities  in  order 
to  listen  to  the  new  instructions  and  to  submit  to  the  new  extortion.  Judenrat  had  to  exact 
from  the  Jews  human  sacrifices  for  the  camps,  and  forced  labor,  not  speaking  about 
material  sacrifices.  Throwing  to  the  Moloch  human  sacrifices  is  carried  out  for 
protection  of  the  rest  of  the  population.  Will,  however,  Judenrat  and  its  executioners  not 
be  submitted  to  the  wrath  of  the  people,  will  they  not  meet  with  condemnation  with  the 
change  of  the  conditions?  that  is  another  question.  The  alternative  could  be  only  “non 
cooperation”,  but  the  German  system  is  based  on  putting  into  submission  the  whole 
population  by  holding  by  the  throat  part  of  it.  The  members  of  Judenrat  are  personally 
and  directly  responsible  for  every  negligence  of  the  Jews.  Dr.  Pamas  was  beaten  and 
arrested  for  the  first  time  because  he  could  not  supply  on  a  short  notice  50  men.  His 
second  arrest  was  also  connected  with  supplying  the  labor  for  the  camps.  At  that  time  he 
was  put  to  death  for  disobedience.  Dr.  Rothfeld  was  beaten  for  not  performing  glazier 
and  other  work  for  one  of  the  German  dignitaries.  Similar  lot  met  Dr.  Landau.  Physical 
and  moral  tortures  were  understood  by  itself.” 

And  here  I  will  quote  the  well-know  historian  of  the  holocaust  Yisrael  Gutman: 

“It  is  understandable  that  because  the  Judenrat  unwillingly  served  as  a  kind  of 
middleman  between  the  Jewish  community  and  the  German  authorities,  and  the  public 
at  large  had  no  recourse  to  direct  contact  with  the  Germans,  the  community  directed  its 
rage  against  its  own  representatives.  Yet  Czemiakow's  diary  is  an  impressive  testament 
to  the  fairness  and  courage  of  the  man  who  was  appointed  to  represent  the  largest 
Jewish  community  in  Europe  at  a  time  of  terror  and  supreme  trial . 
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It  is  clear  in  retrospect  that  even  if  the  Judenrat  had  been  faultless,  the  efforts  of  its 
members  were  doomed  to  bitter  failure.  As  in  a  classical  tragedy,  the  Judenrat' s  fate 
was  sealed  from  the  outset,  and  its  members  were  like  fish  caught  in  a  net.  A  close 
reading  of  Czemiakow’s  diary  reveals  first  of  all  that  his  major  concerns  and  efforts 
came  in  response  to  German  demands.  The  Judenrat  was  ordered  to  carry  out  a  census, 
to  supply  workers  for  forced  labor,  to  turn  over  large  quantities  of  furniture  and 

i'O 

valuables,  to  assume  responsibility  for  the  payment  of  “contributions” 

And  quoting  Eli  Wiesel: 

“In  dealing  with  the  victims,  in  an  effort  to  break  their  morale  before  annihilating  them, 
the  executioners  assumed  the  role  of  God.  They  alone  could,  by  decree,  proclaim  the 
limits  of  good  and  evil.  Their  idiosyncrasies  were  law  and  so  were  their  whims.  They 
were  above  morality,  above  truth, 

Prisoners  of  such  a  system-  many  deportees  chose  the  easy  path  of  abdication,  how  is 
one  to  judge  them!  I  do  not.  I  cannot  condemn  anyone  who  failed  to  withstand  trials 
and  temptations. 

Guilty  or  not,  the  ghetto  police,  the  kapos,  may  plead  extenuating  circumstances.  They 
arouse  pity  more  than  contempt.  The  weak,  the  cowardly,  all  those  who  sold  their  soul 
to  live  another  day,  another  anxious  night,  I  prefer  to  include  them  in  the  category  of 
victims.  More  than  the  others,  they  need  forgiveness.  More  and  in  other  ways  than  their 
companions,  they  deserve  compassion  and  charity.  Their  guilt  reflects  on  their 
tormentors. 

Still,  I  sometimes  read  books  presented  as  evidence  for  the  prosecution.  Their  authors 
are  harsh,  their  judgments  devoid  of  compassion.  Whether  their  words  hurt  or  shock 
matters  little  they  will  be  heard.  Of  necessity  fragmentary,  they  do  not  reflect  the 
whole,  but  part  of  it.  In  fact,  this  can  serve  as  a  general  rule:  every  witness  expresses 
only  his  own  truth,  in  his  own  name.  To  convey  the  truth  of  the  Holocaust  in  its 
totality,  it  is  not  enough  to  have  listened  to  the  survivors;  one  must  find  a  way  to  add 
the  silence  left  behind  by  millions  of  unknowns.  That  silence  can  have  no  interpreter. 

One  cannot  conceive  of  the  Holocaust  except  as  a  mystery,  begotten  by  the  dead.”69 

Would  Dr.  Weichert  be  a  capo,  or  policemen  sending  his  brothers  to  death  with  his 
own  hands,  in  order  to  save  his  life,  he  would  be  acquitted  in  Israel. 

Would  Dr.  Weichert  be  responsible  for  implementation  of  German  orders  and  their 
demands,  in  order  to  save  the  life  of  part  of  the  Jews,  himself  included,  at  the  expense 
of  others,  he  would  be  acquitted  in  Israel. 

However  Dr.  Weichert  was  not  responsible  for  implementation  German  orders,  let 
alone  sending  Jews  to  death.  His  only  culpability  was  extending  assistance  to  the  Jews 
finding  themselves  under  the  German  boot,  in  order  to  alleviate  their  pain  and 
suffering. 

The  Civic  Court  saw  extending  assistance  to  the  Jews  as  secondary  matter:  “without 
getting  to  the  core  of  the  question  of  the  real  assistance  of  J.U.S.  to  the  camp”.  Was 
extending  assistance  to  the  labor  camps,  not  worth  getting  into  the  core  of?  And  here  I 
am  coming  to  the  second  point  of  the  post-war  condemnation  by  the  Jewish  Civic 
Court,  or  what  they  called  themselves  “the  Tribunal”—  the  insubordination  to  the 
instructions  of  the  Coordinating  Committee,  condemnation  that  I  allow  myself  to  call 
in  Hebrew  riDXinn  N’W,  or  the  apogee  of  impudence.  Because  who  elected  the 
Coordination  Committee  to  be  the  legitimate  and  the  sole  representative  of  the  entire 


95 


Polish  Jewry?  Coordination  Committee,  whose  very  right  of  existence  was  dependent 
upon  “submission  to  the  Polish  underground  authorities”  (see  Appendix  No**), 
connected  with  DR?  And  who  gave  them  the  moral  and  judicial  right  to  decide  who  is 
the  Jew,  who  has  the  right  to  be  saved,  and  assisted  and  who  is  doomed  to  die?  I  shall 
quote  here  even  Arczynski  himself  during  the  trial: 

“Prosecutor:  had  the  accused  a  duty  to  subject  himself  to  the  Coordination  Committee” 
Witness:  that  was  his  individual  matter.  Also  among  the  Poles  were  some,  who 
recognized  the  underground  authorities  and  those,  who  did  not  recognize  them” 

And  the  last  point  of  the  post-war  condemnation  “misleading  the  world  about  the  fate 
of  the  Jews  in  Poland.”  I  have  already  discussed  that  question,  but  I  want  to 
emphasize  once  more  that  it  seems  preposterous,  to  claim  at  the  end  of  1943,  and  in 
1944,  that  the  world  did  not  know  what  was  the  fate  of  the  Jews  in  Poland,  and  even 
more  unreasonable  to  accuse  Dr.  Weichert  of  complicity  in  misleading  the  “world”.  If 
there  was  anyone  who  contributed  more  than  anyone  else  in  information  about  the 
situation  of  the  Jews  in  general  and  in  the  camps  in  particular  it  was  Dr.  Weichert. 

If  the  events  preceding  Dr.  Weichert' s  going  into  hiding  are  clear  and  obvious,  what 
happened  later  remains  a  quandary,  because  we  have  three  version  of  it  -one  of  RPZ- 
Krakow,  and  two  of  Dr.  Weichert' s  himself.  I  will  start  by  quoting  the  first  one: 

In  September  1944  the  Council  for  Aid  for  Jews  in  the  District  of  Krakow  stood  before 
the  fact  of  lack  of  funds,  and  what  was  involved  by  it,  ceasing  all  activities.  In  view  of 
that  in  the  meeting  of  the  Council  on  12.9.44  was  approved  a  resolution  to  apply  to  the 
Regional  DR  for  financial  aid,  in  order  to  continue  the  activity.  When  the  present  in  the 
meeting  representative  of  the  Regional  DR  (“Socha”-my  addition)  gave  a  negative 
answer,  clarifying  that  the  Regional  DR,  is  in  the  same  situation  and  has  no  funds  to  its 
disposal,  then  was  put  another  resolution  about  requisitioning  and  taking  over  the 
stocks  of  JUS,  which  had  been  hidden  and  deposited  privately,  not  being  in  any 
evidence.  Conducive  to  the  adopting  of  that  resolution  was  the  justification  that  JUS  is 
not  active,  in  the  result  of  the  escape  of  the  chairman  of  that  institution  and  that  the 
offices  had  been  stamped  by  Gestapo. 

Those  stocks  being  a  social  property,  destined  for  the  Jewish  population  and  should  not 
be  wasted,  nor  used  for  other  aims.  The  Council  in  the  present  moment  is  the  only 
representative  authorized  to  secure,  take  over  and  use  those  stocks  with  an  aim  of 
extending  assistance  to  the  Jewish  population.  The  Regional  Delegate  through  his 
representative  expressed  consent  on  the  aforementioned  resolution  and  recommended 
the  Council  to  take  over  those  deposits,  in  order  to  carry  on  further  its  activities.  After 
receiving  the  recommendation  from  the  Regional  Delegate,  the  Council  delegated 
chairman  “Staniewski”  (Dobrowolski-my  addition)  to  take  over  the  stock  of  JUS. 

The  mentioned  hidden  deposits  of  JUS  consisted  of  the  following  food  products: 

1)  139.8  kg.  of  tee 

2)  20.5  kg.  of  coffee 

3)  3 15.0  kg.  of  almonds 

4)  6351  tins  of  sardines  in  the  weight  between  50-200  gram 

5)  150  bottles  of  juice 

Those  articles  had  been  evaluated  to  about  1,700,000  zlotys.  Those  articles  were  being 
sold  successively  according  to  the  capacity  of  the  market  by  a  specially  engaged 
person  under  a  permanent  control  of  the  chairman  of  the  Council  till  3 1 . 10. 1944. 
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From  the  sale  entered  to  the  accoimt  of  the  Council  1,363,500  zlotys.  What  was  left  was 
a  stock  of  3600  tins  of  sardine’s  evaluated  app.  400,000  zlotys.  That  stock  is  already  in 
the  final  phase  of  the  sale  later  will  come  a  detailed  report  based  on  the  inventory, 
goods  and  cash  ledgers.  Besides  those  food  products  find  themselves  in  another 
magazine  9  boxes  of  medicaments,  being  deposited  by  JUS,  but  did  not  enter  the 
official  registration.  Those  medicaments  we  try  at  present  to  take  over  with  an  aim  to 
distribute  them  among  the  sick  and  to  send  them  to  the  camps. 

From  the  moment  of  escape  of  the  chairman  of  JUS  in  the  first  days  of  August  1944, 
the  magazines  which  found  themselves  on  Jozefinska  2,  included  vast  amounts  of 
articles  clothes,  staff,  besides  food,  pharmaceutics,  dressing,  disinfectant  articles. 
Besides  in  the  magazines  of  Polish  Red  Cross  ( Polski  Czerwony  Krzyz  PCK)  and  RGO 
foimd  themselves  considerable  stocks  of  medicaments  and  food  products  in  a  strict 
registration.  The  stocks  in  the  central  magazines  on  Jozefinska  2  had  been  almost  in 
80%  stolen  by  SS  and  German  authorities.  On  August  10,  1944,  by  instruction  of 
German  authorities  RGO  took  over  commissarial  management  of  the  magazines  of 
JUS,  and  therefore  after  the  fact  of  destruction  of  the  property.  On  the  other  hand  the 
food  articles,  which  had  been  registered  in  RGO  the  commissioner,  sold  receiving  the 
amount  of  187,  850  zlotys.  From  that  amount  was  bought  flour  and  cereals,  which  was 
sent  to  the  Plaszow  camp. 

The  take  over  by  the  Coimcil  of  food  articles,  allowed  in  that  hard  time  to  carry  on 
further  activity  and  especially  to  extend  assistance  to  the  refuges  from  Warsaw  coming 
in  ever  more  increasing  numbers  to  the  Region  of  Krakow.  In  total  was  spent  in  this 
period  on  that  aim  400,000  zlotys.  The  number  of  Warsaw  podopiecznych  -under  the 
care  the  “charges”  of  RPZ-Krakow  is  increasing  steadily,  and  at  the  same  time  in  the 
result  of  increased  cost  of  maintenance  amounting  on  the  average  to  3,000  zlotys,  and 
high  costs  for  the  rents  the  individual  allowanced  had  to  considerably  increased, 
because  the  refugees  from  Warsaw  are  coming  without  most  essential  clothes. 

In  the  period  of  shaking  off  the  yoke  of  the  Nazi  occupation  we  concentrate  all  efforts, 
to  overcome  difficulties,  to  develop  activity  of  assistance  and  to  pass  over  the  present 
time,  which  with  regard  of  the  Polish-Russian  problems  is  rather  not  convenient  for 
development  of  the  activity  of  RPZ  for  the  reason  of  the  increased  anti-Semitism 
among  the  Polish  Society. 

RPZ-Krakow 

Chairman  Secretary 

Staniewski  Czerski”71 

The  second  version  is  that  of  Dr.  Weichert  presented  to  his  lawyer  Kobryner: 

“Before  going  into  hiding  I  succeeded  to  receive  a  tacit  consent  of  the  head  of  BuF  Mr. 
Weirauch  that  further  provision  to  the  existing  camps  will  be  taken  care  by  R.G.O.  as 
trustee  of  J.U.S..  Giving  to  R.P.Z.  all  the  stock  of  the  luxurious  articles,  I  agreed  with 
Dobrowolski  that  from  the  achieved  from  the  sale  funds,  he  would  in  the 
first  place  buy  flour  for  baking  bread  for  the  camps.  Here  how  R.P.Z. 
implemented  that  obligation. 

I  went  into  hiding  on  July  31,  1944.  On  August  1944  R.G.O.  sent  to  the  Plaszow  camp 
the  remaining  left  by  me  1900  kg.  of  flour.  R.P.Z.  did  not  buy  in  August  not  even 
gram  of  flour,  not  even  one  loaf  of  bread,  even  that  the  price  of  bread  reached  at  that 
time  in  the  camp  500  zlotys  and  more.  During  the  whole  September  R.P.Z.  placed  to 
the  disposal  money  for  purchasing  of  1,000  kg.  of  flour  and  3,180  loaves  of  two- 
kilograms  bread  for  the  Plaszow  camp,  in  October  for  4015  kg  flour  and  1325  loaves  of 
bread,  in  November  for  only  for  460  loaves  of  bread,  and  in  December  merely  for  310 
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loaves  of  bread.  In  the  last  two  months  not  even  one  kg.  of  flour  was  bought.  The 
quoted  data  are  based  on  documents  of  the  stores  of  R.G.O.  and  receipts  from  the  camp. 

....  From  the  time  of  my  going  into  hiding,  no  other  camp,  beside  Plaszow  —  received 
even  once-  flour,  bread  or  other  products.  On  the  purchase  of  the  above-mentioned 
products  of  flour  or  bread  were  spent  app.  60,000  zlotys.  That  was  the  sum  that  R.P.Z. 
assigned  for  the  camp  prisoners,  from  the  achieved  from  J.U.S.,  according  to  their  own 
reports  the  sum  of  1,700,000  zlotys:  'It  was  not  worth  to  feed  the  piglet  before  the 
slaughter'3”72 

And  the  third  version  also  of  Dr.  Weichert,  deposed  before  the  Special  Criminal 
Court: 

“That  situation  lasted  till  the  end  of  June  of  1944,  when  I  have  been  from  several  sides 
warned  that  I  had  to  be  together  with  all  the  stock  of  JUS  to  be  transferred  to  the  camp 
in  Plaszow.  In  spite  of  the  impending  danger  we  had  sent  a  lot  of  medicament  and  food 
to  the  camp,  especially  the  lately  arriving  wagon  with  noodles,  and  that  at  the  time 
when  I  was  already  not  sleeping  at  home.  Only  after  receiving  the  news  that  the 
Gestapo  came  for  us  we  did  not  return  to  the  apartment  located  in  the  building  of  JUS.  I 
laid  myself  with  assistance  of  R.P.Z.  in  Krakow.  My  family  hid  themselves  by  their 
own  ingenuity  partly  in  Krakow,  partly  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  changing  often  the 
location. 

And: 

“When  I  was  forced  to  hide  myself,  (Dobrowolski)  located  me  at  a  family  of  Mrs. 
Dwemicka.  Dobrowolski  together  with  Zwirski,  the  chief  accountant  of  RGO, 
controlled  on  my  request  the  administration  of  the  conspiratorial  funds  of  JUS  and  the 
transaction  of  selling  luxurious  articles  and  purchase  of  flour.  Before  going  into  hiding 
I  located  the  whole  stock  of  luxurious  articles  in  the  stores  of  RGO,  destined  for  the 
hiding  Jews.  From  achieved  nearly  2  million  zlotys,  the  sum  achieved  from  the  sale  of 
those  articles  R.P.Z.  contributed  to  the  hundreds  of  hiding  Jews  in  the  district  of 
Krakow,  during  Warsaw  uprising  when  the  assistance  from  Warsaw  did  not  come,  and 
the  mentioned  funds  had  been  the  only  source  of  income  for  RPZ  in  Krakow.” 

I  see  as  true  the  third  version,  which  is  also  supported  by  Mr.  Seyfiied's  deposition: 

“At  the  end  of  July  1944  became  known  to  me,  that  Dr..  Weichert  had  to  be  in  the  near 
future  detained  in  the  labor  camp  in  Plaszow.  In  the  course  of  three  days  we 
transferred  the  main  part  of  J.U.S.  goods  from  magazine  on  Jdzefinska  St.  to  the 
stores  of  R.G.O.  with  the  consent  of  counselor  Weirauch  the  head  of  the  population 
department  and  social  assistance  Abteilung  der  Bevolkerungswesen  und  Fiirsorge  He 
also  agreed  that  R.G.O.  would  continue  the  activity  of  J.U.S.  during  Dr.  Weichert's 
hiding  I  remained  with  him  in  a  close  contact,  and  according  to  his  instructions 

continued  the  assistance  to  the  Jews  in  the  camps . As  far  as  I  can  remember  the 

amount  of  money  achieved  by  the  sale  of  the  luxury  articles  amounted  to  about 
2,000,000  millions  zlotys”74 

And  by  notarial  testimony  of  Tadeusz  Zwirski  during  the  occupation  the  chief 

accountant  of  R.G.O.: 


a  “It  was  not  worth  to  feed  the  piglet  before  the  slaughter”,  here  Dr.  Weichert  is  quoting  Stanislaw  Dobrowolski' s 
words  in  the  trial  against  Dr.  Weichert,  Chapter  HI,  p. 
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“By  initiative  of  Dr.  Seyfried  I  took  upon  myself  the  sale  on  the  free  market,  of  tea, 
coffee,  almonds,  figs,  and  citrus  juice,  which  came  as  gifts  from  abroad  in  packages  for 
J.U.S.  Those  goods  sold  the  members  of  the  cooperative  shop  of  the  employees  of 
R.G.O.  of  which  I  was  a  chairman.  I  collected  the  incomes  and  paid  from  that  to  the 
suppliers  of  flours  and  food  products,  to  be  supplied  by  Dr.  Weichert  to  the  camps. 
Towards  the  Germans  it  had  to  indicate  that  J.U.S.  is  swapping  those  articles  through 
the  cooperative  shop  for  flours  and  food  products.  Weichert  was  finding  the  cheapest 
source  of  the  purchase.  I  remember,  that  one  of  the  suppliers  was  a  baker  in  Bronowice. 

I  remember  also,  that  from  1  kg.  of  tea  I  was  receiving  3000  zlotys,  and  for  the  flour  I 
paid  5  zlotys  for  1  kilogram.  I  carried  on  a  detailed  record  of  all  received  packages, 
incoming  sums,  bought  products,  and  spent  on  them  sums.  The  packages  were  stored  in 
the  clothes  magazine  of  R.G.O.  on  Bonerowska  St.  1,  where  its  manager  Wladyslaw 
Wrobel  was  issuing  on  my  instruction  the  goods.  Later  I  controlled  it  and 
acknowledged  it  in  his  notebook.  Dr.  Weichert  was  checking  from  time  my  notes, 
compared  with  the  notes  of  Wrobel,  and  with  his  own  records,  and  acknowledged  its 
conformity. 

Before  going  into  hiding  Dr.  Weichert  informed  me,  that  from  now  I  had  to 
arrange  everything  with  Mr.  Stanislaw  Dobrowolski.  From  that  time  on,  I 
transferred  all  incomes  to  Dobrowolski,  which  he  took  personally  or  by  his 
employee-Wrenica.  From  the  received  sum  Dobrowolski  never  accounted  for 
that  money  with  me. 

Notary  -B.  Kowalski,  Krakow  No.  of  Rep.  490/40  from  January  29,  1949. ”75 

And  the  notarial  testimony  of  Wladyslaw  Wrobel,  during  occupation  the  manager  of 
clothes  store  of  R.G.O. 

“One  day  in  summer  of  1944  Dr.  Weichert  asked  me,  to  arrange  by  my  own  resources 
an  immediate  removal  of  goods  from  the  building  of  JUS  on  Jozefinska  St.  I 
immediately  organized  a  vehicle  and  loaded  on  everything  which  Dr.  Weichert  told  me 
to,  personally  escorting  the  vehicle  to  our  magazine... 

Before  going  into  hiding  Dr.  Weichert  instructed  that  the  income  received  from  the 
sale  of  all  goods-irrespective  from  the  assistance  to  the  camps--will  be  destined  for 
the  Jews  hiding  on  Aryan  papers.  During  the  hiding  Dr.  Weichert  remained  with  me 
in  contact,  through  a  messenger  Wanda  Bianchi 
Notary  B.  Kowalski,  Krakow  No.  of  Rep.  527/49  from,  27.01. 1949”76 

And  that  means  simply  that  Dr.  Weichert  himself  gave  the  instruction,  to  pay  all  the 
money  from  the  sale  of  the  articles  to  Dobrowolski  from  R.P.Z.,  who  paid  later  a 
trifle,  almost  nothing  to  R.G.O.  for  dispatch  of  few  crumbles  to  the  Plaszdw  camp, 
and  nothing  at  all  for  other  camps,  in  the  period  from  August  44  till  the  end  of  the 
war--  the  middle  of  January  1945,  that  is  for  more  than  5  months.  And  therefore  the 
man,  who  abandoned  the  inmates  in  the  camps,  in  the  final  period,  renounced  his 
mission,  and  sealed  the  fate  of  many  of  them  to  death  by  starvation--  “It  was  not  worth 
to  feed  the  piglet  before  the  slaughter”-  was  no  other  than  Dr.  Weichert  himself. 

How  it  can  be  explained?  I  don’t  know  if  Dr.  Weichert  thought  himself  and  his  family 
immune  against  German  persecutions,  but  the  fact  is  that  when  it  came,  when  the 
Gestapo  was  about  to  arrest  him  and  his  family  and  transfer  them  to  the  Plaszow 
camp,  Dr.  Weichert  the  event  caught  him  entirely  off-guard.  He  did  not  prepare  for 
himself  and  his  family  a  hiding  place,  he  did  not  prepare  for  himself  and  his  family 
even  false  papers,  he  did  not  even  posses  financial  means  for  all  this: 
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“After  all  I  with  my  family  became,  on  August  1,  1944,  one  of  the  podopieczny  of 
“charges”  of  R.P.Z.,  and  experienced  on  our  own  skin,  the  efficiency  of  R.P.Z. 
apparatus.  At  the  beginning  was  prepared  for  us  melinci  a  hiding  place  on  Bosacka 
Street  14.  When  Gestapo  arrived  at  JUS,  and  was  needed  to  hide  oneself  immediately, 
it  occurred  that  the  apartment  on  Bosacka  is  spalone  “burnt  out”.  Dobrowolski 
therefore  located  me  at  his  official-Warenica  on  Wrzosiriska  Street.  On  the  second  day 
Warenica  in  the  middle  of  the  day  at  15.00  threw  me  out  to  the  street.  I  slept  at  the  at 
the  office  of  Seyffied,  on  sacks  in  a  clothing  store,  later  at  Wrobel,  and  during  several 
days  hid  me  in  his  apartment  Roniker  endangering  in  the  same  measure  himself  and 
me.  From  there  Dobrowolski  and  Wojcik,  transferred  me  to  the  apartment  of  a 
physician  Dr.  Dwemicka.  I  had  to  stay  there  for  seven  days,  after  which  they  had  to 
find  for  me  another  location.  They  had  also  had  to  send  me  food.  However  on  the 
second  day  they  disappeared  for  several  weeks.  After  their  return,  they  could  not  find 
for  me  a  hiding  place,  and  I  stayed  there  until  the  liberation  of  Krakow-on  January  18, 
1945. 

About  die  fate  of  my  wife,  daughter  and  son  nobody  took  care.  They  hid  themselves  by 
tiieir  own  ingenuity. 

Three  mondis  took  preparing  for  myself  Kennkarte,  through  Wojcik;  in  the  meantime 
Seyffied  brought  me  false  documents  from  Warsaw.  When  later  when  came  twice  into 
the  need  of  a  quick  change  of  Kennkarte,  I  received  it  with  several  weeks  delay”77 

For  the  money  he  had  to  beg  from  Stanislaw  Dobrowolski  from  R.P.Z.,  and  that  is 
what  Dobrowolski  testified: 

“The  aid  to  Weichert  during  his  hiding  had  been  quite  high.  The  sum  of  40,000  zlotys 
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had  been  a  one-time  donation.” 

So,  what  we  can  see  here  is  an  inconceivable  incompetence.  Because  we  are  not 
speaking  about  a  novice,  who  just  escaped  from  the  ghetto,  but  a  man,  who  for  many 
years  had  all  the  time  and  all  the  means  to  prepare  for  himself  and  his  family  a  hiding 
place,  and  false  papers,  in  case  that  something  will  happen,  and  it  was  certain  that 
some  day  it  will  happen,  and  for  the  sum  of  40,000  zlotys  that  Weichert  eventually 
received  from  Dobrowolski,  -  after  all  JTJS  money,  -he  could  easily  manage  much 
better  than  with  a  clumsy,  half-hearted  assistance  of  Dobrowolski.  And  the  worst 
thing  was  that  for  that  assistance  he  had  to  abandon  the  principles  that  he  so  hardly 
fought  about,  -the  assistance  to  the  camps.  We  quote  once  more  Weichert: 

“Before  going  into  hiding  I  succeeded  to  receive  a  tacit  consent  of  the  head  of  BuF  Mr. 
Weirauch  that  further  provision  to  the  existing  camps  will  be  taken  care  by  R.G.O.”79 

But  instead  of  assisting  the  camps,  Weichert,  gave  almost  everything  to  RPZ,  for  the 
Jews  hiding  themselves  on  the  Aryan  side,  and  that  not  for  ideological  reasons  but  in 
order  to  save  himself  and  his  family.  We  do  not  say  that  it  was  wasted  moneya,  but 
that  was  not  for  what  it  was  meant  for. 


a  See  vol.  V,  Ch.  VI.  Of  the  series  of  my  books 


CHAPTER  VI 


What  was  the  issue? 


To  find  out  what  was  the  issue  we  have  only  to  listen  to  Witold  Bienkowski  (Kalski), 
the  representative  of  DR  in  RPZ: 

“In  order  to  reinforce  the  action  of  assisting  the  Jews,  aroused  as  the  first  problem,  the 
necessity  to  concentrate  all  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Polish  Government,  the  Polish  and 
Jewish  society  in  order  to  mobilize  all  financial  and  security  means.  My  cooperation 
with  the  lawyer  Leon  Feiner  and  Dr.  Adolf  Berman  went,  before  all,  on  the  line  of 
alarming  foreign  countries  in  order  to  assure  great  donation  from  the  organized 
Jewish  societies  in  England,  Palestine  and  United  States.”1 

And  to  Marek  Arczynski,  the  treasurer  of  RPZ: 

“I  stood  at  the  head  of  R.P.Z.  ...At  the  beginning  of  our  activity,  we  informed  the 
world  be  means  of  radio-telegrams  about  the  German  crimes,  which  took  place  in  our 
country,  and  we  wanted  to  receive  funds-in  cash  for  carrying  on  our  action.”2 

Receiving  money  by  R.P.Z.  from  the  Jewish  organizations  abroad  was  the  name  of  the 
game.  How  that  money  had  been  later  siphoned  off  to  the  Polish  Underground  we 
have  already  learnt  in  the  chapter  V  volume  I  of  the  series  of  my  books.  Now,  with 
reopening  of  J.U.S.  and  arriving  of  the  first  dispatches  in  April  1943  the  Polish 
government  in  Exile  and  the  Delegate  had  been  concerned  that  considerable  part  of 
the  money  from  Jewish  organizations  abroad  will  start  flowing  to  J.U.S.  by  a  channel 
out  of  their  reach.  That  information  received  Mikolajczyk  Stanislaw-“Stem”  the 
Minister  of  Inner  Affair  in  the  Polish  Government  in  Exile  in  May  1943,  and  on  sent 
to  the  Delegate  in  Poland,  telegram  No.  112,  asking: 

“In  the  Palestinian  press,  was  published  news  from  Geneva,  that  in  Krakow,  was  called 
into  life-Komitet  Pomocy  Zydom  w  Polsce-a  Committee  for  the  assistance  for  the  Jews 
in  Poland,  composed  of  Dr.  Weichert,  Dr.  Hilfstein  and  Dr.  Tisch.  Is  that  information 
true,  and  a  Committee  still  exist?”3 

On  July  7,  1943,  the  Delegate  answered  to  the  telegram  No.  112: 

“The  Germans  dissolved  Zydowski  Komitet  Samopomocy  —  The  Jewish  Committee 
for  Relief,  which  together  with  the  Ukrainian  and  the  Polish  R.G.O.  -Rada  Glowna 
Opiekuncza  composed  Naczelna  Rada  Opiekuncza-the  Main  Relief  Committee.  In  the 
result  the  Polish  and  the  Ukrainian  R.G.O.  started  to  work  separately.  On  April  1,  1943, 
the  German  established  Zydowski  Komitet  Samopomocy-the  Jewish  Committee  for 
Relief  with  Dr.  Weichert  and  Dr.  Hilfsztein,  at  the  head  were  even  allowed  to  five  in 
the  Aryan  quarter  in  Krakow.  Those  two  consisted  a  Committee  and  their  task  is, 
allegedly,  solving  the  Jewish  problems  with  the  authorities  of  G.G. -General 
Government.  In  reality  they  have  nothing  to  do,  in  view  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Jews  of  G.G.”4 


What  happened  next  we  learn  first  from  the  statement  Witold  Bienkowski  (Kalski), 
the  representative  of  the  Delegate  to  the  R.P.Z.: 
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“...  After  receiving  several  information  from  abroad,  I  have  received  in  the  official  way 
from  London  the  first  information  about  train  transports  which  were  coming  from 
Switzerland  in  the  legal  way  through  the  Red  Cross  to  the  J.U.S.  in  Krakow  which  was 
directed  by  Dr.  Weichert. 

At  the  same  time  the  representatives  of  Z.K.N.  had  been  cautioned  about  the  activity 
of  Dr.  Weichert.  In  the  course  of  my  official  duty  I  gave  instruction  to  the  appropriate 
services  in  the  Krakow  Delegate  office  to  examine  the  affair  of  Weichert,  and  to  send 
me  report  about  the  situation.  (In  the  result-my  addition)  it  became  known  to  me,  that 
lastly  Dr.  Weichert  receives  and  acknowledges  train  transports  from  Switzerland, 
which  are  coming  for  the  Jews  in  Poland.  Those  transports  contain  a  great  amount  of 
valuable  medicines,  dressings,  surgical  operation  instruments  and  nutrients.  I  was, 
besides,  informed  that  those  transports  contain  greatly  needed  products  for  the  German 
anny,  and  that  only  a  small  portion  about  10%-30%  was  given  to  Dr.  Weichert  to  be 
turned  over  for  the  help  of  the  Jews  in  Plaszow  camp.  Those  who  gave  me  that 
information  concluded  that  in  their  opinion.  Dr.  Weichert' s  activity  causes  to 
strengthening  of  the  German  army.  That  I  had  reported  to  the  Delegate  and  to  Dr. 
Feiner  and  Dr.  Berman....”5 

And  from  Maria  Gorska,  alias  Miriam  Hochberg  Marianska-the  Jewish  and 
representative  of  R.P.Z.: 

‘With  activity  of  Weichert  I  came  across  only  in  July  1943,  when  I  was  sent  to  RPZ, 
before,  I  worked  in  the  political  underground.  R.P.Z.  was  established  in  Krakow  in 
March  1943.  In  the  first  session,  on  which  I  was  present  in  July  1943,  Marek 
Arczyriski  referred  the  case  of  J.U.S. 

The  chairman:  what  was  the  relation  of  R.P.Z.  to  J.U.S.? 

The  witness:  decidedly  negative.”6 

And  from  Stanislaw  Dobrowolski  the  chairman  of  RPZ-Krakow: 

“On  recommendation  of  colleagues  from  Warsaw,  and  the  Delegate  of  the  London 
Govemment-“Socha”,  I  met,  by  mediation  of  Dr.  Seyfried,  with  Weichert.  It  went 
about  to  find  out  what  role  was  fulfilling  Weichert.  The  approach  was  such  that  the 
activity  of  JUS  had  to  be  liquidated  and  Weichert  as  the  figurehead  to  be  removed. 
Based  on  my  and  Marek  Arczyriski' s  examination  was  prepared  a  report,  in  which  we 
established  that  the  Germans  keep  Weichert  as  a  figurehead  by  which  they  avail 
themselves  from  colossal  amount  of  packages,  from  Portugal,  and  medical  equipment 

7 

sent  by  the  International  Red  Cross.” 

In  October  1943,  Arczynski  came  to  visit  Dr.  Weichert: 

“In  the  Autumn  1943,  exactly  in  October  1943,  Marek  Arczynski  brought  me  from 
Warsaw  a  note  scribbled  in  a  pencil,  containing  instruction  to  stop  activity  of  JUS.  The 
note  was  written  by  Adolf  Berman  (his  handwriting  was  known  to  me).  It  was  directed 
to  me.  Dr.  Hilfstein  and  Dr.  Tisch.”8 

Dr.  Weichert  eventually  refused  to  liquidate  JUS,  as  described  in  Chapter  No,  I  of  this 
book  p.  1 1-12. 

On  February  17,  1944  arrived  a  telegram  from  London  to  ZKN,  section  of  which  is 
quoted  below: 
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“Independently  (of  money  deposited  to  the  Polish  government  in  London)  the  Geneva 
bureau  of  the  Congress  is  sending  you  food  products.  ...We  have  the  last 

acknowledgment  for  the  3,000  kg.  food  products  dated  October  16 . Independently 

from  that  we  try  to  activate  new  avenues  of  assistance  through  our  constant  contact 
with  the  American  and  English  government.  We  succeeded  to  receive  consent  of  the 
American  government  for  dispatch  of  a  very  substantial  amount  of  money,  which  had 
to  be  used  for  the  action  of  assistance  to  you;  it  concerns  the  sum  of  three  million 
dollars.  That  sum  will  be  mobilized  on  the  territory  if  United  States.  The  American 
and  English  governments  agreed  also  due  to  our  efforts  to  assign  10 
millions  dollars  to  be  used  for  food  and  medicaments  to  be  supplied 
through  the  International  Red  Cross.  Arieh”9 

Obviously  that  that  telegram  like  any  other  contact  between  the  Jewish  organizations 
with  the  outside  world  and  vice-versa  had  been  scrutinized  by  the  Delegate  Office, 
and  certainly  brought  a  total  consternation.  The  alternative  channel  of  assistance  had 
to  be  prevented  by  all  means.  In  the  days  of  20-23  of  March  1944  Arczynski  again 
visited  Weichert  and  issues  additional  instructions: 

“1.  RPZ-Krakow  will  stop  immediately  from  further  cooperation  with...  (missing),  in 
sending  by  the  legal  way  of  JUS  bread  to  the  camp. 

2.  RPZ  will  stop  further  discussion  with  Dr.  W.  on  the  subject  of  taking  over  the 
products  of  JUS,  till  further  decision  in  Warsaw.  . . .  (missing) 

3 .  The  chairman  of  RPZ  Krakow  will  refuse  receiving  assistance  from  JUS,  which  Dr. 
Weichert  by  various  stratagems  imposed  on  RPZ  (missing)”10  (See  appendix 
No.  12) 

An  organized  campaign  of  discrediting  J.U.S.,  was  put  in  motion  and  so  writes  Marek 
Arczynski: 

“Through  the  conspiratorial  press,  the  Council  (R.P.Z.)  informed  wider  circles  of 
society  about  the  diversionary  character  of  J.U.S.,  through  the  Office  of  the  Delegate  of 
the  government  in  the  country,  it  sent  a  report  to  the  Polish  Government  in  London, 
with  a  request  to  alarm  the  public  opinion  of  the  allied  and  neutral  countries,  but  above 
all  the  Jewish  organizations.  It  undertook  steps  having  in  its  mind  to  bring  to  the 
liquidation  of  J.U.S.”11 

Together  with  the  campaign  of  unmitigated  vituperation,  came  also  the  demands  from 
the  Jewish  organizations  that  all  the  money  must  be  sent  to  R.P.Z. 

Josef  Sack,  Szulim  Grajek,  and  Lejzer  Levin,  on  in  a  letter  from  May  24,  1944,  to 
Schawarzbart  in  London: 

“If  you  send  money,  send  it  exclusively  through  the  government  delegate’s 
office.12 

Z.K.N.  Berman,  Cukierman,  Gotesman,  Kaftor,  Back,  Warsaw,  24.05.44,  To  Dr. 
Schwarzbart,  Reiss,  Dr.  Tartakower,  London;  p.7: 

We  demand  that  all  funds,  without  any  exception  be  sent  through  the 
government  exclusively  to  Warsaw”.  We  have  direct  contacts  with  province  and 
the  camps.  You  have  to  convince  the  English  and  the  American  government  that  sent 


103 


medicines  and  food  packages  are  falling  into  the  German  hands,  therefore  the 
money  should  be  paid  in  cash  for  a  direct  dispatch  to  the  country.”13 

Statement  of  Z.K.N.  of  May  44,  to  Anzelm,  p.2: 

“The  only  actual  representation  of  the  Polish  Jewry  is  Z.K.N.  or  K.K.,  its  help,  in  spite 
of  extremely  hard  conditions,  reaches  everywhere.  Send  the  money  only  on  the 
address  of  the  Delegate's  Office,  if  in  that  letter  to  you  dear  Anzelm,  we  put  the 
above  matter  at  the  head,  it  is  because  we  regard  that  obligation  as  the  most  cardinal 
thing.  Independently  of  that  we  emphasize,  that  the  most  indispensable  matter  is 
dispatching  of  considerable  funds  for  our  need.”14 

Now  only  one  question  is  left,  why  the  leaders  of  the  Jewish  organizations  agreed  to 
follow  that  track  of  discrediting  J.U.S.  and  of  Dr.  Weichert?  First  we  have  to  keep  in 
mind  that  for  them  the  only  source  of  information  was  Arczynski  and  Bienkowski, 
they  had  no  their  own  independent  sources.  Next  the  heads  of  Jewish  organization 
were  totally  dependent  financially  on  DR  and  R.P.Z.,  not  only  for  themselves  but  also 
for  their  “charges”,  and  their  own  well-being  was  not  a  trifling.  Berman  and 
Zuckerman  sat  in  hiding,  and  after  denunciation,  did  not  put  their  nose  outside,  and 
that  certainly  required  more  than  300-500  zlotys  per  month--  the  regular  monthly 
donation  for  the  hiding  Jew,  but  thousands  zlotys  per  month.  Berman  when  caught 
had  to  buy  himself  out,  and  that,  certainly,  required  a  formidable  amount  of  money, 
and  so  writes  Prekerowa: 

“The  secretary  of  R.P.Z.  Adolf  Berman  fell  victim  to  blackmail.  On  January  4,  1944 
“Blue”  policeman,  acting  together  with  a  group  of  accomplices  accosted  him  on  the 
street  demanding  a  high,  ransom.  After  paying  it  by  R.P.Z.  and  Z.K.N.  Berman 
succeeded  to  extricate  himself  from  the  persecutors.  For  security  reason,  however, 
during  several  months  he  did  not  maintain  contacts  with  RPZ.  His  duty  as  a  secretary 
he  reassmned  again  only  in  the  middle  of  May  1944.  During  his  absence  ZKN-as 
transpired  from  the  documents-on  his  place  was  delegated  “Antek”  “Antoniewski” 
who,  however,  participated  in  one  meeting  only  on  February  7,  1944,  and  did  not 
participate  in  any  activity  in  the  Council.”15 

And  so  writes  Berman  himself: 

“The  blows  came  often  one  after  the  other.  The  matter  started  from  the  attack  on  Dr. 
Berman  on  January  4,  1944,  when  after  a  series  of  meetings  he  rushed  to  another 
meetings,  and  at  the  comer  of  Marszalkowska  Street,  and  Jerusalem  Alley  was 
surrounded  by  three  secrete  agents,  that  approached  him  and  shouted:  “You  are  Dr. 
Berman  we  are  from  security  office . 

After  they  received  a  great  ransom.  The  agents  promised  that  they  will  “hush”  the 
matter.  However  it  was  obvious  that  Dr.  Berman  and  his  wife  were  forced  to  leave  their 
“burnt”  apartment  still  in  the  same  night,  and  from  that  moment  became  ten-times  more 
illegal.  During  many  months  they  were  forced  to  wander  from  apartment  to 
apartment...”16 

And  so  writes  “Gomicki”  the  liaison  officer  between  AK  and  the  Jewish 
organizations: 


“From  the  Commandant  of  Z.O.B.  --Antek  and  the  representative  of  Z.K.N.  -- 
Borowski  I  received  3  telegrams,  with  an  earnest  request  of  their  speedy  dispatch 
due  to  the  catastrophic  financial  situation  of  both  organizations,  having  under 
their  care  2,500  persons.  Due  to  the  lack  of  funds  both  organizations  had  paid  in 
March  barely  300  full  grants,  more  than  2,000  persons  were  left  almost  entirely 
or  nearly  without  a  grant.  Due  to  it  multiply  catastrophes,  many  hidden  had  to 
leave  their  rented  shelters,  the  growing  in  number  blackmails,  end  in  Kripo  due 
to  lack  of  funds. 

The  management  of  both  organizations,  just  as  their  small  group  of  associates 
have  to  the  highest  degree  a  limited  possibility  to  move,  due  to  the 
denouncement  by  the  agent  Kazik  Grochowski,  threat  to  life  of  Antek,  and  his 
surrounding  and  the  blackmail  of  Borowski.  In  particularly  they  have  no  contact 
with  Mr.  Wencki.  The  only  contact  they  have  now  is  with  me.  Gomicki,  March 
24,  1944”17 

Besides,  Jewish  National  Committee  -  Z.K.N.  and  Bund  had  been  subordinated  to  the 
Polish  underground  authorities.  Accepting  that  formal  allegiance  was  condition  to 
avail  themselves  from  the  services  of  the  Polish  underground18  (See  appendix  No.  14), 
and  finally  in  the  course  of  time  a  sense  of  camaraderie  must  have  had  developed,  of 
comrades  in  arms,  of  feeling  of  both  loyalty  and  solidarity,  which  goes  far  beyond  the 
formal  obligations,  and  which  for  the  Jews  living  among  the  Poles  and  with  the  Poles 
almost  always  ends  in  an  attempts  to  be  “ mehr  papstlich  von  der  Papst  ”a,  with  both 
Berman  and  Zukerman  declaring  in  the  Criminal  Court  of  being  atheists,  with 
Zukerman  preserving  his  Polish  name  -Stanislaw  Bagniewski,  with  Berman, 
declaring  in  the  Special  Criminal  Court  “a  general  opinion  both  in  the  Polish  and 
Catholic  circles  that  carrying  activity  (of  J.U.S.),  under  the  Jewish  shield  is  from  the 
national  point  of  view  a  crime”19,  and  with  Berman  never  ready  to  accede  that  the 
Polish  underground  took  the  Jewish  money  for  themselves.  And  finally  they, 
certainly,  started  to  believe  in  their  own  make-believe,  exceeding  in  the  severity  of 
their  accusations  their  Polish  mentors,  making  aspersion  against  Weichert  their  holy 
crusade,  and  leaving  him  an  outcast  for  the  rest  of  his  life:  give  a  man  a  bad  name  and 
then  hang  him-the  principle  is  that  a  man' s  plight  is  hopeless  once  his  reputation  has 
been  blackened-/!  udacter  culminare  semper  aliquid  hcieret-“ Defame  a  man  boldly 
something  always  will  stick”. 

There  were  some  attempts  by  the  historians  of  Zydowski  Instytut  Historyczny  -the 
Jewish  Historical  Institute  in  Warsaw  to  assume  more  critical  approach  to  the  question 
of  J.U.S.b,  still  a  thorough  study  of  the  welfare  activities  of  the  Jewish  organizations 
by  historical  institutes  studying  the  holocaust  era,  both  in  Poland  and  Israel  is 
awaiting  its  redeemers. 


More  religious  that  a  pope-a-106 
See  appendix  No.  15  and  16 
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Nr  165 


16  pazdziernika  1942,  Krakow.  —  Zarzqdzenie  z-cy  'naczelnika  dzialu 
do* spraw  ludnosci  i  opieki  spolecznej  w  wydziale  spraw  wewn^trznych 
rzqdu  GG,  T iirka,  o  wznowieniu  dzialalnosci  zydowskiej  organizacji  sa- 
mopornocowej  pn.:  „Centrala  pomocy^dla  Zydow  w  Generalnym  Guber- 

natorstwie”. 1 


Nach  Auflosung  der  Judischen  Sozialen  Selbsthilfe  wird  zur  weiteren 
Ordnung  notwendiger  jiidischer  Fiirsorgemassnahmen  folgendes  verfiigt: 

1.  Mit  sofortiger  Wirkung  wird  die  Qudische  Unterstiitzungisfelle , 

.  ,  .  iffr~das  Cieneralgou verhemeirN  ’  (Centrala'pomocy  dia  ZycToW  WtSe-1 ' 
neralnym  Gubernator5twie)^eschaffen.  /  - 

2.  Zu  den  Aufgaben  .der  Judischen  Unterstutzungsstelle  (J.  U.  S.) 

gehoren  insbesondere:  . 

a)  .die  Judischen  Hilfskomitees,  soweit  ihr  Bestand  noch  notwen- 
dig  ist,  fiirsorgemassig  zu  leiten  und  zu  beaufsichtigen. 

b)  Im  Bedarfsfall  und  auf  Grund  besonderer  .Anforderung  Ver- 
sorgungsmassnahmen  fiir  jiidische  Arbeitslager  durchzufiihreru 

c)  Verteilung  Von  Arznei-  und  Verbandsmitteln. 

.  d)  Verteilung  von  Spenden  des  Auslands.  > 

.  3.  Mit  der  Leitung  der  Judischen  Unterstutzungsstelle  wird  der  friih- 
ere  Vorsitzende  der  Judischen  Sozialen  Selbsthilfe,  Dr.  Weichert 
0  in  Krakau-  beauftragt. 

4.  Sitz  derf  Judischen  Unterstutzungsstelle  fiir  das  Generalgouverne- 
ment  ist  Krakau. 


5.  Die-  ?  Erfiiilung  der  der  Judischen  Unterstutzungsstelle  fur  das 
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:  l^abeh  ]^i%^digen; .  ttei'sind 

aus  der  J liclerischaft  selbst  aufzubringen."  — ■ V .  •/■*: tVs;~:  ■  '-f 

•  •;.  7.  _Die  Judische  Unterstutzungsstelle  ist  fiir  ihre  Tatigkeit  der  Haupt- 
/  abteilimg  Innere  Verwaltung,  Abt.,  Bevolkerungswesen  und  Fiir- 
sorge  in  der  Regierung  des  Generalgouvernements  gegeniiber  voll 
...  ’ .'  verantwortlich  und  zu  jeglicher  Auskunft  verpflichtet..  Der  ge- 
2  "  ’  sam.j'e.  Schriftwechsei  ist. in .  Abschrif  t  wochentlich  bei  der  Abteilung 
Bevolkerungswesen  und  Fursorge  vorzulegen;  ebenso  monatlichein 
•  .aiisfiihrlicher  Tatigkeitsbericht.  1  . 

Weitere  Bestimmungen.  ub’er'  Organisation  und  Geschaftsfiihrung  folgen. 
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